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fllSTMCT OF CONNECTrcUTj 

BE it r> lut-rotx r*. d , Til 
the flfq'-firit year if ik* link powlem-" of the Uimnf 
^uils ) of Amine*, A. D. 1 JO. J J HEM Y L. CROSS, of 
the aid Disttiet. hath dipostttd in thii Office the Title of 
* Book, the right whereof hr claims as author ; in die word* 
follow lb if— to wit: 
Masonic than, or Hieroglyphic Monitor, containing a)l the 
Emblems explained in the degree* of Eutend Apprentice, Ft J low Craft, Mas* 
ter Mukih, Mark Mailer, Past Mutter, Molt Excellent Master, Royal Arch, 
Royal Main*, and Select Mn»it r ; denoted *rwl dulv arrunei-d arrcembJrto the 
Lvuhm, by it. W. JEREMY h. CROSS, 6. L. To whlofa are added, I 
trutioui. Charges, Sour*. &*, Fourth Edition, with additions and tint: 
Uout r , wi di the i.cnMemt newly deju'gox-d a>nd improved" — 

In conformity to the act of the Congmt of the United States, entitled " An 
act finr fin- encouragement oT learning, bj teeming the copies of map*, charts 
and books, to the author* and proprietor! of men copiej, during the tinie* 
etitior-ed'^mid alio to the act entitled " Alt otl oupplementary to 
titled An act fbr the eneourngenieut of teaming, by seeming the 
«opi • of map, chart*, and bonki, to the author* ami proprietors of tuch copies, 
during the Dines therein me ntjont-d,* aim extending the benefits thereof to the 
■ns of designing, engraving, a^d etching hiitortcal and other prints." 

CHASf A, JLXGKRSOLU 
Ckrk ff ike District of Coweetient. 
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HAVING been honoured by the approbation of the Officers of 
the Genera) Grand Chapter of the United States, and of most of 
*.ht; Grand Lodges, and Officer* of Grand Lodges, in the individ- 
ual States, as a Grand Lecturer ; — and having, by virtue of their 
sanction and authority, officiated in that capacity for sever ul 
years ; the Author of this volume has had an op port unity of 
witnessing ttie mode of lecturing, and working, in many difl'er- 
oni Lodges. It is not surprising, therefore, if, in the course of 
his experience, some errors in the practice uf these branches 
should have fallen within his observation. These have undoubt- 
edly originated from a want of uniformity, and although they 
may not be considered us radical evils, in relation to the hidden 
mysteries of the Fraternity, yet they would certainly be regard- 
ed as defects in that system, the perfect preservation of which) 
is at once the pride and glory of every enlightened mason. 

Among these errors may be mentioned,— the improper classi- 
fication of masonic emblems * f and a difference in the mode oX 
working. 

To obviate these inaccuracies, is the object of this work. Jl 
contains a classification of the emblems, together with illu&tra- 
lions, that have been approved and adopted by a majority of the 
Lodges of the United States. So lor, therefore, as they ore 
connected with the mode of working, and of lecturing, the evils 
which have been suggested, will he obviiited by an attention ta 
this treatise : and s» far only does the Author claim any merit in 
having contributed towards establishing a standard, which he 
flatters himself may serve as a safe and sure guide to his Breth- 
ren, in tome parts of their labours. 

The illustrations, fcc. are selected from the compilations of 
Preston, Webb, and other established authorities, accompanied 
by such alterations and emendations, as were deemed necessary 
to a strict conformity with the Ancient fyrftfl}* » * hry 

With a hope that his exrriions to benefit them may 1101 prove 
fruitless, the Author respectfully submits his work TO THE 

frvtkkmtv or I uu; \.\i> Aro;rn;n mvhjv, 
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES 



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITrOW. 

SINCE the publication of the first edition of the Mahofi c 
Chart, it has been adopted as a Text-Book by most of the 
Lodges and Chapters in this country. 

The highest expectations of the author have b<;en more than 
realised in the reception of the first and second edit ion a by his 
Masonic Brethren. Its beneficial effect i in promoting a unifor- 
mity in our mode of working and lecturing-, have induced him 
to present to the Fraternity the third edition, with some addi- 
tions and emendations. If his labours shall in any degree con- 
tribute to the advancement of a Society, in which he feels a 
lively interest, he will be abundantly compensated. It has been 
his constant aim to place the Masonic Institution upon its proper 
basis. The correct Mnson will ever be more esteemed than the 
over- zealous or coldly indifferent members of the Society. A 
Mason who is thoroughly acquainted with the tenets and nature 
of this Institution! ranks it among the first of human origin, and 
as inculcating the purest of moral principles, and as having a 
powerful tendency, where strict discipline is judiciously admin- 
istered agreeably to the tenets of the Institution, to improve the 
morals of its members, and to open and expand their hearts t© 
acts of charity and pure benevolence. Those who elevate ma- 
sonry to a level with revealed religion, and those who rank it 
below the standard of pure morality, are equally unacquainted 
with its true object. 

That every Brother and Companion may post ess a correot 
knowledge of the nature and principles of our excellent Institu- 
tion, and that their conduct may be such through life as to con- 
vince all with whom they may have intent nrsu, that our *reat 
aim is to inculcate FRIENDSHIP, MORALITY, BROTHER- 
LSL LOVE, and CHARITY, is the earnest and sincere wish of 

THE AUTHOR 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TN presenting the fourth edition of the Masonic Chart to the> 
Fraternity, the Author it happy to state that but few alteration? 
in the last edition are necessary, except in the Emblems ami 
Hieroglyphics, which are much improved by new design*, emen- 
dations and additions. While he believes the work has been 
much improved in accordance with the principles of the Institu- 
tion, he yet feels conscious ih.it some defects uiay he discovered 
by the scrutinizing eye of his more experienced Brethren ; he 
would therefore solicit their for ben ranee and candor. In taking 
A retrospective view of the Institution, it is truly gratifying to 
every upright ami correct \1?moi>, lo notice the sreat improve- 
ment which has been made within a few years past.— In an in- 
stitution like ours, however, which if) founded on the Moral 
Law op Goi>, ami requires that all her m^moers should walk in 
accordance thereto, we can easily discern ihat much remains 
to be done — Especially should H not be forgotten that the very 
nature of the Institution forbids the admission of any to mem- 
bership, except men sustaining the straitest moral character, 
and that no Lodge can be justified in receiving candidates solely 
for the purpose of increasing their members or their funds, — 
Let them strictly adhere to the Masonic rule, and let the " in- 
ternal and Dot the external qualification* of the man 41 be the 
standard for admission. As every man, on entering a Lodge, 
first puts his trittt in CoD, and then takes ihe " Holy ScntP- 
td res to be the rule and guide ol his faith and practice/' so 
■one should be suffered to remain members who deviate there* 
from. 

It is the intention of tbe Author of this Utile volume, by the 
leave of Ditine rVovideuec, to present to his Masonic Brethren, 
as soon as convenient, a new and improved edition of the 
" MtM'Jttc Book or Cojistitutiom," a work which is often 
alluded to, but seldom seen, except in a few Lodges. It is de- 
signed to give a brief UiMnry of Masonry from it* com induce- 
ment up to the present time, comprising also observations on 
the regulation* of Lodges, duties of Officers, admission of Can- 
didal*' i, duty ol Discipline, forms of Petitions Warrants, Char- 
ters, wc be. with a complete list of all the Euc&tnoAwraft*^ 
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PREFACE. 



Councils, Chapters and Lodges in the United States. The Au- 
thor is well aware that in many parts of our country, which 
have been highly favoured with Masonic light and knowledge, 
a work of this kind would be of minor consequence) but there 
are many sections which have not been thus highly favoured, 
and where it would tend to advance the true interests of the In- 
stitution. 

The Author would Improve this favourable opportunity in 
calling upon all Christian Masons to lend their aid in elevating 
the Institution to its proper level, by influencing every Mason 
by example, exhortation and persuasion, to live up to the moral 
precepts which are inculcated in it.— At the same time to guard 
them against relying on any merit in their own works as a title 
to that Rest beyond the grave, which is prepared for the chil- 
dren of God, — and to point them to Him, who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life— to the Ltoif of the tribe of Judah, to the 
great Watchman of Israel, to our Divine Redeemer, whose 
name is the only name which is given under Ifeaven whereby 
men can be saved — who has made an atonement for sin by the 
shedding of his own blood, and who has promised that whosoever 
believeth on Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. 

That all his Brethren may not only be found Worthy, Free 
mnd Accepted Masont, but qualified by the Spirit of our God for 
a seat in that House not made with hands, Eternal in the Heav- 
ens, is the earnest prayer of 

THE JWTHOP, 
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Torm of a PETITION to be signed by a Candidate 
for Initiation. 

TO the W. Master, Wardens, and Brethren of 
Lodge, No. , of Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons. 

The subscriber, residing in , of lawful age, 

and by occupation a , begs leave to state, that, 

unbiassed by friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary 
motives, he freely and voluntarily offers himself as a 
candidate for the mysteries of masonry, and that he is 
prompted to solicit this privilege by a favourable opin- 
ion conceived of the Institution, a desire of knowledge, 
and a sincere wish of being serviceable to his fellow- 
creatures. Should his petition be granted, he will 
cheerfully conform to all the ancient established usa- 
ges and customs of the Fraternity. 

' (Signed) A. B. 

The following Recommendation is to be signed by 
two members of the Lodge to which the application is 
made : 

THIS may certify, that we the subscribers are per- 
sonally acq uaiu ted with Mr. A. B. ; and from a confi- 
dence in his integrity, and the uprightness of his in- 
tention, do cheerfully recommend and propose him as 
a proper candidate for the mysteries of Masonry. 

Recommended by C. D. 

A vouched. for by E. 
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ON OPENING AND CLOSING LODGES. 

THE ceremony of opening anil closing a Lodge with 
solemnity and decorum, is universally admitted among 
Masons s and though the mode in some Lodges may 
vary, and in every degree must, in sojne particulars, 
still an uniformity prevails in every Lodge; and the 
variations, if any, are only occasioned by want tf 
method, which a little application might easily remove. 
To conduct this ceremony with propriety, ought to be 
the study of every Mason, but more especially those 
who are called to officiate as officers of the Lodge- 
To those of our brethren who are thus honoured, every 
eye is naturally directed for propriety of conduct and 
behaviour; and from them, our brethren who are lea* 
informed will expect an example worthy of imitation* 
From a share in this ceremony, no mason can be ex- 
empted: it is a general concern, in which all must as- 
sist; the first notice of which is given by the W. M. 
with a request of the attention and assistance of his 
brethren. No sooner has it been signified, than every 
officer repairs to his station, and ihe brethren rank ac- 
cording to their degrees. The next object is to detect 
impostors among ourselves, and for this purpose re- 
course is had to our peculiar rites as masons. This 
object being accomplished, our next care is directed to 
the cxiernai avenue* of the Lodge, and the proper of- 
ficers, whose province it is to discharge that duty, exe- 
cute their trust with ftdelitv, and by certain mystic 
forms, of no recent date, intimate that we may safely 
pn>ceed. 

At opening the Lodge, two, purposes are wisely ef- 
fected; the master is reminded of the dignity of char- 
acter which he is to maintain from the elevation of his 
office, and the brethren of the reverence and respect 
du<? from them in their sundry stations. These are 
but the only advantages resulting from a due observ- 
ance of this ceremony ; — the mind is drawn with reve- 
rential awe to the Supreme Architect of the Universe, 
And the eye 6xed on Him who lft tivft «\j vot&wc t& 
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life and immortality. Here we are taught to worship 
and adore the supreme Jehovah, and to supplicate his 
protection and assistance in all our well-meant en- 
deavours* After the customary salutations, the master 
pronounces the Lodge to be opened in due and ancient 
form, and assumes the government, and under hirn his 
wardens: the brethren with one accord unite in duty 
and respect* and the business of the meeting is conduct- 
ed with order and harmony. 

At the closing of a Lodge, a similar ceremony takes 
place as at opening the avenues of the Lodge are 
guarded ; a recapitulation of the duties of the officers 
is rehearsed ; a proper tribute of gratitude is offered 
up to the Great Author of our existence, ami his bless- 
ing invoked and extended to the whole frarernity. 

If it should be deemed necessary that the Lodge be 
opened in the several degrees, for dispatch of business 
when that in the first degree shall have been finished, 
the W« Master, after due enquiry of the wardens and 



with for the purpose of apening on the Fellow Craft's 
degree, and all who are not Fellow Crafts are requested 
to retire* When the necessary precautions are taken 
that none remain but those who are entitled to this 
privilege* the sentinel is again reminded of his duty, 
and the Fellow Craft's degree opened hi due form. 
When the business in this degree shall have been fin* 
ished, the Lodge is dispensed with, as in the first ie- 
gree, and a Master's Lodge opened in due form. Af- 
ter the business in the Master's Oep-ee finished, the 
Lodge is closed and the labours of the Fellow Craft's 
resumed : if tto'hing should offer in thin degree, rhe 
Lodge is closed and the labours nf the Entered Ap- 
prentices-' resumed. Should nothing further offer in 
this degree, the records of the evening having been 
read and approved, the Lodge is closed in due and an* 
cient form. 

These are but faiut outlines of the ceremonies which 
prevail among masons, in wen caww^* w\ mta 




#vM all their meetings* 
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TNTJtODUCTtOtf- 



FORMS OF PRAYERS, CHARGES, && 

A Prayer used on opening a Lodge. 
Most holy and glorious Lord God, the great Archi 
tect of the universe, the giver of all good gifts and gra- 
ces ; Thou hast promised, that " where two or three 
are gathered together in thy name, thou wilt be in the 
midst of them, and bless them." In thy name we as- 
emble, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us in all 
our undertakings, that we may know and serve thee 
aright, and that all our actions may tend to thy {jtory, 
and to our advancement in knowledge and virtue. 
And we beseech thee, O Lord God, to bless our pres- 
ent assembling, and to illuminate our minds, through 
the intercession of the Son of Righteousness* that we 
may walk in I he light of thy countenance ; and whe 
the trials of our probationary state are over, be adtni 
ted into THE TEMPLE "not made with hand 
tteiml in the heavens." 

80 mote it be. Amen. 

Prayer at dosing* 
Supreme Architect of the universe, accept our hum- 
ble praises for the many mercies and blessings which 
thy bounty has confened on us, and especially lor thia 
fi iendly and social intercourse, Pardon, we beseech 
th**e, whatever thou hast seen amiss in as since wc 
have been tugerher; and continue to us thv presence, 
protection, and blessing Make us sensible of the 
renewed obligations we are under to love thee su- 
premely, and fn be friend U to each other. Way all 
out insular j 1 -*>ii>ns ta subdued, and may we daily 
increase in Fuith % Hopc> and Charily; but more es- 
pecially in that Ckarihf, which fs the bond of peace, 
and the perfection of« every virtue. May we so prac- 
tice thy precepts, that, through the merits of the Re- 
deemer, we may finally obtain thy promises, and find 
an entrance thiuugh the gates into the temple and city 
ofvurGotL 80 i\\uv&\t\rc. A^itea* 
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Benediction at Closing. 
May the blessing of Heaven rest upon us and all 
regular masons ! May brotherly love prevail, and ev- 
ery moral and social virtue cement us ! 

Samote it be. Amen. 

Cliarge at Closing. 

Brethren, 

We are now about to quit this sacred retreat of 
friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. 
Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the 
duties which you" have heard so frequently inculcated* 
and so forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Be dili- 
gent, prudent, temperate, 'discreet. Remember, that 
around this altar, you have promised to befriend and 
relieve every brother, who snail need your assistance. 
You have promised in the most friendly manner to re- 
mind him of his errors, and aid a reformation. These 
generous principles are to extend further. Every hu- 
man being has a claim upon your kind offices. Do 
good unto all. Recommend it more " especially to the 
household of the faithful." Finally, brethren, be ye 
all of one mind ; live in peace ; and may the God of 
love and* peace delight to dwell with and bless you. 



2 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 



[l*or the information of those of the Fraternity, with whom th 
Author of this tittle volume has not had the plea*urc nf an ac 
quaintauce, he wuuld submil the following, from a large num- 
ber of Certificates, in testimony of his masonic quoJifientions. 

TO THE FKATERMTY OF FREE AND ACCEPTED 
MASONS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES 
OF NORTH- AMERICA Greeting. 

KNOW YE, That we, the undersigned, having duly examined 
eur worthy Companion, Jkreky L* Cross, do find him well 
skitltd and correct m the Lectures ami mode of working in the 
thftt first deleft of Ancient Fret Mawnrif, as received, sane* 
tioned, and directed to be taught, by the several Grand Lodge* 
•f New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode~hUtnd T Connecticut, 
Vermont, New York, and" New-Jersey. Also, with the Lectures 
and mode of working in the several Degrees of Mark Master, 
Fast M outer, Most Excellent Muster, and Royal Arch Masonry , 
as sanctioned and directed (o be taught by the Officer* of tha 
General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States nf N. 
America . We do therefore cheerfully recommend him us fully 
competent to teach the same. 

Duly appreciating the utility that would arise from a greater 
uniformity in our mode of working and Lecturing ; and as the 
good of the INSTITUTION demands it ; we do therefore earn- 
estly recommend to the whole Fratrrkity, to receive, sanction, 
and adopt the same. 

Witness our Hands. 
M. E. and Hon. DEWTTT CLINTON, Geo. Grand High Priest 

of the Gen. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the U, States of A- 

merica; also Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of lV York. 
M. E. HENRY FOWLE, Esq D. G. G. R Pmst of the G, G + 

R. A. C* of the U. 9. A. ; olso Deputy Grnnd High Priest of 

the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts. 
M. £. THOMAS SMITH WEBB, Esq. P. D. G G H Priest of 

the G. O. R A. C. or the U. S. A. ; also Past Grand Master 

of the Gr and Lodge of Rhode-Island. 
M E. JOHN SNOW, E*q. G G. King of the G. G. R. A. C. of 

the 0. S- A. ; also G. H. Priest of the Grand Chapter of Ohio, 
M E, JOHN HART LYNDE, Esq. R G G. Kin* of the G G. 

JV. A. C. of the 11 S, A. ; also Fast Senior G. Warden of the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut. 



IIECOM MEXDATIOS'S, 
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ECKEL, Esq. 6. G Scribe of the G. G. R, 
A. C, of the IS S. A. j also Past G* High Priwl of the Grand 
Chapter ol Maryland and District, of ColuwtM i 
M. E> PETER GRIN NELL, Esq. G. G. Treasurer of the G. G. 

R A. € of the U S A. 
M. E, OTtS AMIDON, P. G. G, Secretary of the G. G, R. A + C 
Of the L T , S. A. 

Iuf the Grand 
L'.dg^ of 
Nets- Hampshire* 

M W. FRANCIS J. OLIVPR, G Master, 1 r „ ~ , 
R. W\ JOHN DlXWSLL. Orpuu G M I f 
R. W. AUGUSTUS WAffODV* Senior G f M t,ufl « s * °' 

Warden, J 
M, W.JOHN CARLTLE, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
oi Rhode-Island. 



a M, W. JOHN HARRIS, Grand Master, 
R. W* ALBE CAUT, Senior G. Warden, 



IV. LYMA\ LAW* Deputv G Master, J 

G > 



of the Grand 

W. THOMAS H. CIT8HING, Senior G \ Lod^ of 
Wm-dni, ) Connecticut, 

M. W LEMUEL WHITNEY, G. Master of the Grand L- d ff e 
of Vermont. 

M TV . JAMES GILES, G. Master of the Grand Lodge of New - 

Jeifev, 

• 

WE, the undersigned, Officers iu the Genera] Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the United Scales of America, Do approve and 
BECUMMESD 11 The True Masonic Chart, or Hieroglyphic Moni- 
tor/ 1 designed and arrauged by our worthy Companion, Jeremy 
L* Cross, as entitled to the attention anil use of the CrnJt ; be- 
ing a valuable a^istant in elucidating Ihv various Masonic Em- 
blems and enabling (he diligent Craftsman to acquire the Lec- 
lures in the several decrees of Ancient free Miuanry. 
M. E. DEW ITT CLINTON, Gtuernl Grand Hi-h Priest. 
HENRY FOWLE, Deputy Gen, Grand High Piiest. 
JOHN SNOW, General Grand King. 
PHILIP P. ECKEL, General Grand Scribe. 
PETER GRIN NELL, General Grand Treasurer. 
JOHN ABBOT, General Grand Secretary. 
DAVID G. COWAN, Genrral^Graud Marshal. 
JOHN HARRIS, Past Geo Grand Marshal • also M. W. 
G. Master of the Grand Lodge of New-Hampshire, 



16 RECOMMENDATIONS* 
# 

WE, the Subscribers, Officers of the Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ter of Connecticut, having examined " The Masonic Chart, or 
Hieroglyphic Monitor," designed by our worthy Companion, R. 
W Jeremy L. Cross, for the use and instruction of the Craft, 
with pleasure recommend the same as a necessary and useful 
Manual for all Free Masons ; containing an elegant and com- 
prehensive view of all the Symbols used in Lecturing upon the 
several Degrees of Ancient Masonry. 

M. E. LYMAN LAW, G. H Priest. 
M. E. LABAN SMITH, D. G. H. Priest. 
E. DAVID DEMING, G King. 
E. THOMAS H. GUSHING, G. Scribe. 
Comp. HENRY CHAMPION, G. Treasurer. 
HORATIO G. HALE, G. Secretary. 
MENZIES RAYNER, G. Chaplain. 
SAMUEL GE^EEN, G. Marshal. 



Extract from the proceedings of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut, May, A. L. 5820. 
RESOLVED, That ihis Grand Lodge approve of the Masonic 
Chart, published by Brother Jeremy L. Cross, and recommend 
it to be used as a Masonic Text-Book in all the Lodges working 
under this jurisdiction. 

A true copy from the minutes. 

Attest— WM. H. JONES, G. Secretary. 



Extract from the proceedings of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Connecticut, May, A. D. 1820, and of R. A, 
M. 2350. 

RESOLVED, That this Grand Chapter approve of the Ma- 
sonic Chart, published by Companion Jeremy L. Cross, and 
recommend it. to he used as a Text-Book in the several Chapters 
under their jurisdiction. 

A true copy from the minutes. 

Attest— E. GOODRICH, jun. Grand Secretary. 
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MASONIC CHART 



among those who might otherwise have remained at a 
perpetual distance. 

Of lleluf. 

m 

To relieve the distressed, is a duty incumbent on a 
men ; but particularly on masons, who are linked to- 
gether by an indissoluble chain of sincere affection. 
To soothe the unhappy ; to sympathize with their 
misfortunes; to compassionate their miseries, and to 
restore peace to their troubled minds, is the great aim 
we have in view. On this basis, we form our fricnd- 
ips and establish our connections. 

Of Truth, 

Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of ev- 
ery virtue. To be good and true, is the first lesson we 
are taught in masonry. On this theme we contem plate, 
and by its dictates endeavour to regulate our conduct : 
hence, white influenced by this principle, hypocrisy 
and deceit are unknown among us; sincerity and 
plain dealing distinguish us; and the heart and 
longue join in promoting each other's welfare, and re- 
joicing m each others prosperity. 

An Explanation of the four Cardinal Virtues ; 
which are, Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence 
and Justice. 

Of Temperance, 

Temperance is that due restraint upon our affec- 
tions and passions, which renders lite body tame and 
governable, ami frees the rnind from the allurements of 
vice* This virtue should be the constant practice o 
every mason ; as he is thereby taught to avoid excess, 
or contracting anv licentious or vicious habit, ihe in- 
dulgence of which mi^ht lead him to disclose some of 
those valuable send*, wh'uh he lui- promised to con- 
ceal and never reveal, and which would consequently 
subject him to the contempt and detestation of all good 
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Of Fortitude. 

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose of the 
mind, whereby we are enabled to undergo any pain, 
peril, or danger; when prudential ly deemed expedient. 
This virtue is equally distant front rashness and cow- 
ardice ; and, like the former, should be deeply impres- 
sed upon tbe mind or every mason, as a safe-guard or 
security against any illegal attack that may be made, 
by force or otherwise, to extort from him any of ihose 
valuable secrets with winch he has been so solemnly in- 
trusted, and which were emblematically represented 
upon liis first admission into the Lodge. ***** 

Of Prudence. 

Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and ac- 
tions agreeably to the dictates of reason, and is that 
habit by which we wisely judge, and prudential ly de- 
termine, on all things relative to our present as well &f 
to our future happiness. This virtue should be the pe- 
culiar characteristic of every mason, not only for the 
government of his conduct while in the Lodge, but 
also when abroad in the world. It should be particu- 
larly attended to, in all strange and mixed companies, 
never to let fall the least sign, token, or word, whereby 
the secrets of mauonry might be unlawfully obtained. 
* • # * * 

Of Justices 

Justice is that standard, or boundary of right, which 
!mki1m^ us iu mulct- to tnerv m;m hisju-t due, with* 
our distinction, This virtue is not only consistent with 
divine and human laws, but is the very cement and 
Support of civil society; and as justice in a great meas- 
ure constitutes the real m>od man, m> should it be the 
invariable practice of every mason, never to deviate 
from the minutest principles thereof ****** 

The ilia *\ ration of these virtues is accompanied 
with some general observations peculiar to wi*fcui\vs« 
Due veneration is also paid to out MvtuutX ^&vkm&« 
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CHARGE at Initiation into the Firtt Degree. 

BROTHER, 

As you are tiow introduced into the first princi- 
ples of masonry, 1 congratulate you on being ac- 
cepted into this ancient and honourable order : — 
ancient, as having subsisted from time immemorial, 
and honourable, as tending, in every particular , 
so to render all men who will be conformable to 
its precepts. No institution was ever raised on a 
better principle, or more solid foundation ; nor 
were ever more excellent rules and useful max- 
ims laid down, than are inculcated in the several 
masonic lectures* The greatest and best of men, 
in all ages, have been encouragers and promoters 
of the art ; and have never deemed it derogatory 
to their dignity, to level themselves with the fra- 
ternity, extend their privileges, and patronize their 
assemblies. There are three great duties, which, 
as a mason, you are charged to inculcate — to God, 
your neighbour, and yourself. To God, in nev- 
er mentioning his name, but with that reverential 
awe which is due from a creature to his Creator ; 
to implore his aid in all your laudable under- 
takings, and to esteem him as the chief good : — 
to your neighbour, in acting upon the square, and 
doing unto him as you wish he should do unto 
you : — and to yourself, in avoiding all irregularity 
and intemperance, which may impair your facul- 
lies, or debase the dignity of your profession. A 
zealous attachment to these duties, will insure pub- 

and private esteem. 
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In the State, you are to be a quiet and peace- 
ful subject, true to your government, and just to 
our country; yon are not to countenance dis- 
loyalty or rebellion, but patiently submit to legal 
authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the 
government of the country in which you live. 
In your outward demeanour, be particularly careful 
to avoid censure or reproach. 

Although your frequent appearance at our reg- 
ular meetings is earnestly solicited, yet it is not 
meant that masonry should interfere with your ne- 
cessary vocations ; for these are on no account to 
be neglected ; — neither are you to suffer your zeal 
for the institution to lead you into argument with 
those who, through ignorance, may ridicule it 

At your leisure hours, that you may improve in 
masonic knowledge, you are to converse with well 
formed brethren, who will be always as ready to 
;ive, as you will be ready to receive, instruction. 
Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the myste- 
ries of the order; as these are to distinguish you 
am the rest of the community, and mark your 
consequence among masons. If, in the circle of 
your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of 
being initiated into masonry, be particularly at- 
tentive not to recommend him, unless you are con- 
vinced he will conform to our rules ; that the hon- 
our, glory, and reputation of the institution, may 

firmly established, and the world at laree. 
vinced of ks good effects* 
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SECTION FIRST. 

THE first section recapitulates the ceremony of 
initiation into this class; and instructs the diligent 
craftsman how to proceed in the proper arrangement 
of the ceremonies used on the occasion. It should 
therefore be well understood by every officer and 
member of the Lodge. 

Amos vii. T, 8. 

« Thus he shewed me ; and behold the Lord stood 
*jpon a wall made by a plumb-line, with a plumb-line 
in his hand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what 
seest thou ? And I said, A plumb-line. Then said the 
Lord, Behold, I will seta plumb-line in the midst of my 
people Israel : I will not again pass by them any more." 

The working tools of a fellow-craft are .here introdu- 
ced and explained ; which are the plumb, square, and 
level. 

The plumb is an instrument made use of by opera- 
tive masons, to raise perpendiculars ; the square, to 
square the work ; and the level, to lay horizontals ; 
but we, as free and accepted masons, are taught to make 
use of them for more noble and glorious purposes : 
The plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our 
several stations before God and mq, iquoring wit ae- 
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tions by the square of virtue, and remembering; that we 
are travelling upon the level of time, to " that undis- 
covered country, from whose bourne no traveller re- 
turns." 

SECTION SECOND. 

The second section of this degree refers to the origin 
of the institution ; and views masonry under two de- 
nomination*, operative and speculative. The period 
stipulated for rewarding ment, is here fixed ; and the 
inimitable moral to which that circumstance alludes, is 
explained. The celestial and terrestrial globes are 
considered ; and here the accomplished mason may 
display his talents to advantage, in elucidating the 
Orders of Architecture, the Senses of human nature, 
and the liberal Jirts and Sciences, which are severally 
classed in a regular arrangement. 

Masonry is considered under two denominations ; 
operative and speculative. 

Operative Masonry. 

By operative masonry, we allude to a proper applica- 
tion of the useful rules of architecture, whence a struc- 
ture will derive figure, strength, and beauty, and whence 
will result a due proportion and a just correspondence 
in all its parts. It furnishes us with dwellings, and 
convenient shelters from the vicissitudes and inclem- 
encies of seasons: and while it displays the effects of 
human wisdom, as well in the choice, as in the ar- 
rangement, of the sundry materials of which an edifice 
is composed, it demonstrates that a fund of science 
and industry is implanted in man, for the best, most 
salutary, and beneficent purposes. 

Speculative Masonry. 

By speculative masonry, we learn to subdue the pas- 
sioiiS, act upon the square, keep a tongue of good re- 
port, maintain secrecy, and pr&cAY<& OaaxvVj* 
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so far interwoven wilh religion, as to lay us under obli- 
gation to pay that rai tonal homage to the Deity, which 
at once constitutes our duty and our happiness. It 
leads the contemplative to vie w, with reverence and 
admiration, the glorious works of creation, and inspires 
him with the most exalted ideas of the perfections of 
his divine Creator. 

In six days, God created the heavens and the earth, 
and rested upon the seventh day ; — the seventh, there- 
fore, our ancient brethren consecrated as a day of rest 
from their labors ; thereby enjoying frequent opportu- 
nities to contemplate (he glorious works of creation, 
and to adore their great Creator. 

Peace, Unity, and Plenty, are here introduced and 
explained. 

The next is ihe doctrine of the Spheres in the 
science of Astronomy, introduced and considered. 

Of the Globes, 

7%*? Globes are two artificial and spherical bodies ; 
on the convex surface of which ore represented, the 
countries, xrax, and various parts uf the earth, the face 
of the heavens t the planetary revolution*, and other par- 
ticulars* 

The Use of the Globes. 

Their principal use, beside serving as maps to dis- 
tinguish the outward parts of the earth, and the situa- 
tion of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and explain the 
phenomena arising from the annual revolution, and 
the diurnal rota/ion, of the earth round its own axis. 
They are the noblest instruments for improving the 
mind, and giving it the. most distinct idea of any pro- 
blem or proposition, as well as enabling it to solve the 
same. Contemplating these bodies, we art inspired 
with a due reverence for the Deity and his wark\, and 
are huh teed to encourage the studies of a*tronomy, 
geography, and navigation, and the arts a/pendent on 
Vmn, by which society has been so much kenejtited. 
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Afl the five Orders of Architecture are considered m 
this section* a brief description of them may Dot be 
improper. 

Of Order in Architecture. 
By order in architecture, is meant a system of all 
the members j proportions* and ornaments of columns 
and pilasters ; — or, it is a regular arrangement of (he 
projecting parts of a building, which, united with those 
of a column, form a beautiful, perfect, and complete 
whole* 

Of its Antiquity* 
From the first formation of society, order in archi- 
tecture may be traced. Whan the rigour of seasons 
obliged men to contrive shelter from the inclemency 
of the weather, we learn that they first planted trees 
on end, and then laid others across* to support a 
covering* The bands which connected those trees* at 
top and bottom t are said to have given rise to the idea 
of the base and capital of pillars ; and from this sim- 
ple hint originally proceeded the more improved art of 
architecture. 

The five Orders are thus classed the Tuscan, 
Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite. 

The Tuscan 

fa the most simple and solid of the Jive orders* It 
was invented in Tuscany, whence if derives its name, 
7*hc simplicity of the construction of this column ren- 
ders it eligible where ornament would bt superfluous* 

The Doric, 

IVhich is plain and natural, is the most ancient, and 
was invented by the Greeks. Its cohemn is tight 
diameters high, ami ha* seldom any ornaments on base 
or capital, except mavldings ; thuitgh the friezt is (iff* 
tinguished by triglyph* a#iu n<efopes ; ocrui Itv^Y*^^ 
comfwsc (he mnamc%U% of the jriete. 

a 

r.n 
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The Doric is the best proportioned of all the orders. 
The several parts of whit hit is composed, are founded 
m the natural position of solid bodies. In its first in- 
i ten tion, it was m ore s tm pie t h an h t its p resen f slate. In 
after thus, when it began to he adorned, it gat ant the 
name of Doric ; for when it was constructed in its pri- 
mitive and simple form, the nana of Tuscan was con- 
ferred on '-it. Hence the Tuscan precedes the Doric in 
rank, on account of its resemblance to that pillar in its 
original state* 

The Ionic 

Bears a kind of mean proportion between the more 
solid and delicate orders. Its column h nine diameters 
high ; its capital « adorned with volutes, and its cor- 
nice has dentals, Tliere is both delicacy and in- 
genuity displayed in this pillar; the invention of 
which is attributed to the lonians, as the famous tem- 
ple of Diana at Ephesus was of this order. It is said 
to have been formed after the model of an agreeable 
youns: woman, of an elegant shape, dressed in her 
hair $ as a contrast to the Dork order, which was for- 
med after that of a strong, robust man, 

^The Corinthian, 
The richest of the five orders, is deemed a master- 
piece of art. Its column is ten diameters high, and its 
Capital is adorned with two rows of bit rex, and nirht 

volutes, which sustain the abacus. The frieze is or- 
namented with curious devices, the cornice with dentals 
and modillions. This order is used in stately and 
superb structures. 

Of the Invention of this Order. 
It was invented at Corinth, by Callimuchw, who is 
said to hart taken the hint of the capital of this pi liar 
from the following remarkable tirramstante. .hrident 
ally passing by the tomb of a young tody, he perceived 
a basket of toys covered with tite 9 placed over art acan 
u§ root, having been left that enj her nurse* JUtlie 
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branches grew up, they encompassed the basket, till, 
arriving at the tile, they met with an obstruction, and 
bent downwards. Callimachus, struck with the object, 
set about imitating the figure : the vase of the capital he 
made to represent the basket ; the abacus the tile ; and 
the volutes the bending leaves* 



Is compounded of the other orders, and was con- 
trived by the Romans. Its capital has the two rows 
of leaves of the Corinthian, and the volutes of the Ionic. 



Doric order; is ten diameters high; and its cornice 
has dentals, or simple modUlions. This pillar is gen- 
erally found in buildings where strength, elegance and 
beauty are displayed. 

Of the Invention of Order in Architecture. 
The ancient and original orders of arcMtt^ture re- 
vered by masons, are no more than three ; the Doric, 
Ionic, and Corinthian, which were invented by the 
Greeks. To these the Romans have added two ; 
the Tuscan, which they msdt plainer than the Doric; 
and the Composite, which was more ornamental, if not 
more beautiful, than tie Corinthian. The first three or- 
ders alone, Iwwever, show indention and particular 
cliarac/er, ami essentially differ from each other : the 
two others have nothing but what is borrowed, and 
differ only accidentally: the Tuscan is the Doric in 
its earliest stale : and the Composite is the Corinthian 
enriched with the Ionic. To the Greeks, therefore, 
aud not to the Romaus, are we indebted for what is 
great, judicious and distinct, in architecture. 

Of the Five Senses of Human Nature, which are, 
Hearing, Seeing, Feeling, Smelling, and 
Tasting. 



Is that seme by which we distinguish sounds^ and 
are capable of enjoying all t/ic agreeable tkm 



The Composite 




tscan and 



Hearing 
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music. By it we are enabled to enjoy tht pleasures 
of society , and reciprocally to communicate to each 
other our thoughts and intentions, our purposes and 
desires ; while thus our reason is capable of exerting 
its utmost power and energy* 

The wise and beneficent Author of Nature intend- 
ed, by the formation of this sense, that we should be, 
social creatures > and receive the greatest and most im- 
portant part of our knowledge by the in formation of 
others. For these purposes , we arc endowed with 
hearing, that by a proper exertion of our rational pmc- 
ertfOvr happiness may be complete. 

Seeing 

Is that sense by which we distinguish objects, and 
in an instant of lime, without change of place or situa- 
tion, view armies in battle array, figures of the most 
stately structures, and alt the agreeable variety display* 
ed In the landscape of nature. By this sense, we find 
our way oh the pathless ocean, traverse the globe of the 
earth, determine Us figure and dimensions } and delin- 
eate any region or quarter of it By it we measure the 
planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in the sphere 
of the fixed stars. Nay, tn+re ; by it we perceive the 
tempers and disposUiom t the potions and affections, of 
our fellow-creatures, when they wish most to conceal 
them ; so that though the tongue may be taught to He 
a i a i di . * e > t i bit , / he countcn a n c c would disp lay the h tj- 
pocrisy to the discerning eye. In fine, the rays of 
light, which administer to this sense, are the most as- 
tonishing part of the animated creation, and render 
the eye a peculiar object of admiration. 

Of all the faadties, sight is the noblest. The struc- 
ture of the eye, and its appurtenances, evince the ad- 
mirable contrivance nf nature for performing all its 
various external and internal motions ; while the va- 
ne ty displayed in tht- eyes of different animate, suited 
to their several ways of life, clearly demonstrates ihis 
vrgan to he the masterpiece of Nature's work* 
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Is that sense by which we distinguish the different 
qualities &f bodies : such as heat and cold^ hardness y 
and softness, roughness , and smoothness, figure, so- 
lidity, motion, and extension. 



These three senses, Hearing, Seeing, and Feeling, 
are most revered among masons. 

Smelling 

Is that sense, by which we distinguish odours, the 
various kinds of which convey different impressions to 
the mind. Jinimal and vegetable bodies, and indeed 
most other bodies, while exposed to the air, continually 
send forth effluvia of vast nubility, as well in the state 
of life ami growth, as in the state of fermentation and 
putrefaction. These effluvia being drawn into the 
nostrils along with the air, are the means by which all 
bodies are smelted. Hence it is evident that there is a 
manifest appearance of design in the great Creator's 
having planted the organ of sm ell in the inside of that 
canal, through which the air continually passes in res* 
pi ration. 

Tasting 

Enables us to make a proper distinction in the choice 
of our food. The organ of this sense, guards the en- 
trance of the alimentary canal, as thai of smelling 
guards the entrance of the canal for respiration.. From 
thr situation of both these organs, it u plain that they 
were intrude I by nature to distinguish wholesome food 
from that which is aauseotfs. f < y thing that enters 
into the stomach, must undergo the scrutiny of tasting; 
and by it we are capable of discerning f'c < , 

which the same b >dy under •j'H-x in he if iff) rent compo- 
sitions of art* cookery t chemistry, pharmacy, tyc. 

Smethnj trud fa.\tiit* are in. >.<<<■ n>>fn tou't'cfed; 
I it is by the unnatural kind of life mm conn thinly 
\ in society, that thrse aowes are rendered $XV^ 
" ir natural offices. 

n 



SO 



MASONIC CHA 



Of the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences which ar^ 
Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Ge- 
ometry, Ml sic, and Astronomy* 



Grammar 



Teaches the proper arrangement of words, according 
to the idiom or dialect of any particular people ; and 
that excellency of pronunciation, which enables its to 
speak or write a language with accuracy, agreeably to 
son and correct usage. 



Rhetoric 



rea 

Teaches vs to speak copiously and fluently on any 
subject, not merely with propriety alone, but wtth aH the 
advantages of force and elegance, wisely contriving to 
captivate the hearer by strength of argument and 
beauty of expression, whether it be to entreat or exhort, 
to admonish or applaud* 



Logic 



Teaches us to guide our reason discretionary in the 
general knowledge of things, and directs our inquiries 
after truth. It constats of a regular train of argu- 
ment, whence we infer, deduce and conclude, according 
to certain premises laid down* admitted, or granted ; 
and in it are employed the faculties of conceiving, 
judging, reasoning and disposing $ all of which ate 
naturally led on from one gradation to another, till the 





Arithmetic 



Teaches the powers and properties of numbers, which 
is variously effected, by fetters, tables, figures, and 
instruments. By this art, reasons and demonstrations 
are given, for finding out any certain number, whose 
relation or affinity to another is already known or dis 
ererf. 
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Geometry. 

(ieometry treats of the powers and properties of 
magnitudes in general, where length, breadth, and 
thickness, are considered, from a point to a line, 
from a line to a superficies, and from a superficies to 
a solid* 

A point is a dimentionless figure ; or an indivisible 
part of a space. 

A line h a point continued, and a figure of one ca- 
pacity, namely, length. 

A superficies is a figure of two dimensions, namely, 
length, and breadth, 

A solid is a figure of three dimensions, namely, 
length, breadth, and thick nesSi 

Of the Jid vantages of Geometry. 

By this science, the architect is enabled to construct 
bis plans, and execute his designs ; the general to ar- 
range his soldiers ; the geographer to give us the di- 
mensions of the world, and ail thing* therein contain- 
to delineate the extent of seas, and specify the 
ivisions of empires, kingdoms and provinces. By it, 
Iso, the astronomer is enabled to make his observa- 
tions, ami to fix the duration of time and seasons, 
years and cycles. 

In fine, geometry is the foundation of architecture, 
and t!u? root of the mathematics. 



Music 

Tfftvhe* the art t,f f inning concord*, so q$ to com- 
wr deiehtftl harmony, by a mathematical and pro- 
wrtional arrangement of acute , grave^ and mixed 
Wnd$, This art. by a scries of expert wen fx, is redu- 
ced to ff dem ifistrattve ttritntr., ™/f re&pett to tone* and 
tht interval* of sound, ft inquire* into the nature of 
corn vrcf* ami d-si ord# 7 and enable* m to find out the. 
proportion bet tc t en (hem by Humbert, 
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Astronomy 



Is that divine art, by which we are taught to read the 
wisdom, strength and beauty, of the Almighty Creator, 
in those sacred pages, the celestial hemisphere. 

Assisted by astronomy, we can observe the magni- 
tudes, and calculate the periods and eclipses of the 
heavenly bodies. By it, toe learn the use of globes, the 
system of the world, and the preliminary law of nature. 
While we arc employed in the study of this science, we 
must perceive unparalleled instances of wisdom and 
goodtuss ; and, through the whole creation, trace the 
glorious Author by his works. 

[TIere an emblem of Plenty is introduced and ex- 
plained.] 

Of the Moral Advantages of Geometry. 

Geometry, the first and noblest of sciences, is the 
basis on which the superstructure of masonry is erect- 
ed. By geometry, we may curiously trace Nature 
through her various windings, to her most concealed 
recesses. By it, we may discover the power, the wis- 
dom and the goodness of the Grand Artificer of the 
universe, and view with delight the proportions which 
connect this vast machine. 

By it, we may discover how the planets move in 
their different orbits, and demonstrate their various 
revolutions. By it we account for the return of sea- 
sons, and the variety of scenes which each season dis- 
plays to the discerning eye. Numberless worlds are 
around us, all framed by the same Divine Artist, 
which roll through the vast expanse, and are all con- 
ducted by the same unerring law of nature. 

A survey of Nature, and the observations of her 
beautiful proportions, first determined man to imitate 
the divine plan, and study symmetry and order. This 
gave rise to societies, and birth to every useful art. 
The architect be«ran to design ; and the plans which he 
laid dow n, being improved by experience and time, have 
produced works which are the ^uAy^V\q\v^cs^^^. 
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The lapse of time, the ru (Mess hand of ignorance, 
and the devastations of war, have laid waste and de- 
stroyed many valuable monuments of antiquity ; on 
which the utmost exertions of human genius have been 
employed. Even the temple of Solon h in, so spacious 
and magnificent, and constructed by so many celebra- 
ted artists, escaped not the unsparing ravages of bar- 
barous force. Free- Masonry, notwithstanding has 
still survived. The attentive Ear receives the sound 
from the instructive Tongue : and the mysteries of 
free-masonry are safely lodged in the repository of 
faUhful Breasts. Tools and instruments nf architect- 
ure, and symbolic emblems, most expressive, are se- 
lected by the fraternity, to imprint on the mind wise 
and serious truths ; ami thus, through a succession of 
ages, are transmitted, unimpaired, the most excellent 
tenets of our institution. 

CHARGE at passing to the Degree of Fellow 
Craft 

Brothbk — 

Being passed to the- second degree of masonry, 
we congratulate you on your preferment. The in- 
ternal, and not the external qualifications of a nten t 
are what masonry regards* As you increase in 
knowledge, you will improve in social intercourse. 

It is unnecessary^ to recapitulate the duties 
which, as a mason, you are bound to discharge, or 
to enlarge on the nmrsMty of a striii adherence to 
them, as your own experience must have estab- 
lished their value. Our laws mid regulations you 
are strenuously to support ; and be always ready 
to assist ill seeing them duly executed* You are 
not to palliate, or aggravate, the offeuc£& ^ 
brethren ; but in the dgcUirm of exer^ w >\ 
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against our rules, you are to judge with candour, 
admonish with friendship, and reprehend wiflf jus- 
tice. 

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable 
branch of education, which tends so effectually to 
polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recommen- 
ded to your consideration ; especially the science 
of geometry, which is established as the basis of 
our art. Geometry, or masonry, orignally synony- 
mous terms, being of a divine and moral nature, 
is enriched with the most useful knowledge : while 
it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it 
demonstrates the more important truths of morality. 

Your past behaviour and regular deportment 
have merited the honour which we have now con- 
ferred ; and in your new character, it is expected 
that you will conform to the principles of the or- 
der, by steadily persevering in the practice of ev- 
ery commendable virtue. Such is the nature of 
your engagement as a fellow craft, and to these 
duties you are bound by the most sacred ties. 




MASTER MASON'S DEGREE. 



SECTION FIRST. 

THE ceremony of raising to the sublime degree 
of Master Mason, is particularly specified, and other 
useful instructions are given in this branch of the 
lecture. 

The following passage of scripture is introduced 
during the ceremonies : 

Eccl. xii. 1 — 7- 
" Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in 
them ; while the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the 
stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the 
rain ; in the day when the keepers of the house shall 
tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and 
the grinders cease because they are few, and those 
that look out of the windows be darkened; and the 
doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of 
the grinding is low ; and he shall rise up at the voice 
of the bird, and all the daughters of music shail be. 
brought low. Also, when they shall be afraid of that 
which is high, and fears shall be m xv; * ^ 




almond* tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall 
be a burden, and desire shall fail ; because man goeth 
to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets ; or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden 
bowl he broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at 
the cistern* Then shall the dust return to the earth 
as it was ; and the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it" 

The working fools of a master mason are all the 
implements of masonry indiscriminately, but more 
especially thr troiveL 

The crowkl is an instrument made use of by 
operative mason*, to spread the cement which unites a 
building into one common mass: but we, as free and 
accepted masons* are taught to make use of it for the 
more noble and glorious purpose of spreading the 
cement of buothekly love ana affection ; that cement 
which unites us into one sacred band, or society of 
friends and brothers, among whom no contention 
should ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather 
emulation, of who can best work, or best agree. 

SECTION SECOND. 

This section recites the historical traditions of the 
order, and presents io view a finished picture, of the 
utmost consequence to the fraternity. It exemplifies 
an instance of virtue, fortitude, and integrity, unpar- 
alleled in the history of man. 

Prayer at raising a Brother to the sublime Degree of 
Master Mason. 

Thou, O God! knowe>t our down sitting and our 
up-rising, and understandest our thoughts afar off. 
Shield and defend us from the evil intention* of our 
ememie*, and support us uu&et l\ve truX* *AkA\<mu 
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destined to endure, while travel! ins; through 
tins vale of tears. Man lliat is bom uf a woman, is of 
few days, and full of trouble. lie cometh forth as a 
flower, and is cut down ; he fleeth also as a shadow, 
ad continueth not Seeing his days are determined, 
he number of his months are with thee, thou hast ap- 
pointed his bounds that he cannot pass ; turn from 
him that he may rest, till he shall accomplish his day i 
For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it 
wilt sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof 
will not cease. But man dieth and waste th away ; 
yea* man giveth up the ghost* and w here is he r As 
the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decay eth 
and drieth up, so man lieth down, and riseth not up 
till the heavens shall be no more* Yet, O Lord ! have 
compassion on the children of thy creation ; adminis- 
ter them comfort in time of trouble, and save them 
with an everlasting salvation. 

So mote it be. Amen. 

emb 



SECTION THIRD. 



The third section illustrates certain hieroglyphical 
mblems. and inculcates many useful lessons, to extend 
knowledge, and promote virtue. In this branch of the 
lecture, many particulars relative to king Solomon's 
Temple are noticed, 

This famous fabric was supported by fourtoe* 
hundred aqd fifty -three columns, and two thousand 
nine hundred and six pilasters ; all hewn from die 
finest Parian marble. There were employed in its 
building, three Grand Masters ; three thousand three 
hundred overseers of the work ; eighty thousand Fel- 
ow Crafts, or hewers on the mountains and in the 
arries ; aud seventy thousand Entered 
■ beam* rf burdens. 
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The Three Steps, 

Usually delineated upon the master's carpet, 
emblematical of the three principal stages of human 
life, via. youth, manhood, and age. In youth, as en- 
tered apprentices, we ought industriously to occupy 
•ur minus in the attainment of useful knowledge: in 
manhood, as fellow crafts, we should apply our knowl- 
edge to the discharge of our respective duties to God, 
•ur neighbors, and ourselves ; that so, in age, as master 
masons, we may enjoy the happy reflections conseque^ 
on a well -spent life, and die in the hope of a glorioi 
immortality. 
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The Pot of Incense 

Is an emblem of a pure heart, which is always an 
acceptable sacrifice to the Deity ; and, as ihis glows 
with fervent heat so should our hearts continually 
glow with gratitude to the great beneficent Author of 
our existence, for the manifold blessings and comforts 
we enjoy. 



The Bee Hive 



Is an emblem of industry, and recommends ih> 
practice of that virtue to all created beings, from the 
highest seraph in heaven, to the lowest reptile of the 
'lust. It teaches us, that as we came into the world 
rational and intelligent beings, so we should ever be 
industrious ones; never sitting down contented while 
our fellow -creatures around us are in want* when it ia 
in our power to relieve them, w ithout inconvenience 
to ourselves* 

When we take a survey of nature, we view man, in 
his infancy, more helpless and indigent than the brutal 
creation : he lies languishing for days, months, and 
years, totally incapable of providing sustenance foi 
himself, of guarding against the attack of the wild 
beasts of the field, or sheltering himself from the ia 
clemencies of the weather. It might have pleased the 
#mtt Creator of heaven and wife, ta have mad** 
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independent of all other being;* ; but, as dependence is 
one of the strongest bonds of society, mankind were 
made dependent on each other for protection and secu- 
rity, as they thereby enjoj better opportunities of ful- 
Ning the duties of reciprocal love and friendship, 
us was man formed for social and active life, the 
blest part of the work of God ; and he that will so 
mean himself, as not to be endeavouring to add to 
e common Mock of knowledge and understanding, 
ay be deemed a drone in the hive of nature, a useless 
ember of society, and unworthy of our protection as 
asons. 
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77*e Book of Constitutions, guarded by the Tyler** 
Sword, 

Reminds us that we should be ever watchful and 
guarded in our words and actions, particularly when 
before the enemies of masonry; ever bearing in re- 
embrance those truly masonic virtues, silence and 
Titrmpection. 



The Sword, pointing to a Naked Hearty 



Demonstrates that justice will sooner or later over- 
fake us ; and although our thoughts, words and actions, 
may be hidden from the eyes of men, yet that 

All-seeing Eye, 

horn the Sun, Moon, and Stars obey, and under 
hose watchful care even Comets perform their 
pt-ndous revolutions, pervades the inmost rece>se^ 
the human Heart, and will reward us according 
our merits. 

The Anchor and Ark 

Are emblems of a well-grounded fwpe, and a wefU 
nt life. They are emblematical of that divine Ark, 
ich safely wafts us over this tom^e&taxaus> ^ft^^ 
ami that Anchor wVikh &\\a\\ w**^ 
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in a peaceful harbor, where the wicked cease fro 
troubling, and the weary shall find rest 

Tlie Forty- Seventh Problem of Euclid. 
This was an invention of our ancient fr iend * 
brother, the great Pythagoras, who, in his Iruve 
through Asia, Africa, an J Europe, was initiated in 
several orders of priesthood, and raised to the sublt 
degree of a master mason. This wise philosopher e 
riched his mind abundantly in a general knowledge 
things, and more especially in geometry, or mason r 
On this subject, he drew out many problems and the 
rems; and amonff the most distinguished, he erected 
this, which, in the joy of his heart, he called tap 
(Eureka,) in the Grecian language, signifying / ha 
found it ; and upon the discovery of whicn, he is sa 
to have sacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches masons 
be general lovers of the arts and sciences. 

The Hour- Gtasx 
Is an emblem of human life. Behold ! how swift) 
the sands run, and how rapidly our lives are drawin 
to a close ! We cannot without astonishment behol 
the little particles which are contained in this m 
chine ; — how they pass away almost imperceptibly 
and yet, to our surprise, in the short space of an hou 
'they are all exhausted. Tims wastes man ! To-day, 
he puts forth the tender leaves of hope ; to-morrow, 
blossoms, and bears his blushing honours thick upo 
him ; the next day comes a fro&t, which nips the shoo 
and when bethinks his greatness is still aspiring, h 
falls, like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother earth. 

The Scythe 

Is an emblem of time, which cuts the brittle threa 
of life, and launches us into eternity. — Behold ! wha 
havock tlie scytiie of time makes among the huma 
race ! If by chance we should escape the numerou 
evils incident te childhood and youth, and with heal 



and vigour arrive to the years of manhood ; yet, with- 
al, we must soon be cut down by the all -devouring 
scythe of time, and be gathered into the land where 
our fathers have gone before us. 

Thus we close the explanation of the emblems upon 
the solemn thought of death, which, without revelation, 
is dark and gloomy ; but the Christian is suddenly re- 
vived by the ever green and ever living sprig of Faith 
in the merits of the Lion of the tribe of Judah ; which 
strengthens him, with confidence and composure, to 
look forward to a blessed immortality ; and doubts not, 
but in the glorious morn of the resurrection, his body 
will rise, and become as incorruptible as his soul* 

Then let us imitate the Christian in his virtuous ami 
amiable conduct; in his unfeigned piety to God ; in 
his inflexible fidelity to his trust; tnat we may u< ! 
come the grim tyrant Death, and receive him as a kind 
messenger sent from our Supreme Grand Master, to 
translate us from this imperfect to that all -perfect, 
glorious, and celestial Lod^c above, where the Su- 
preme Architect of the universe presides. 

CHARGE at raining to the sublime degree of 
Master Mason, 

Brother, 

Tour *eal for the institution of masonry ; th 
progress you have made in the mystery ; an 
your conformity to our regulations, have pointed 
you out as a proper object of our favor and este^ft. 
Tou are now bound by duty, honour and gratitude, 
to be faithful to your trust ; to support the dignity 
of your cliaructt r on every occasion ; and to en- 
force, by precept and example, obedience to the 
tenets of the order. 

In the character of a master mason* 
4* 
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authorized tp correct the errors and irregularities 
of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them 
against a breach of fidelity. To preserve the re- 
putation of the fraternity unsullied, must be your 
constant care ; and for this purpose, it is your 
province to recommend to your inferiors, obedi- 
diencc and submission ; to your equals, courtesy 
and affability ; to your superiors, kindness and 
condescension. Universal benevolence you are 
always to inculcate; and, by the regularity of 
your own behaviour, afford the best example for 
the conduct of others less informed. The ancient 
land-marks of the order, entrusted to your care, 
you are carefully to preserve ; and never suffer 
them to be infringed, or countenance a deviation 
from the established usages and customs of the 
fraternity. 

Your virtue, honour and reputation, are con- 
cerned in supporting with dignity the character 
you now bear. Let no motive, therefore, make 
you swerve from your duty, violate your vows, or 
betray your trust ; but be true and faithful, and 
imitate the example of that celebrated artist, 
whom you this evening represent. Thus you will 
render yourself deserving of the honour which we 
have conferred, and merit the confidence that we 
have reposed. 




MAKK MASTER'S DEGREE. 



BY the influence of this degree, each operative 
mason, at the erection of King Solomon's temple, was 
known ami distinguished, by the Senior Grand War- 
den, If defects were found, the overseers w T ere cna 
filed, without difficulty, to ascertain who was the faulty 
workman: so that deficiencies might be remedied, 
without injuring the credit or diminishing the reward 
of the industrious and faithful of the craft. 



CHARGE to be read at Opening. 

u Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all malice, am 
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings. If so be ye have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious; to whom coming, as unto a living 
stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
God, and precious ; ye also* as living stones, be 
>e built up » spiritual house, an holy priesthood, 
to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God. 

44 Brethren, this is the will of God, that with 
well-doing, ye put to silence the iguoranae of fool- 
ish men* As free, and not as using your liberty 
for a cloak of maliciousness ; but as the servants 
of God. Honour all men ; love the brotherhood ; 
God." 
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SECTION FIRST. 

The first section explains the manner of opening a 
Mark Master's Lodge; and recapitulates the mystic 
ceremony of the preparatory circumstance of intro- 
ducing a candidate. The number of artists employed in 
building the Temple is specified ; and the progress 
they made in architecture, is remarked ; and it ends 
with a beautiful display of the manner in which one of 
lie principal events originated, which characterizes 
this degree. 

SFXTION SECOND. 

In the second section is recited the mode of adfajfo- 
iO£ a candidate to this degree — By which the mark 
master is instructed in the origin and history of the 
Degree, and in the indispensable obligations he is un- 
der to stretch forth his assisting hand for the relief of 
an indigent and worthy brother, to a certain specified 
extent We are here taught to ascribe praise to the 
meritorious, and to dispense rewards to the diligent 
and industrious. 

The following texts of scripture are introduced and 
explained. 

Psalm cxviii. 22. 
f< The stone which the builders refused, is become 

the head stone of the comer." Matt. xxj. 4Z. 

" Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which 
the builders rejected, is become the head of the cor- 
ner?" Mahk xin 10, "And have you not read 

this scripture. The stone which the builders rejected, 

is become the hend of the corner ?" Lufc* xr. IT. 

«« \\ hat is this 'hen, that is written, The atone which 
the builders rejected, is become the head of the cor* 
tier." 



MARK MASTER. 



Acts iv. 11. 

! This is the stone which was set at nought of you, 
builders, which is become the head of the corner." 

Rev. of St, John ii, IT. 
*' To him that overcometh, will I give to eat of the 
hidden manna ; and I will give him a white stone t and 
in the stone a new name written, which no man know- 
cth, saving him that receiveth it." 

Rev, iti. IS. 
w He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear-" 

2 Chrok. si , 16. 
H And wc will cut wood out of Lebanon, as muck 
as thou shalt need ; and we will bring it to thee in 
floats by sea to Joppa, and thou shalt carry it up to 
Jerusalem," 

EfcEKiEL xliv. 1 and 5. 
«■ Then he brought me back the way of the gate of 
the outward sanctuary, which looketh towards the 
east, and it was shut. And the Lord said unto me, 
Son of man, mark well, and behold with thine eyes, 
and hear with thine ears, all that I say unto thee, con- 
cerning all the ordinances of the house of the Lord, 
and all the laws thereof ; and mark well the entering 
in of the house, with every going forth of the sanctua- 
ry." 

The working tools of a mark master, are the chfefit 
and mallet 
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The Chisel 

Morally demonstrates the advantages of discipline 
and education. The mind, like the diamond in its ori- 
ginal state, is rude and unpolished ; but as the effect 
of the chisel on the external coat soon presents to view 
the latent beauties of the diamond ; so education dis- 
covers the latent virtues* of the mind, and draws them 
forth to range the large field of matter and space* to 
display the summit of human knowledge, our duty to 
God and to man. 

The Mallet 

Morally teaches to correct irregularities, and to re- 
duce man to a proper level ; so that, by quiet deport- 
ment, he may, in the school of discipline, learn to be 
content. — What the mallet is to the workman, enlight- 
ened reason is to the passions: it curbs ambition, it 
depresses envy, it moderates anger, and it encourages 
good dispositions ; whence arises amoji^ ^ood masons 
that comely order, 

u Which nothing earthly gives, nr rn» tltsfjor, 
« The iociTs calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy 

CHARGE to be delivered what a candidate is ad- 
vanced to the degree of Mark Master. 
Brother, 

I congratulate you on having been thought 
worthy of being advanced to this honourable de- 
gree of masonry. Permit me to impress it on 
your mind, that your assiduity should ever be 
commensurate with your duties, which become 
more and more extensive, as you advance in ma 
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nry. In the honorable character of mark mas- 
ter mason, it is more particularly your duty to en- 
deavour to let your conduct in the lodge, and 
Among your brethren, he such as may stand the 
test of the Grand Overseer's square ; that you 
may not, like the unfinished and imperfect work 
of the negligent and unfaithful of former times, 
be rejected and thrown aside, as unfit for that 
spiritual building, that house not made with hands, 
menial in the heavens. 

While such is your conduct, should misfortunes 
assail you, should friends forsake you, should envy 
traduce your good name, and malice persecute 
you ; yet may you have confidence, that among 
mark master masons you will find friends who will 
administer relief to your distresses, and comfort 
your afflictions ; ever bearing in mind, as a conso- 
lation under all the frowns of fortune, and as ao 
encouragement to hope for better prospects, that 
the stone which the builders rejected^ [possessing 
merits to them unknown,] became the chief stone 
of the corner. 



The fallowing Song is sung previtus tt cUsin* 
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MARK MASTER'S SONG. 
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Mark Masters all ap-pear, Be-fore the 
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Mark Mas-ters all ap pear, Be-fore the 



Chief O'er-seer, In con-eert move j Let him your 



Chief O'er-seer, In con -cert more; Let him your 
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work in-spect, For the Chief Ar-chi-tect ; If there be 





work Ui*spect f Fur the Chief Ar-chi-tect ; I f there be 
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You who have pass'd the square, 
For your rewards prepare, 

Join heart and hand ; 
Each with his mark in view, 
March with the just and true ; 
Wages to you are due, 

At your command. 

Hiram, the widow's son, 
Sent unto Solomon 

Our great key-stone ; 
On it appears the name 
Which raises high the fame 
Of all to whom the same 

Is truly known. 

Now to the westward move, 
Where, full of strength and love. 

Hiram doth stand ; 
But if imfiostors are 
Mix'd with the worthy there, 
Caution them to beware 

Of the right hand. 

Now to the praise of those 
Who triumph 'd o'er the foe* 
Or mason's art; 

5 
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To the praiseworthy three. 
Who founded this degree ; 
May all their virtues be 

Deep in our hearts* 

Previous to closing, the following Parable is i 
cited. 

Matthew xx. 1 — 16. S 1 
" For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that 
is an householder, which went out early in the morn- 
ing to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he 
had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he 
sent them into his vineyard* And he went out about 
the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the 
market place, and said unto them, Go ye also info the 
vineyard, and whatsoever is right, I will give you. — 
And they went their way. And again he went out 
about the sixth and ninth hour, and did Likewise. And 
about the eleventh hour, he went out and found others 
standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye 
here all the day idle ? They say unto him, Because 
no man hath hired us. He saith uuto them, Go ye 
also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right, that 
shall ye receive. So, when even was come, the lord 
of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the la- 
bourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the 
last unto the first. And when they came, that were 
hired about the eleven th hour, they received every 
man a penny. But when die first came, they sup- 
posed that they hhould have received more, and they 
likewise received every man a penny. And when 
they received it, they murmured agaitttt the good man 
tfthe /icwse, saying, These last have wrought but one 
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hour, and thou bast made them equal unto us, which 
have borne the burden and heat of the day. But he 
answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no 
wrong; didst thou not agree with me for a penny? 
Take that thine is, and go thy way ; I will give unto 
this last even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to 
do what I will with my own ? Is thine eye evil, be- 
cause I am good ? So the last shall be first, and the 
first last : for many be called, but few chosen." 
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PRESENT, or PAST MASTER'S 
DEGREE. 



THIS degree treats of the government of our 
society ; the disposition of our rulers; and illustrates 
their requisite qualifications. It includes the ceremo- 
ny of opening and closing lodges in the several pre- 
ceding degrees : it comprehends the ceremonies and 
forms of installations, consecrations, laying the foun- 
dation stones of public buildings, and also at dedica- 
tions and at funerals, by a variety of particulars ex 
planatory of those ceremonies, 

SECTION FIRST. 

This section contains the form of a petition for let- 
ters of dispensation, or a warrant of constitution for a 
lodge, empowering them to work- The ceremonies of 
Constitution and Consecration are considered, with 
the form of a Grand Procession* ^ 

Form of Petition for a Charter or Warrant to estab- 
lish anew Lodgt* 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State 

of , the petitioners hereof humbly shew, that 

they ve ancient > free, and accepted Master Masons. 
Having the prosperity of the Fraternity at heart, they 
are willing to exert their best endeavors to promote 
and diffuse the genuine \>nuc\\*\es ^^unm^ 
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For the convenience of their respective dwellings, 
and for other good reasons, they are desirous of form- 
ing a new Lodge in the tow n of to be named 

% In consequence of this desire, and for the good 
of the craft, they pray for a Charter, or Warrant, to 
empower them to assemble as a legal Lodge, to dis- 
charge the duties of masonry, in the several degrees 
of Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master Ma- 
son, in a regular and constitutional manner, according 
to the ancient form of the fraternity, and the laws 
and regulations of the Grand Lodge. That they have 
nominated and do recommend A. B. to be the first 
master, C. D. to be the first senior warden, and E. F. 
to be the first junior wardeu of said Lodge : that, if 
the prayer of the petition should be granted, they 
promise a strict conformity to all the constitutional 
laws, rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

This petition must be signed by at least seven reg- 
ular masons, and recommended by some lodge contig- 
uous to the place where the new lodge is tu be held. 
It must be delivered to the Grand Secretary, whose 
duty it is to lay it before the Grand Lodge. 

After a charter is granted by the Grand Lodge, the 
Grand Master appoints a day and hour for constitu- 
ting and consecrating the new lodge, and for install- 
ing the master, wardens, and other officers* The 
Grand Master has power to appoint some worthy Past 
Master, with full power to consecrate, constitute, and 
instal the petitioners. 

(krtnxony of Constitution and Consecration. 



On the day and hour appointed, the Grand Master 
and his officers meet in a convenient room wsax N» 
Lodge to be constituted, and open \u V\*> V\\v^ ^j** 
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After tlie officers in the new lodge are examined* they 
send a messenger to the Grand Master, with the fof 
lowing message : viz. 



Most Worshipful, 

The officers and brethren of Lodge, who are 

now assembled at , have instructed me to in 

form you, that the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge was 
pleased to grant them a Charter, authorizing them 
form and open a lodge of free and accepted masons 

the town of : They are now desirous that 

their lodge should be consecrated, and their officers 
installed in due and ancient form; for which purpose 
they are now met, and await the pleasure of the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, 



re 
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Lodge walk m 
When the 



When notice is given, the Grand 
procession to the hall of the new Lodge. 
Grand Master enters, the grand honours are given by 
the new lodge ; the officers of which resign their seats 
tothegraad officers, and take their several stations on 
the left. 

The necessary cautions are given; and all, except- 
ing Present or Past Masters of lodges, are re- 
quested to retire until, the Master of the new lodge 
is inducted into the Oriental Chair of Solomon* He 
is then bound to the faithful performance of his 
trust, and invested >vith the characteristics of 
chair. 

Upon due notice, the Grand Marshal reconducts 
the brethren into the hall ; and all take their places, 
except the members of the new lodge, who 
procession on one side of the hall* As they ad van 
the Grand Master addresses thtm. 

" Brethren, behoH your Master.'* 

They maVe the ptt>pfei salutations as t hey pas 
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A grand procession is then formed, in the following 
order; viz. 

Tyler with a drawn Sword ; 
Two Stewards with white Rods ; 
Entered Apprentices ; • 
Fellow-Crafts ; 
Master Masons ; 
Stewards ; 
S£ Junior Deacons ; 
3 Senior Deacons ; 
E Secretaries ; 

Treasurers ; 
Past Wardens ; 
Junior Wardens ; 
Senior Wardens ; 
Past Masters ; 
Mark Masters ; 
Royal Arch Masons ; 

Select Masters ; 
Knights Templars ; 
Masters of Lodges. 

The New Lodge. . 

Tyler with a drawn Sword ; 
Stewards with white Rods ; 
Eutered Apprentices ; 
Fellow-Crafts ; 
Master Masons ; 
Junior and Senior Deacons ; 
Secretary and Treasurer ; 
Two Brethren, carrying the ¥\<mmmi^,* wU^^ 
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Junior and Senior Wardens ; 
The Holy Writings, carried by the oldest or some 
suitable member, not in office ; 
The W. Master ; 
Music. . 

The Grand Lodge. 

Grand Tyler with drawn Sword ; 
Grand Stewards with white Rods ; 
A Brother carrying a Golden Vessel of Corn ;* 
Two Brethren, carrying the Silver Vessels, one of 
Wine, the other of Oil ; 
Grand Secretaries ; 
Grand Treasurers ; 
A burning Taper, borne by a Past Master ; 

A Past Master bearing the Holy Writings, Square and 
Compasses, supported by two Stewards 
with white Rods ; 

Two burning Tapers, borne by two Past Masters ; 
The Tuscan, and Composite Orders ; 
The Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian Orders ; 
Past Grand Wardens ; 
2 Past Deputy Grand Masters ; 
| Past Grand Masters ; 

»L The Globes ; 

Clergy and Orator ; 
R. W. Junior and Senior Grand Wardens ; 
R. W. Deputy Grand Master ; 

The Master of the oldest Lodge, carrying the Book of 
Constitutions ; 
The M. W. Grand Master ; 
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The Grand Deacons* on a line seven feet apart, on the 
right and left of the Grand Master, with black rods ; 
Grand Sword Bearer, with a drawn Sword , 
Two Stewards, with white rod*. 

The Marshals conduct the procession (o the church, 
tr house, where the services are to be performed. 
When the front of the procession arrives at the door, 
they halt, open to the right and left, and face inward ; 
while the Grand Master and others, in succession, 
pass through and enter the house. 

A platform is erected in front of the pulpit, and 
provided with seats for the accommodation of the 
Grand Officers. 

The Holy Bible, Square and Compasses, and Book 
of Constitutions, are placed upon a tabic in trout of 
the Grand Master: the flooring is then spread in *he 
centre, upon the platform, covered with unite satin or 
linen, and encompassed by the three tapers, and the 
vessels of corn, wine, and otf* 

SERVICES, 

1. A pace of Music 

2. Prayer. 
5. An Oration. 

4. A piece of Music* 

5. The Grand Marshal forms the officers and mem 
hers of the new Lodge in front of the Grand Master. 
The Deputy Grand Master addresses the Grand Mas 
ter as follows: 

Most Worshipful* 
A number of brethren, duly instructed in the mys- 
teries of Masonry, having assembled together at stated 
I- ik by virtue of a dispensation granted them for 
that purpose, do now desire to S&wmtUuled into a 
regular lodge, agreeably to the ancient usages andcuv 
toms of the fraternity. 
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The dispensation and records are presented to 
Grand Master, who examines the records, and, if fou 
correct, proclaims : 

The records appear to be correct, and are approv 
Upon due deliberation t the Grand Lodge have graut 
the brethren of this new Lodge a charter, establishing 
and confirming them in the rights and privileges of t 
regular constituted Lodge ; which the Grand Secreta- 
ry will now read. 

After the charter is read, the Grand Master then 
says, 

We shall now proceed, according to ancient usage, 
to constitute these brethren into a regular Lodge. 

Whereupon the several officers of the new Lod 
deliver up their jewels and badges to their Maste 
who present* them, with his own, to Ihe Deputy Gran 
Master; and he to the Grand Master. 

The Deputy Grand Master presents the Master 
Elect to the Grand Master, saying. 

Most Worshipful, 

I present you Brother , whom the members 

of the Lodge, now to be constituted, have chosen for 
their Master* 

The Grand Master asks them if they remain satis- 
tied with their choice, [Tliey bow in token of ansent.J 

The Master elect then presents, severally, his war- 
dens and other officers, naming them and their respec- 
tive offices. The Grand Master asks the brethren if 
they remain satisfied with each and all of them. [77iey 
bow as before.] 

The officers and members of the new Lodge form * 
front of the Grand Master ; and the business of Con 
secration commences with aotemu isv\i%\c. 



6. Ceremony of Consecration* 

The Grand Master, attended by the Grand Officer* 
and the Grand Chaplain, form themselves in order 
round the lodge — all devoutly kneeling* 

7. A piece of solemn music is performed while the 
Lodge is uncovered* 

After which, the first clause of the Consecration 
Prayer is rehearsed, which is follows : 

ik Great Architect of the universe I Maker and 
Ruler of all worlds ! deign, from thy celestial tem- 
ple, from realms of light and glory, to bless us in 
all the purposes of our present assembly ! We 
humbly invoke thee to give us at this, and at all 
times, wisdom in all our doings, strength of mind 
in all our difficulties, and the btauty of harmony 
in all our commimications ! Permit us, O thou 
Author of light and life, great Source of love and 
happiness, to erect this Lodge, and now solemnly 
to consecrate it to the honour of thy glory ! 

** Glory be to God on high," 

[Response by the brethren.] 

,k As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be ; world without end. Amen." 

The Deputy Grand Master takes the Golden Vessel 
of Corn, and the Senior and Junior Grand Wardens 
take the Silver Vessels of Wine and Oil, and sprinfcli 
the elements of consecration upon the Lodge. 

[The Grand Chaplain then continues:] 

11 Grant, O Lord our God, that those who are 
now about lo be invested with the government 
this Lodge r may be endued wnh VvsAorax Vfc ^ 
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struct their brethren in all their duties. May br&~ 

thcrhj love, relit f \ and truths always prevail among 
the members of this Lodge 5 and may this bond of 
union continue to strengthen the Lodges through- 
out the world ! 

" Bless all our brethren, wherever dispersed ; 
and grant speedy relief to all who are either op- 
pressed or distressed. 

4< We affectionately commend to thee, all the 
members of thy whole family, Mux they increase 
in grace, in die knowledge of thee, and in the love 
of each other. 

11 Finally : may we finish all our work here be- 
low, with thy approbation ; and then have our 
transition from this earthly abode to thy heavenly 
temple above, there to enjoy lighi, glory and bliss, 
ineffable and eternal ! 

" Glory be to God on high." 
[Response by the brethren J 

" As it was in the beginning is now, and eve 
shall be. So mote it be. Amen." 

8. A piece of solemn music is performed while 
Lodge is covered, 

9p The Grand Chaplain then dedicates the Lodj 
in the following term* : 

" To the memory of the HOLY ST. JOHNS 
we dedicate this Lodge* May every brother re 
vere their character, and imitate their virtues. 

"•Glory be to God cm tiv^u" 
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[Response.] 

" As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end, 

11 So mote it be. Amen/* 

10, A piece of music is performed, while the breth- 
ren of the new Lodge advance in procession to salute 
the Grand Lodge, with their hands crossed upon their 
breasts, and bowing as they pass. They then take 
their places as they were. 

11, The Grand Master then rises, and constitutes 
the new Lodge in the form following: 

*' In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge, I now constitute and form you, my belov- 
ed brethren, into a regular Lodge of free and ac- 
cepted Masons. From henceforth I empower you 
to meet as a regular lodge, constituted in conform- 
ity to the rites of our order, and the charges of ouf 
ancient and honourable fraternity and may the 
Supreme Architect of the universe prosper, direct 
and counsel you, in all your doings. 
[Response.] 

u So mote it be, Amen." 

SECTION SECOND. 

Ceremony of Installation* 

► Grand Master, or (wstili'i^ officer, addresses 
ster Elect in the words following, viz. 

Brother, 

Previous to your investiture, \t U uece^arvf ^fcuax 
yon should siguity your ;t^ei\t Vo <ho^ «sma«wv 
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charges and regulations, wlueh point out the 
of a Master of a Lodge. 

I. You agree to be a good man and u no. 
strictly to obey the moral law, 

II. You agree to be a peaceable subject, 
cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country 
in which you reside. 

III. Yon promise not to be concerned in plot* 
and conspiracies against government ; but patient- 
ly to submit to the decisions of the supreme legi 
lature. 

IV. Ynu agree to pay a proper respect to tr 
civil magistrates, to work diligently , live credi 
bly, and act honorably by all men. 

V. You agree to hold in veneration, the ori 
ad rules and patrons of the order of masonry, an 
their regular successors, supreme and subordinat 
according to their stations ; and to submit to tlir 
awards and resolutions of your brethren, wlr 
convened, in every case consistent with the CO 
stitutions of the order* 

VI. You agree to avoid private piques an 
quarrels, and to guard against intemperance an 
excess. 

VII. You agree to be cautious in carriage and 
behaviour, courteous to your brethren, and faithful 
to your lodge. 

VIII. You promise to respect genuine brethren 
and to discountenance impostors, and all dis*«?nlc 

from the original plan of maswurv. 
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. You agree to promote the general good of 
society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to prop- 
-^te the knowledge $f the art, 

Jl/ You promise to pay homage to the Grand 
Master for the time being, and to his officers when 
duly installed; and strictly to conform to every 
edict of the Grand Lodge, or general assembly of 
masons, that is not subversive of the principles and 
ground work of masonry* 

XI. You admit, that it is not in the power of 
any men, or body of men, to make innovations in 
the body of masonry. 

XII. You promise a regular attendance on the 
committees and communications of the Grand 
Lodge, on receiving proper notice, and to pay 
attention to all the duties of masonry, on conven- 
ient occasions. a . 

XIII. You admit, that no new lodge shall be 
formed without permission of the Grand Lodge : 
and that no countenance be given to an irregular 
lodge, or to any person clandestinely initiated 
therein, being contrary to the ancient charges of 
the order. 

XIV. You admit, that no person can be regu- 
larly made a mason in, or admitted a member of, 
any regular lodge, without previous notice, and 
due inquiry into his character, 

XV- You agree that no visiters shall be re 
'ived into your lodge, without <h*e 
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^iid producing proper vouchers of their having 
heen initiated into a regular lodge. 

These are the regulations of free and accepted ma- 
ons. 

The presiding officer then addresses the Master a* 

iilJows : 

Do you submit to these charges, and promise 
support these regulations, as masters have dour 
i all ages before you ? 

The Master is to answer, J do* 
The presiding officer then addresses him : 

Brother A- B* 

In consequence of your cheerful conformity to 
lie charges and regulations of the order, you are 
uow to be installed Master of this * lodge, in full 
confidence of your care, skill, and capacity to 
overn the same. 

[The, new master is then regularly invested with 
he insignia of his office, and the furniture and i tuple - 

aents of his lodge.] 

The various implements of the profession art 
emblematical of our conduct in life, and upon this 
occasion are carefully enumerated. 

The Holy Writings, that great light in masonry, 
will guide you to all truth; it will direct your paths 
to the temple of happiness, and point out to you 
the whole duty of man. 

• If thin lodge is incited for the firtt time, \t is cnllrrt. « Tfcn 
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The Square teaches us to regulate our actions 
by rule and line, and harmonize our conduct by 
the principles of morality and virtue. 

The Compasses teach us to limit our desires in 
every station ; that, rising to eminence by merit, 
we may live respected, and die regretted. 

The Rule directs that we should punctually ob- 
serve our duty ; press forward in the path of vir- 
tue, and, neither inclining to the right nor to the 
left, in all our actions have (eternity) in view. 

The Line teaches the criterion of moral recti- 
tude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation and 
action, and to direct our steps to the path which 
leads to a glorious immortality. 

The Book of Comiitutions, you are to search at 
all times . Cause it to be read in your lodge, that 
none may pretend ignorance of the excellent pre- 
cepts it enjoins. 

You will also receive in charge the By-Laws 
of your lodge, which you are to see carefully and 
punctually executed. 

CHARGE upon the Installation of ike Master of 
a Lodge* 

Worshipful Master: 

Being appointed Master of this lodge, ym fan- 
not be insensible of the obligations which devolve 
on you, as their head ; nor of your responsibility 
for the faithful discharge of die important dsttv^s 
annexed to your appointment* 
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The honour, reputation, and usefulness of your 
lodge, will materially depend on the skill and as- 
siduity with which you manage its concerns; 
while the happiness of its members will be gene 
rally promoted, in proportion to the zeal and abil- 
ity with which you propagate the genuine princi- 
ples of our institution. 

For a pattern of imitation, consider the great 
luminary of nature, which, rising in the East, reg- 
ularly diffuses light and lustre to all within its 
circle. In like manner, it is your province to 
spread and communicate light and instruction to 
the brethren of your lodge. Forcibly impress up 
on them the dignity and high importance of ma 
sonry, and seriously admonish them never to dis- 
grace it. Charge them to practice out of the lodge, 
those duties which are taught in it ; and by amia- 
ble, discreet, and virtuous conduct, to convince 
mankind of the goodness of the instittttition ; so 
that, when any one is said to he a member of it, 
the world may know that he is one to whom the 
burthened heart may pour out its sorrows ; to 
whom distress may prefer its suit ; whose hand is 
guided by justice, uud his heart expanded by be- 
nevolence. In short, by a diligent observance of 
the by-laws of your lodge, the constitutions of ma- 
sonry, an«» above all, the Hohj Scriptuns, which 
are given as a rule and guide to your faith, you # 
will he enabled to acquit yourself with honour an 
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reputation, and lay op a crown of rejoicing, which 
*hall continue when litne shall be no more. 

i 



The subordinate officers are then severally invested 
the presiding officer, who deliver* each of thetn a 
tort Charge, as follows ; viz. 



1 

a 



The Senior Warden, 

Brother C\ D. 

You are appointed Senior Warden of this lodge 4 
and are now invested with the ensign of your office. 

The Level demonstrates that we are descended 
from the same stock, partake of the same nature, 
d share the same hope ; and though distinctions 
aong men are necessary to preserve subordina- 
on f yet no eminence of station should make ua 
rget that we are brethren : for he who is placed 
n tlie lowest spoke of fortune's wheel, may be 
i- mi tied to our regard $ because a time will come, 
and the wisest knows not how soon, when all dis- - 
inction, but that of goodness, shall cense ; and 
h uli, the grand leveller of human greatness, re- 
uce us to the same state. 
Your regular attendance on otrr stated meetings, 
csseutially necessary. In the absence of the 
aster, you are to govern this lodge ; in his pres- 
nce, you are to assist him in the government of 
it 1 firmly rely on your knowledge of masonry,, 
and attachment to the lnd^e, for the faithful dis- 
e of the duties of this important trust, — 
t»k well io the H tst ! 
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The Junior Warden. 

Brother E. F. 

You are appointed Junior Warden of this lodge, 
and are now invested with the badge of your oQice* 
The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in 
our several stations ; to hold the scales of justice 
in equal poise ; to observe the just medium be- 
tween intemperance and pleasure ; and to make 
our passions and prejudices coincide with the line 
f our duty. 

To you is committed the superintendance Of 
the craft, during the hours of refreshment : — it b 
therefore indispensably necessary, that you should 
not only be temperate and discreet, in the indul- 
gence of your own inclinations, but carefully ob- 
serve that none of the craft be suffered to convert 
the purposes of refreshment into intemperance 
and excess. 

Your regular and punctual attendance is partic- 
ularly requested ; and I have no doubt that yoti 
will faithfully execute the duty which you owe 
your present appointment.— Look well to t 
South! 

The Treasurer* 

Brother G. H* 

You are appointed Treasurer of this lodge. It 
is your duty to receive all monies from the hands 
of the Secretary, make <W<i *rf i - 
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.4 in I pay them out by order of the Worsbipfid 
faster and the consent of the lodge. 

1 trust your regard for the fraternity will prompt 
vou to the faithful discharge of the duties of your 



The Secretary* 

Brother J, a 

You are appointed Secretary of this lodge. It 
is your duty to observe all the proceedings of the 
lodge ; make a fair record of all things proper to 
be written; to, receive all monies due the lodge, 
and pay them over to the Treasurer, and take hte 
receipt for the same. 

Your good inclination to masonry and this lodge, 
1 hope, will induce yon to discharge your office 
with fidelity ; and by so doing, you will merit the 
esteem and applause of your brethren. 

Senior and Junior Dtttcom* 

Brothers L. M. and N. (X 

You are appointed Deacons of this lodge- T 
you, with such assistance as may be necessary, is 
entrusted the examination of visitors,— It is also 
your province to attend on the master and war- 
dens, and to act as their proxies in the active d 
lies of the lodge ; such as in the reception of ca 
didates into the different degrees of masonry, and 
in the immediate practice of our rites. The Sqnan 
ajid Compasses, as badges of your *ifr« r \ W^V^* 
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your eare, not doubting your vigilance aid atten- 
tion. 

The Stewards. 

Brothers P. Q. and R. S. 

You are appointed Stewards of this lodge. The 
duties of your office are, to assist in the collection 
of dues and subscriptions ; to keep an account of 
die lodge expenses ; to see that the tables are pro- 
perly furnished at refreshment, and that every 
brother is suitably provided for ; and generally to 
assist the deacons and other officers in performing 
their duties. 

Tour regular and early attendance will afford 
the best proof of your zeal and attachment to the 

lodge. 

The Tyler. 

Brother : 

You are appointed Tyler of this lodge ; and I 
invest you with the implement of your office. As 
the sword is placed in the hands of the Tyler, to 
enable him effectually to guard against the ap- 
proach of cowans and evesdroppers, and saffer 
none to pass or repass but such as are duly quali- 
fied ; so it should morally serve as a constant ad- 
monition to us, to set a guard at the entrance of 
our thoughts ; to place a watch at the door of our 
lips ; to post a centinel at the avenue of our ac- 
tions : thereby exc\*fi\Tie; s^ery tv\^%l\fed and 
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worthy thought, word and deed ; and preserving 
consciences void of offence towards God and to- 
wards man. 

Your early and punctual attendance will afford 
the best proof of vour teal for the institution* 



CHARGE to the Brethren of the Lodge. 



Such is the nature of our constitution, that as 
some must of necessity rule and teach, so others 
must of course learn to submit and obey* Humil- 
ity in both is an essential duty* The officers who 
are appointed to govern your lodge, are sufficient- 
ly conversant with the rules of propriety, and the 
laws of the institution, to avoid exceeding the 
powers with which they are entrusted ; and you 
are of too generous dispositions to envy their pre- 
ferment I therefore trust that you will have bnt 
one aim, to please each other, and unite in the 
grand design of being happy, and communicating 
lines** 

Finally, my brethren, as this association ha^ 
been formed and perfected with so much unanimity 
and concord, in which we greatly rejoice, so may 
it long continue. May you long enjoy every sat- 
isfaction and delight which disinterested friendship 
•an afford. May kindness and brotherly affection 
distinguish your condnct f as men, and as masons. 
Within your peaceful walls, may your children's 
ilrtren celebratf with joy and gyaUVude, ^ 
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ttatisaclions of this auspicious solemnity* A mf 
may the tenets of our profession be transmitted 
through your lodge , pure and unimpaired, from 
generation to generation. 

12. The Grand Marshal then proclaims the ne 
Lod^e in the following manner, viz : 

In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand 

Lodge of the State of i I proclaim this new 

Lodge by the name of Lodge, No — , to be 

legally constituted, consecrated, and the officers 
thereof duly installed. 

13. A piece of Music is then performed* 

14. iJenedictton. 

The procession is then formed, and returns in 
tbrm to the hall whence it set out 

The W. Master having been previously inducted 
into the Oriental Chair of Solomon, all but maste 
masons are caused to retire. 

A procession is then formed, and passes three limes 
round the hall ; and upon passing the master, pays 
him due homage by the usual honours, in the different 
decrees. 

During the procession passing round, th» following 

snng is sung* 

HAIL MASONRY divine! 
Glory of ages shine ; 

Long may'st thou reign ; 
Where'er thy lodges stand, 
May they have great command 
And always grace the land. 
Thou Art d\vvc\%* T 
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Great fabrics still arise, 
And grace the azure skies ; 

Great are thy schemes : 
Matchless, beyond compare ; 
No art with thee can share, 

Thou Art divine. 

Hiram, the architect, 
Bid all the craft direct 

How they should build : 
Sol'mon, great IsraePs king, 
Did mighty blessings bring, 
And left us room to sing, 

Hail, royal Art ! 

The Grand Master then directs the Grand Marsha? 
10 form the procession ; when the Grand Lodge walk 
to their own hall, and both Lodges are closed in due 
form. 

SECTION THIRD. 

This section contains the ceremony observed on 
laying the Foundation Stones of Public Structures. 

This ceremony is conducted by the M. W. Grand 
Master and his officers, assisted by such officers and 
members of subordinate Lodges, as can conveniently 
attend. The chief magistrate, and other civil officers 
of the place where the building is to be erected, also 
generally attend on the occasion. 

At the time appointed, the Grand Lodge is con- 
vened in some suitable place. A band of martial music- 
is provided, and the brethren appear in the insignia of 
the order. 

The Lodge is then opened by the Grand Master, 
and the rules for regulating the procession are read 
by the Grand Secretary. The Loage is then adjourn- 
ed ; after which, the procession sets out in due form, 
ih the following order: 

7 
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Procession at laying Foundation Stones* 

"Jtwo Tylers with drawn Swords; 
tyjer of the older Lodge with do* ; 
Two Stewards of the older Lodge ; 
Entered Apprentices; 
Fellow Crafts; 
Master Masons ; 
Past Secretaries; 
Past Treasurers; ^ 
Past Junior Wardens : 
Past Senior Wardens : 
Mark Masiers; 
Past Masters ; 
Royal Arch Masons; 
Select Masters; 
Knights Templars: 
Masters t 
Music; * 

Grand Tyler with a drawn Sword ; 
Grand Stewards with white Rods ; 
. Past Master with a Golden Vessel containing Com; 
Principal Architect, with Square, Level and Plumb; 
Two Past Masters with Silver Vessels, one containing 
Wine, and the other Oil ; 
Grand Secretary and Treasurer; 
The Five Orders ; 
One large Light borne by a Past Master ; 
Tk' Holy Bible, Square and Compasses, borne by a 
Master of a Lodge, supported by two Stewards 

on the rignt and left : 
Two large Lights, borne by two Past Master* : 
Grand Chaplain; 
Blttrgy and Orator; 
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Grand Wardens; 
Deputy Grand Master ; 
The Master of the oldest Lodge, carrying the Book 
of Constitutions on a velvet cushion ; 
Grand Deacons with black Rods, on a line seven 
feet apart ; 
Grand Master; 
Two Stewards with white Rods ; 
Grand Sword -Bearer with drawn Sword. 

A Triumphal Arch U usually erected at the place 
where the ceremony is to be performed* The proces- 
sion passes through the arch ; and the brethren repair- 
ing to their stands, the Grand Master and his officers 
take their places on a temporary platform, covered 
with carpet. The Grand Master commands silence. 
An Ode on Masonry is sung ; after which, the neces- 
sary preparations are made for laying the stone, on 
which is engraved the year of masonry* the name of 
the Grand Master, &c- &c. 

The stone is raised up, by means of an engine erect- 
ed for that purpose, and the Grand Chaplain or Orator 
repeats a shortprayer, 

The Grand Treasurer then, by the Grand Master's 
command, places under the stone various sorts of coin 
and medals of the present age. Solemn music is in- 
troduced, and the stone is let down into its place. 

The principal Architect then presents the working 
tools to the Grand Master, who applies the plumb, 
*f/uare> and level, to the stone, in tneir proper posi- 
tions* and pronounces it to be welj* fgumed, tkue, 

\m\ TRUSTY. 

The Golden and Silver Vessels are next brought to 
the table, and delivered j the former to the Deputy 
Grand Master, and the latter to the Grand Wardens, 
who successively present them to the Grand Master ; 
and he, according to ancient ceremony, pours the corn, 
"he wine, and the oil, which they contain, on the atone, v 
saying, 
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* May the all- bounteous Author of Nature bl 
the inhabitants of tills place with all the nee 
tieSj conveniences and comforts of life ; assist in 
the erection and completion of this building ; pro- 
tect the workmen against every accident, and long 
preserve this structure from decay : and grain to 
us all, a supply of the corn of nourishment, 
WINE of refreshment, and the oil of joy ! 

" So mote it be* Amen. 

He then strikes the stone thrice with the mallet 
and the public grand honours of Masonry arc gi v 
The Grand Master then delivers over to the A refute 
the various implements of architecture, entrusting hi 
with the superintendance and direction of the Wink 
after which, he re-ascends the platform, and an Or 
tiun suitable to the occasion is delivered. 

A voluntary Collection is made for the needy work 
men ; and the sum collected is placed upoo tfie so. 
by the Grand Treasurer. 

A suitable Song in honour of masonry concludes th 
ceremony ; after which, the procession returns to th 
place whence it set out, and the Lodge is closed in 
tiue form* 

SECTION FOURTH. 



fourth section contains the ceremony observed 
Dedication of the Free-Masons' Halls. 



The 

Jttthe Dedication 

On the day appointed, the Grand Master and h 
officers, accompanied by the members i»f the Grand 
Lodge, meet in a convenient room near the place 
where the ceremony is to be performed, and open 
due and ample form, m the third decree of masonry. 

The Master of the Lodge to w hich the Hall to he 
dedicated belongs, being present, addrtt&as 
Master, as follows: 
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Moby Worshipful, 

The brethren of Lodge, being animated 

with a desire of promoting the honour and inter- 
est of the craft, have, at great pains and expense, 
cted a Masonic Hail, for their convenience and 
ccommodaiion* They are desirous that the same 
should be examined by the M. W. Grand Lodge ; 
and if it should meet their approbation, that it 
should be solemnly dedicated to masonic purposes, 
agreeably to ancient form. 

The Grand Master then directs the Grand Marshal 
to form the procession, when they move forward to 
he Hat! to be dedicated. On entering, the music 
will continue while the procession marches three tlme^ 
ound the hall. 

The lodge, or flooring, U then placed in the centre ; 
anil the Grand Master having taken the chair, under 
a canopy of state, the Grand Officers, and the Mas* 
ters and Wardens of the Lodges, repair to the places 

Ereviously prepared for their reception. The three 
ilgbfa and the Gold and Silver Pitchers, with the 
corn, wine and oil, are placed round the Lodge, at the 
head of which stands the Altar, with the Holv Bible 
open, and the Square and Compasses laid thereon, 
with the Charter, Book of Constitutions, and By- 
Laws* 

An Anthem is sung, and an Exordium on Masonry 
riven ; after which, the Architect addresses the Grand 
Master as follows: 

Most Worshipful, 

Having been entrusted with the superintend- 
ence and management of the workmen employed 
in the construction of this edifice; and Ivasvw^x 
1« 
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according to the best of my ability, accomplish 
the task assigned me ; I now return my ih 
for the honour of this appointment, and beg leave 
to surrender up the implements which were conn 
mitted to my care, when the foundation of this 
fabric was laid ; humbly hoping, that the exertions 
which have been made on this occasion, will be 
orowned with your approbation, and that of 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge. 



To which the Grand Master makes the following 
r eply : 



Brother Architect^ 

The skill and fidelity displayed in the execu- 
tion of the trust reposed in you, at the commence- 
ment of diis undertaking, have secured the entire 
approbation of the Grand Lodge ; and they sin- 
cerely pray, that this edifice may continue a last* 
ing monument of the taste, spirit, and liberalii 
its founders* 

An Ode in honour of masonry is sung, accompani 
with instrumental music. 

The Deputy Grand Master then rises, and says 

Most WoftsniFFttL, 

The hall in which we are now assembled, and 
the plan upon which it has been constructed, hav- 
ing met with your approbation, it is the desire of 
the fraternity that it should now be dedicated, ac- 
cording to ancient form and usage. 
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Whereupon the Grand Master requests all to retire, 
but such as are Master Masons. A procession is then 
formed in the following order, viz. 

Grand Sword -Bearer ; 
A Past Master, with a Light ; 

A Past Master, with Bible, Square, and Compasses, 
on a velvet cushion ; 
Two Past Masters, each with a Light; 
Grand Secretary and Treasurer, with Emblems ; 
Grand Junior Warden, with Pitcher of Corn ; 
Grand Senior Warden, with Pitcher of Wine ; 
Deputy Grand Master, with Pitcher of Oil ; 
Grand Master; 
Two Stewards with Rods- 
All the other brethren keep their places, and assist 
in performing an Ode, which continues during the pro- 
cession, excepting only at the intervals of dedication* 
The Lodge being uncovered, the first time passing 
round it, the Junior Grand Warden presents the pitch- 
of Com to the Grand Master, who pours it out upon 
e Lodge, at the same time pronouncing, . 

*' in the name of the Great Jehovah, to whom 
be all honour and glory, I do solemnly dedicate 
this Hall to MASONRY/* 

The grand honours are given. 

The second time passing round the Lodge, the 
Grand Senior Warden presents the pitcher of Wine 
to the Grand Master, who sprinkles it upon the Lodge, 
at the same time saying, 

u In the name of the Holy Saint Johns, I do 

solemnly dedicate this Hail to VIRTUE." 

The grand honours are twice giuen. 



$U .iAbuMU CUAJU'. 



The third time passing round the Lodge, the Depu- 
ty Grand Master presents the Grand Master with the 
pitcher of Oil, who sprinkles it upon the Lodge, say* 

44 In the name of the whole Fraternity, I do so- 
lemnly dedicate this Hall to UNIVERSAL BE- 
NEVOLENCE/ 1 




The grand honours are thrice given, 

A solemn Invocation is made to the Throne of 
Grace, by the Grand Chaplain, and an Anthem sung; 
after which, the Lodge is covered, and the Grand Mas- 
ter retires to his Chair. 

A.n Oration is then delivered, and the ceremonies 
conclude with music 

The Grand Lodge is then closed in due and amph 
form. 



SECTION FIFTH. 



This section contains the ceremony observed at 
Funerals, according to ancient custom ; together with 
the Service used ori such occasions- 
No mason can be interred with the formalities of the 
order, unless he has been raised to the sublime degree 
of Master Mason ; as no Fellow Craft or Entered Ap< 
prentices are entitled to funeral obsequies, nor to ai 
tend the masonic procession, on such occasions. 

All the brethren, who walk in procession, shou 1 
observe, as much as possible, an uniformity in ttiei 
dress. Decent mourning around the left arm, with 
white stockings, gloves and aprons, are most suitable. 



T7ie Funeral Service, 



The brethren being assembled at the lodge room, (or 
some other convenient place,) the presiding officer 
opens the Lodge in the third degree, with the usual 
forms ; and haying stated the purpose of the meeting, 
the gen-ice begins : 
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ter. ■ What man is he tliat Uveth, and shall 
not see death ? Shall he deliver his soul from the 
hand of the grave r" 

Response. ki Man walketh in a vain shadow ; he 
heapcth up riches* and cannot tell who shall gather 
them- 1 ' 

Master. " When he dieth he shall carry nothing 
away ; his glory shall not descend after him-" 

Response. " Naked be came into the world, and 
naked he must return." 

Master, " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away : blessed be the name of the Lord !" 

The Master then taking the roll in his hand, says, 
"Let us live and die Like the righteous, that our last 
end may be like his P* 

The Brethren answer, <( God is our God for ever 
and ever; he will be ourguide even unto death !" 

The Master then records the name and age of the 
deceased upon the roll, and says, 

u Almighty Father ! in diy hands we leave with 
humble submission the soul of our deceased Bro- 
ther." 

The Brethren answer three times, (giving the grand 
honours each time,} 

* The will of God is accomplished ! So mote it 
be. Amen/* 

The Master then deposits the roll in the archieves. 
and repeats the following Prayer : 



b 



a Most glorious God ! author of all good, and 
ivcr of all mercy ! pour down thy blessings upon 
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us j and strengthen our solemn engagements 
the ties of sincere affection ! May the present in- 
stance of mortality remind us of our approaching 
fate, and draw our attention toward thee, the only 
refuge in time of need ! that, when the awtiil mo- 
ment shall arrive, that we are about to quit this 
transitory scene, the enlivening prospect of thy 
mercy, through the Redeemer, may dispel the 
gloom of death ; and after our departure hence in 
peace, and in thy favour, may we be received into 
thine everlasting kingdom, to enjoy, in union with 
the souls of our departed friends, the just reward of 
a pious and virtuous life. Amen." 

A procession is then formed, which moves to the 
house of the deceased, and from thence to the place i 
interment* 



Order of Procession at a Funeral. 

Tyler with a drawn Sword ; 

Stewards with white Rods ; 

Musicians, (if they are masons,) otherwise they follov 
the Tyler. 

Master Masons, 

Senior and Junior Deacons ; 

Secretary and Treasurer ; 

Senior and Junior Wardens ; 

Mark Masters ; 

Past Masters ; 

Royal Arch Masons ; 

Select Masters ; 

Knights Templars \ 
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he Holy Writings, on a cushion, covered with black 
clotn, carried by the oldest (or some suitable) 
Member of the Lodge ; 

The Master ; 

Clergy ; 



rhe Body, with the 
Pall Bearers. 




insignia placed thereon 
Pull Bearers. 



When the procession arrives at the church yard, 
the members of the lodge form a circle round the 
grave ; and the clergymen and officers of the lodge 
take their station at the head of the grave, and the 
mourners at the foot The service is resumed, and 
the following Exhortation is given ; 

" Here we view a striking instance of the tin- 
certainty of life, and the vanity of all human pur- 
suits. The last offices paid to the dead, are only 
aseful as lectures to the living- : — from them we 
are to derive instruction, and to consider every so- 
lemnity of this kind as a summons to prepare for 
•ur approaching dissolution. 

" Notwithstanding the various mementos of 
mortality, with which we daily meet ; notwith- 
standing Death has established his empire over 
all the works of nature ; yet, through some un- 
accountable infatuation, we forget that we are 
born to die ; we go on from one 4e*\$Ffc \» m&tftft 
add hope to hope, and lay rwax \Aw% foe ^ 



ploymem of many years, till we are sudd 
alarmed with the approach of Death, when we 
least expect him, and at an hour which we proba- 
bly conclude to be the meridian of our existence, 

14 What are all the externals of majesty, the 
pride of wealth, or charms of beauty, when Na- 
ture has paid her jnst debt ? — Fix your eyes on 
the last scene, and view life stript of her orna- 
ments, and exposed in her natural meanness ; y 
will then be convinced of , the futility of those em 
ty delusions. In the grave, all fallacies are de- 
tected, all ranks are levelled, and all distinctions 
are done away. 

" While we drop the sympathetic tear over the 
grave of our deceased friend, let charity incline 
us to throw a veil over his foibles, whatever they 
may have been, and not withhold from his memo* 
ry the praise that his virtues may have claimed. 
Suffer the apologies of human nature to plead in 
his behalf. Perfection on earth has never been 
attained ; — the wisest, as w e II as the best of mei 
have erred. 

" Let the present example excite our most sei 
ous thoughts, and strengthen our resolutions 
amendment. As life is uncertain, and all earthly 
pursuits are vain, let us no longer postpone the 
all-important concern of preparing for eternity ; 
but embrace the happy moment, while time and 
opportunity* offer, to provide against the great 
change, when all the ptaasram flote 
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•ease to delight, ana the reflections of a virtuous 
and holy life yield the only comfort and consola- 
tion. Thus our expectations will not be frustrated, 
nor we hurried unprepared into the presence of an 
all-wise and powerful Judge, to whom the secrets 
•f all hearts are known. 

" Let us, while in this state of ex stence, sup- 
port with propriety the character of our profession, 
advert to the nature of our solemn ties, and pursue 
with assiduity the' sacred tenets of our order* 
Then, with becoming reverence, let us seek the fa- 
vour of the Eternal God, through the merits of 
his Son our Saviour, *fco that when the awful mo- 
ment of Death arrives, be it soon or late, we may 
be enabled to prosecute our journey without dread 
or apprehension, to that far distant country, whence 
no traveller returns." 

The following invocations are then made by the 
Master : 

Master. " May we be true and faithful ; and may 
»we live and die in love !" 

Answer. w So mote it be." 

Master. " May we profess what is good, and al- 
ways act agreeably to our profession !" 

Answer. " So mote it be." 

Master. " May the Lord bless us and prosper us 
and may all our good intentions be crowned with suc- 
cess !" 

Answer. " So mote it be." 

8 
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Master, "Glory tn be to God in the highest; 
earth peace ! good will towards men!" 

Answer* *' So mote it be, now, from henceforth, and 
for ever more. Amen«- 7 
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The apron is taken off from the coffin and handed 
to the Master — the coffin is deposited in the gravi 
and the Master says ; 

This Lamb Skin, or white leather Apron, is an em* 
Mem of Innocence, and the badge of a Mason, more an* 
cient than the golden fleece or Roman eagle; more 
honourable than die star and garter, when worthily 
worn. {The Matter tlun deposits it in tin grave^ 
This emblem I now deposit in the grave of our de- 
ceased Brother* By this we are reminded of the uni- 
versal dominion of Death. The arm of Friendship 
aannot oppose the King of Terrors, nor the charms of 
innocence elude his grasp. This grave, that coffin, 
this circle of mourning friends, remind us that we 
too are mortal ; soon shall our bodies moulder to dust 
Then how important for us that we should know that 
our Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter dav upon the liar Ou [The Master, holding the 
evergreen in his hand, continues,] This evergreen i$ 
au emblem of our faith in the immortality of the soul. 
By this we are reminded that we have an immortal 
part within us, which shall survive the gr&ve, and 
which shall never* never, never die. Though like 
•ur Brother whose remains now lie before us, we 
thall soon be clothed in the habiliments of Death and 
deposited in the silent tomb, yet through the roedia- 
fioa of a divine and ascended Saviour, we may am 
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S^entlj hope that our souls will bloom in Eternal 
Spring, 

The brethren then move in procession round the 
place of interment, and severally drop the sprig or ev- 
ergreen into Hie grave ; after which, the public grand 
honour* are givm* 

The Master then continues the ceremony at the 
grave, in the following words : 

From titne immemorial, it has been the custom 
among the fraternity of free and accepted masons, at 
the request of a brother, to accompany his corpse t* 
he place of interment, and there to deposit his re- 
nains with the usual formalities. 

"In conformity to thin usage, and at the request of 
our deceased brother, whose memory we revere, and 
whose loss we now deplore, we have assembled in the 
haracter of masons, and to offer up to his memory, 
efore the world, the last tribute of our affection; 
thereby demonstrating the sincerity t>f our past esteem* 
and our steady attachment to the principle* of the or- 
der. 

u The great Creator having been pleased, out of his 
nercy, to remove our brother from the cares and trou- 
bles of a transitory existence, to a state of eternal du- 
ation, and thereby to weaken the chain, by which we 
are united man to man; may we, who survive him 
anticipate our approaching fate, and be more strongly 
cemented in the ties of union and friendship ; that, 
during the short space allotted to our present exist- 
ence, we may wisely and usefully employ our time; 
and, in the reciprocal of intercourse of kind and CwMV^ 
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ts, mutually p/oraote the welfare and happiness 
«ach other. 

■* Unto the grave we have resigned the body of on r 
ceased friend, earth to earth, dust to dust, ashes to 
iheSj there to remain until the trump shall sound on 
ie resurrection morn. We can cheerfully leave him 
the hands of a Being who has dune all things well ; 
ho is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
onders. Then let us all solmprove this solemn warn- 
ing, that on the great day of account we may receive 
from the compassionate Judge, the welcome invitation, 
*' Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world,*' 
" So mote it be. Amen." 



■ Almighty and eternal God, in whom we live, and 
move, and have our being — and before whom all men 
must appear in the judgment day to give an account of 
their deeds in life ; we, who are daily exposed to the 
dying shafts of death, and now surround the grave of 
•ur fallen brother ; most earnestly beseech thee to im- 
press deeply on our minds the solemnities of this day, 
as well as the lamentable occurrence that has occasion- 
ed them. Here may we be forcibly reminded, that in 
the midst of life we are in death, and that whatever 
elevation of character we may have attained ; however 
upright and square the course we have pursued ; yet 
shortly must we all submit as victims of its destroying 
power, and endure the humbling kvd of the tomb, un- 
til the last loud trump shall sound the summons of our 
rentrrection from mortality and corruption* 
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•'May we have thy divine assistance, merciful 
God, to redeem our mis-spent time ; and in the dis- 
charge of the important duties thou hast assigned us in 
the erection of our moral edifice, may we have wisdom 
from on high to direct us, strength commensurate 
with our task to support us, and the beauty of holiness 
to adorn and render all our performances acceptable 
in thy sight : and when our work is done, and our 
bodies mingle with the mother earth, may our souls, 
disengaged from their cumbrous dust, flourish and 
bloom in eternal day ; and enjoy that rest which thou 
hast prepared for all good and faithful servants, in that 
spiritual house, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens, through the great Redeemer. Amen." 
" So mote it be. Amen." 

The procession then returns in form to the place 
whence it set out, where the necessary duties are com- 
plied with, and the Lodge is closed in the third degree. 

Note. If the Grand Master attends, and presides 
at any ceremony, it is said to be performed in ample 
form; — if a subordinate officer of the Grand lj)dge> 
in due form; — if vested in the master of a subordi- 
nate Jsodge, in form.. 




MOST EXCELLENT MASTER'. 
DEGREE. 



None but those who have been inducted u\tn 
the Oriental Chair of Solomon, by the unanimous suf- 
frages of their brethren, can be admitted to this degree 
of masonry. 

When the temple of Jerusalem was finished, antl 
the cap-stone celebrated, with great joy, King Solo- 
mon admitted to this degree, only those who had prov- 
ed themselves worthy, by then* virtue, skill, and in* 
flexible fidelity to the craft. The duties incumbent 
on a Most Excellent Master are such, that he should 
have a perfect knowledge of all the preceding degrees 



The following Psalm is read at opening. 

Psalm xxiv. 

''The earth is the Lord's and the fulness thereof; 
the world, and they that dwell therein- For he hath* 
founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the 
floods. — Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath 
clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall 
receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness 
from the God ol V\% sah&Xvm, \* tta generatrtm 
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of them that seek him, that seek thy face, Jacob : 
Selah. Lift up jour heads, ye gates ; and be ye lift- 
ed up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory 
shall come in. W ho is this King of Glory ? The Lord, 
strong and mighty ; the Lord, mighty in battle. Lift 
up your heads, ye gates ; even lift them up, ye ever- 
lasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of Glory? The Lord of Hosts, he is 
the King of Glory. Selah." 

The following Psalm is read during the ceremony of 
receiving a candidate in this degree. 

Psalm cxxii. 
" I was glad when they said urito me, Let us go into 
the house of the Lord. Our. feet shall stand within 
thy gates, Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a 
city that is compact together : whither the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to 
give thanks unto the name of the Lord. For there are 
set thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of 
David. 

" Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall pros- 
per that love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and 
prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and 
companions 9 sakes, I will now say, Peace be within 
thee. Because of the house of the Lord our God, I 
will seek thy good." 

The following Song is sung with solemn ceremony. 
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTER'S SONG 
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ALL hail to the mom-ing, That bids us rc-joic 



it i» r# 



ALL bail to the mom-iug, That bids tas rc-j> 
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The tem-ple r s com-ple-ted, Ex-alt high each voice: 




The lem-ple s com pit- ted, Ex-aJt high each voice? 
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To the Pow-er Al-ntfgh-tv, 



To thf Pow-er Al-migMy, who ev-er has gui-ded 




The tribes of old U - rael, ex ♦ alt- tog their fame 
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The tribes of old Is - rael, e* ■ alt - in^ their fee 




To Him, who hath go-ternM our heart* un-di-ti-< 



To ilim, who nath go-vero T d our beam un-di-vi-deii, 
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Let's send forth our voices to praise his rreot Na 
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Let's send forth our voi-ces to praise hii great Name. 
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Companions assemble 
On this joyful day ; 
(The occasion is glorious,) 

The key -stone to lay : 
Fulfill'd is the promise, 

By the ANCIENT OF DAYS, 
To bring forth the cap-stone 
With shouting and praise. 
[Ceremonies."] 
iere is no more occasion for level or plumb-line, 
r trowel or gavel, for compass or square : 
r works are completed, the ark safely seated, 
id we shall be greeted as workmen most rare. 

Now those that are worthy, 

Our toils who have shar'd, 
And prov'd themselves faithful, 

Shall meet their reward. 
Their virtue and knowledge, 

Industry and skill, 
Have our approbation, 

Have gain'd our good will. 

e accept and receive them, Most Excellent Masters, 
rested with honours, and power to p<e»ide ; 
nong worthy crafts- men, wherever assembled, 
ie knowledge of masons to spread far and wide. 

ALMIGHTY JEHOVAH ! 

Descend now and fill 
This Lodge with thy glory, 

Our hearts with good will] 
Preside at our meetings, 

Assist us to find 
True pleasure in teaching 

Good will to mankind. 

ly wisdom inspired the great institution, 
ly strength shall support it till nature expire; 
id when the creation shall fall into ruin, 
t tarufp §JuJJ iikc through tt\enftta*.«t 
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Tlie ceremony closes with the following passage: 

2 Chron\ vii. 1—4. 
Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, 
the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the 
burnt offering and sacrifices ; and the glory of the Lord 
filled the house. And the priest could not enter into 
the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord 
had filled the Lord's house. 

And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire 
came down, and the glory of (he Lord upon the house, 
they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground 
upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the 
Lord, saying, For be is good; for his mercy 

DURETH FOR EVER. 




The following Psalm is read at closing. 

Psalm xxiii. 
"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want, 
Hiaketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadetti 
me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul s be 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou 
pre pa rest a table before me in the presence of mi 
enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my ci 
runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall fol- 
low me all the days of my life ; and I will dwell in 
nwise of the Lord for ever." 
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CHARGE to a Brother who is receiud and afr 
knoivkdgtd as a m.*»t (.rctiUm master. 

41 Brother, 

" Your admittance to this degree of masonry, 
is a proof of the good opinion the brethren 
this lodge entertain of your masonic abiliti 
Let this consideration induce you to be careful o 
forfeiting, by misconduct, and inattention to our 
rules, that esteem which has raised you to the rank 
you now possess. 

" It is one of your great duties as a most excel- 
lent master, to dispense light ;md truth 10 the uuin- 
formed mason ; and I need not remind yoQ ^6f the 
impossibility of complying with tliis obligation, 
without possessing an accurate acquaintance with 
the lectures of each degree, 

*' If yon are not already completely conversant 
in all the degrees heretofore conferred on you, r£= 
member, that an indulgence, prompted by a belie 
that yon will apply yourself with double diligence 
to make yourself so, has induced the brethren 
accept you. 

" Let it therefore be your unremitting study, to 
acquire such a df^ree of knowledge and informa- 
tion, as shall enable you to discharge with propri 
ety, the various duties incumbent on you, and to 
preserve Qnsul'ied, the title now conferred upon 
you, of a MOST EXCELLENT MASTE&" 
Q 



Jt Description of Solomon's Temple. 



This structure, for beauty, magnificence, ami 
pense, exceeded any building which was ever ei 
It was built of large stones of white marble, eti 
hewn, and »q artfully joined together, that t£ 
peared like one entire stone. Its inner fFatts, Jiro 
Posts, Doors, Floors, and Ceilingx, were made ul 
dar and olive wood, and planks ol fir ; which w i n 
tirely covered w ith plates of gold, with various ben 
ful engravings, and adorned with ore cuius jrweU 
many splendid colours. The hails which t 
those plates were also of gold, with heads of utr 
workmanship. The roof was* of olive wood, 
with gold ; and when the sun -hone thereof . t 
tion from it was of such a refulgent nplen 
dazzled the eyes of all who beheld it. Tbi 
width the temple stood, and the courts \ 
adorned on all sides with stately build in?*-, ii 
ters; and i he gates entering therein, were 
beautiful and/degant. The vessels consecrated 
perpetual use of the tempie* were suited to fl?e w §m 
nificence of the edifice hi which they were deposit*! 
and used. 

Josephus states, that there were one hundred 
forty thousand of those vessels, which were made 
gold, and one million three hundred and fortv lh 
sand of silver; ten thousand vestmen s for the prie* 
made of silk, with purple girdles ; and two millions 
purple vestments for the singers. There wen* a! 
two hundred thousand trumpets, and forty thottsan 
other musical instruments, made use ol in the temp 
and in worshipping God. 

According to the most accurate compulation of the 
imber of talents of gold, silver, ami bras*, laid out 
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upon the temple, the sum amounts to sis thuutm 
nine hundred uud four millions, eight humlrefl an 
twenty-two thousand and five hundred pun mis *fft 
lir^; and die jewels are reckoned to exceed thin 
The gold vessels are estimated fcvt Ww4w*l m 
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/-five millions, two hundred and ninety-six thou- 
sand, two hundred and three pounds, and four shil- 
lings, sterling ; and the silver ones, at four*hundrcd anil 
thirty-nine millions, three hundred and forty -four 
thousand pounds sterling; amounting in all, to nine 
hundred and eighty-four millions, six hundred and 
" irty thousand, two hundred and thirty pounds four 
Mings. In addition to this, there were expenses far 
orkmen, ami fur materials brought from Mount Li- 
nus, and the quarries of Zeradatha. There were 
ten thousand men per month in Lebanon, employed in 
falling and preparing the timbers for the crattsmen to 
hew them ; seventy thousand to carry burdens ; eighty 
thousand to hew the stones and timber; and three thou- 
sand three hundred overseers of the work ; who were 
U employed for seven years ; to whom, besides their 
jg?s and diet, King Solomon gave, as a free gift, six 
Tlions, seven hundred and thirty -three thousand., nine 
undreil and seventy -seven pounds. 
The treasure left by David, towards carrying on this 
noble and glorious work, is reckoned to be nine hun- 
dred and eleven millions, four hundred and sixteen 
thousand, two hundred and seven pounds; to which, if 
we add King Solomon's annual revenue, Ida trading to 
Ophir for gold, and tttp presents made him by all the 
irlii, as mentioned 1 Kiu^s x. 24, 25, we shall not 
under at his being able to carry on so expensive a 
ork; nor can we, without impiety, question its sur- 
tffeing all other structures, since wr are assured that 
t was built by the immediate direction of HtiAVBN. 
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This decree is more august, sublime, and im- 
portant, than all which precede it, H impresses nil 
•ur minds a belief of the being and existence of \\\t 
Supreme Grand High Priest ot our Salvation ; who 
without beginning of days or end of yeart»; and G 
•ibly reminds us of the reverence due to his Hi 
Karne, 

In this degree is brought to light many essentia! 
which are of importance to the craft, that were c©n- 
tealed in darkness for the space of four hundred and 
seventy years; and without a knowledge of which 
Masonic character cannot be complete. 

SECTION FIRST. 

This section explains the mode of government 
this degree; it designates the appellation, number J 
situation of the several officers, and points out the pu 
pose and duty of their respective stations. The vari- 
ous colours of their banners are designated; and the 
morals to which they allude are introduced and ex- 
plained. 

The following passage of scripture is read at open 
ing: 

2 Thrss. iii» 6—18, 
Now we command you, brethren, in the name of c 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves , 
•very brother that walketh disorderly, and not 
the tradition which je c«c<t\\%& iw* 
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selves know how je ou^ht to follow us : for we behav- 
ed not ourselves disorderly among you; neither did 
we eat any man's bread for nought ; but wrought with 
labour and travail night and day, that we might not be 
chargeable to any of you ) not because we have not 
power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to 
follow us. For even when we were with you* this we 
commanded you, that if any would not work, neither 
should he eat. For we hear that there are some which 
walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are 
busy bodies. Now them that are such we command 
and exhort, by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quiet- 
ness they work, and eat their own bread* But ye ? 
brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any 
man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be asham- 
ed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish 
hi in as a brother. Now the Lord of peace himself 
give you peace alway^by all means. The Lord be 
with you all. 

The salutation of Paul wirh mine own hand, which 
is the token in every epistle : so I write* The grace 
our Wrd Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

SECTION SECOND. 

This section contains much valuable historical in- 
formation, ami exhibit* to our view, in striking colours, 
that prosperity noj happiness are ever tbe ultimate 
consequences of virtue and justice ; while disgrace 
jd ruin invariably follow tne practices of vice and 
prality. 

Th< k folio* _« - and passages of scripture ax*s. 

introduced durmg die ceremony VUaXlikVtufe 
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Isaiah xliii. 16. 

" I will bring the blind by a way that they knew 
not; I will lead them in paths that they have not 
known ; I will make darkness light before them, and 
•rooked things straight. These things will I do unto 
them, and will not forsake them.' 5 

.» 

Prayer* used at the Exaltation of a Royal Arch 
Mason. 

O thou eternal and omnipotent JEHOVAH, the 
glorious and everlasting I AM, permit us, thy frail, 
dependent and needy creatures, in the name of our 
Most Excellent and Supreme High Prie&t, to approach 
thy divine majesty. And do thou, who sittest betioeen 
the Cherubim, incline thine ear to the voice of our 
praises, and of our supplication ; and vouchsafe to 
commune with us from oft' the mercy seat. We hum- 
bly adore and worship thy unspeakable perfections, 
and thy unbounded goodness and benevolence. We 
bless thee, that when man had sinned, and fallen from 
his innocence and happiness, thou didst still leave un- 
to him the powers of reasoning, and the capacity of 
improvement and of pleasure. We adore thee, that 
amidst the pains and calamities of our present state, 
so many means of refreshment and satisfaction are 
afforded Us, while travelling the rugged path of lift P 
And 0, thou who didst aforetime appear unto thy ser- 
vant Moses in a flame of fire, out of the midst of a 
bush, enkindle, we beseech thee, in each of our hearts^ 
a Hume of devotion to thee, of love to each othej^pnid 
of benevolence and charity to all mankind. Maj the . 
veils of ignorance axiA\Amta^%* V*t*t^ 
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eyes of our understandings, that we may behold and 
adore thy mighty ami wjndrous works. May the rod 
and staff of thy grace arid power continually support 
us, and defend ua from the rage of all our enemle*, and 
especially from the subtil tv and malice of thai old 
serpent, who with cruel vigilance aeeketh our ruin. 
May the leprosy of sin be eradicated fio.n our bo^ms ; 
and may Holiness to the Lor J be engraven upon all 
our thoughts, words and actions* May the i'ict;isv of 
piety ascend continually unto thee, from off the altar 
of our hearts, and burn day and night, as a sv eet- 
smelling savour unto thee. May we daily search the 
records of truth, that we may be more and more in- 
structed in our duty ; and may we share the blessed- 
ness of those who hear the sacred word, and keep iL 
And finally, O merciful Father, when we shall have 
passed through the outward veils of these earthly 
eourts, when the earthly house of this tabernacle shall 
be dissolved, may we be admitted into the Hohj of 
Holies above, into the presence of the Grand Council 
ofheaveu, where the Supreme High Priest fur tier 
presides, for ever reigns. Amen. So mote it bt. 

Exodus Hi. I — 6. 

" Now Moses kept the flock of Jerhro his fathe:-in- 
. law, the priest of Miliian 5 and he led the flock to the 
back side of the desert, and came to the mountain of 
God, even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lore" ap- 
Jf^etred unto him in a flame of fire, out of the mi < t of 
jLtwah; atythe looked, and behold the bu&h bailed 
4 /lj|th fire, and the bush was notconsvmv^d. 
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" And when the Lord saw that he turned aside t* 
see, God called to him out of the bush, and said, Mo- 
ses, Moses ! And he said, Here am I. And he said, 
Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from oft" thy 
feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground. Moreover he said, I am the God of thy fa- 
ther, the God of Abraham, the God of I*aac, and the 
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face: for he warn* 
afraid to look upon God." 

2 Chron. xxxvi. 11 — 20. 

Zedekiah was one and twenty years old, when he 
began to rjjgn, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusa- 
lem. And he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord his God, and humbled not himself before Je- 
retujah the prophet, speaking from the mouth of the 
Lord. And he also rebelled against king Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart* 
from turning unto the Lord God of Israel. Moreover 
all the chief of the priests and the people transgressed 
very* much,, after all the abominations of the heathen 
and polluted the house of the Lord, which he had hal- 
lowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fa- 
thers sent to them by his messengers, because he had 
compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place- 
But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised 
his word, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of 
the Lord arose against his people, till there was no 
remedy. 

Therefore he brought upon them the king of the 
Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword,. 
in the house of their sav\cl>x^^^V^^^m^^\^ 
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young men or maidens, old men', er him that 
stooped for age ; he gave them all into his hand. And. 
all the vessels of the house of God, great and small* 
and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
treasures of the King, and his princes : all these he 
brought to Babylon. 

And they burnt the house of God, and brake dowm 
the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof 
with lire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 
And them that had escaped from the sword, carried he 
away to Babylon ; — where they were servants to him 
and his sons, until the reign of the kingdom of Persia. 

Ezra i. 1 — & 

Now, in the first year of Cyrus, King of Persia, the 
Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, King of Persia, 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his king- 
dom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 
Cyrus, King of Persia, The Lord God of Heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he hath 
charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah.— Who is there among you of all hi* peo- 
ple ? His God be with him, and let him go up to Je- 
rusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the 
Lord God of Israel, which is in Jerusalem. 

Exodus iii. IS, 14. 

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come 
unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, 
The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you ; and 
they shall gay to me, What is his name? what hhall I 
*ay unto them r 
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And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: 
And thus thou shalt say unto the children of Igrad, 
I AM hath sent me unto you. 

Psalm cxli. 

Lord, I cry unto thee : make haste unto me ; give 
ear unto my voice. Let my prayer be set forth before 
thee as incense, and the lifting up of hands as the eve-$ 
ning sacrifice. Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips. Incline not my heart to any 
•vil thing, to practice wicked works with men that 
work iniquity. Let the righteous smite me, it shall be 
a kindness; let him reprove me, it shall be an excel- 
lent oil. Mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord ; 
in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute. 
Keep me from the snares which rhey have laid for me, 
and the gins of the workers of iniquity. Let the wick- 
ed fall into their own nets, while that I withal escape. 

Psalm cxlii. 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice ; with my voice 
onto the L >rd did I make my supplication. I poured 
out my complaint before hi?n : I shewed before him my 
trouble. When my spirit was overwhelmed within 
me, tnen tho«i kuewest my path : in the way wherein 
I walked, havt: Ihey privily laid a snare tor me. I 
h'-sked on my right hand, and hr-held, but there was no 
man that would kno»v m»»: refuge failed me: no man 
cannl for my soul. I cried unto ihee, Lord : 1 said, 
Thou art my refuge, and my portion in the land of the 
living. Attend uuto my cry ; for 1 am brpqght qgKy 
low: deliver me from u\y \&r&t&utOTO °, Cor they", ire 
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stronger than I. Bring my soul out of darkness, that 
I may may praise thy name. 

Psalm cxliii. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord ; give ear to my supplica- 
tion. In thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy right- . 
eousness. And enter not into judgment w ith thy ser- 
vant: for in thy sight shall noiyjnan living be justified. 
For the enemy hath persecuted ray Soul ; he hath made 
me to dwell in darkness. Therefore is my spirit over- 
whelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate. 
Hear me speedily, Lord; my spirit faileth; hide 
not thy face fnmi me, le&t I be like them that go down 
into the pit. Can^.e me to hear thy loving kindness in 
the morninjr ; for in thee d > I trust : cause me to know 
the way wherein I should walk ; for I lift up my soul 
uuio <hee. Teach me to do thy will ; for thou art my 
God: bring my soul out of trouble, and of thy mercy 
cut off mine enemies, for I am thy servant. 

Exodus iv. 1 — 10. 

" And Moses answered and said, Bui behold, they 
will not believe ine, not hearken unto my voice: for 
they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee. 
And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine 
hand? And he said, A rod. And he said, ftist it on 
the ground . and he cast it on the ground, and it became 
a *erpent ; and VIn»es fled from before it. And the 
Lord said unto Mo*e», Put forth thine hand, and take 
it by the tail. And he put forth his hand and caught 
it, and it became a rod in his hand. That they may 
WUeve that the Lord Wod tf yuuv tabac v ^ v*v>\ 
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Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja 
hath appeared unto thee. 

" And the Lord said furthermore unto him, Put 1 
thine hand into thy bosom ; and he put his hand 
his bosom; and when he took it out, behold, his h 
was leprous as snow. And he said, Put thine hi 
into thy bosom a train ; and he put his hand into his 
som again ; and he plucked it out of his bosom, i 
behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. An 
shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neil 
hearken tu the' voice of the first sign, that they will 
lieve the voice of the latter sign. 

" And it shall come to pass, if they will not beli 
also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy \u 
that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and \ 
it ui on the dry land : arid the water which thou tak 
out of the river, 9hall become blood upon the dry lan 

Haggai ii. £—4, 23. 

Speak now to Zerubbabel, the son of Shealfiel, g 
€tTM)r of Judah, and to Jo.Jiua, the son of Josedec, 
high priest, aud to the residue of the people, sayi 
"Who is left among you, that saw this house in her fi 
glory ? and how do you see it now ? is it not, in y< 
eyes, in comparison of it, as nothing? Yet now 
strong, O Zerubbabel ; and be strong, Joshua, sor 
Josedec the high priest ; and be strong, all ye people 
the land, saith the Lord, and work: lor 1 am with y< 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

" In that day, will I take thee, Zerubbabel, i 
servant, the son of Shealtiel, saith the Lord, and w 
make thee as a signet : fori have choteu thee. 9 ' 
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Zkchariah iv. 9, 10. 



The hands of Zerubbabel ha\e laitl the foundation 
of thU house; his hands ahull also finish it; and th >u 
shaft know t/ial the Ijyr.i of hosts liath sent me u.do 
ynu. For who hath de-pi.->ed the day uf small things? 
for they *hall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel, with those seven. 



"Tn that day will I rai*e up the tabernacle of Da- 
vid that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof 
and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in 
the days uf old.*' 

The following passages of scripture are read by the 
High Priest. 



In the beginning God ciTa'ed the heaven and the 
earth. And the earth was wiihont form and \oid; 
and darknes* ua* upon the face of the d*;ep: and the 
S; iiit of God mmed upon the face rf tin* waters.— 
And God said, Let there be light : anil there was 

light. Dkut. x\xi. 24 — -2G. Ami it came to pass^ 

when Moses had made uu end of writing 'he words of 
this law in a book, uniil .hey - ore flushed, ihat ALjscs 
comniandi l the Le\ites v. huh Ln;*c the arfc uf the 
covenant uf the Lord, saun*;, T-ke th\« I).- >k of the 
la»i, a id put i. in the side uf t!": u\ K -.S *he uneiiant 
of ihe Lord your God. that it may tl.ere fi.r a »v : c- 

ne-s againsr thee. Kxonuo xx. £1. And t!, -h It 

put the mercy seat above, ujmui the.uk: ami in die 
ark thou shali put the testimony that I *Vd : -ive ' : .»*e. 
— Exodus xvi. 3si — o4. \nd M jses -;iid, This is 
10 



Amos ix. 11. 



Gfne^is i. 1 — 3. 
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Ihe thing which the Lord commanded), Fill an 
of the manna, to be kept for your generations; 
they may see Ihe bread wherewith I have fed yon 
the wilderness, when I brought you forth from the S 
of Egypt- And Modes said unto Aaron, Take a 
and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it 
before the Lord, to be kept for your generations, 
the Lord commanded Moses, wo Aaron laid it up 

fore the testimony to be kept. Numbehs xvil I 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron'* 
again before the testimony, to be kept for a token- 
Hf.bhlws t\. 2 — 5. For there was a tabernacle iuade; 
the first, wherein was the candlestick, anil the table, 
and the shew -bread, which is called the Sanctmiry. 
And after the veils, the tabernacle, which is called ilic 
Holiest of all ; which had the golden censer, ami the 
ark of the covenant, overlaid round about with gold, 
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aa- 
ron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; 
and over it, the cherubims of glory, shadowing th 
mercy seat ; of which we cannot aow speak partk 
laxly. * # 

Exodvs vi S, 5. 
"And God spake unto Moses, and said unto h 1 
I am the Lord : and I appeared unto Abraham, untc 
Isaac, and onto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty; 
but by my name JEHOVAH was 1 not known u 
them." 

The High Priest will then recite the following pa*- 
gage, previous to investing the saudidate with as im 
jpHtsftt secret of the degree 
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John i. 1 — 5. 
ming was the Word : and the Word 
was with God. and ihe word was God. The *ame 
was in the beginning with God, All things were made 
by him: and withuut him was not any thing made 
that was made. Ln him was life, and the life was the 
In of nun. And the li-ht *liineih in darkness, and 
,e darkness comprehended! h not/ 7 



The following remarks relative to King Solomon's 
Temple, cannot be uninteresting to a Royal Arch Ma- 

rhis famous fabric was situated on jftount Moriah, 
near the pluce where Abraham was about to offer up 
*s son Isaac, and where David met and appeased the 
tro\ing un^e!, who was visible over the tkrrxhing 
oor $ Oman the Jebtmte. h was begun in the fourth 
ear of the reign of Solomon ; the third after the deaih 
uf David; four hundred uiid eighty years after the 
passage of the Red Sea, and on the second day of the 
month Zif, being the second month of the sacred year, 
wlikh answers to the :21st of April, in the year of the 
world two thousand nine hundred and ninety-two; 
nd was carried on with such prodigious speed, that it 
as finished, in all its parts, in little more than seven 
years. 

By the masonic art, and the wise regulations of Solo- 
mon, this famous edifice was erected without the 
sound of the axe, hammer, or any tool of iron; for the 
stones were all hewed, squared und numbered, in the 
quarries of Zciudathah, where they were raised; the 
timbers were titted and prepared in the forest of Leba- 
non, and conveyed by sea in floats to Joppa, and from, 
thence by land to Jerusalem; where the fabric was 
erected by the assislance of wooden instruments pre- 
pared for that purpose. And when the building 
finished, its several parts fitted v'wV v\»x * 
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that it had more the appearance of being the handj 
work of the Supreme Architect of the Universe, than 
of human hands. 

In the year of the world 3029, King Solomon died, 
and was succeeded by his son liehoboam. Soon after 
this, instigated and led on by Jeroboam, the sou of Ne- 
bar, ten of the tribes revolted from Rehoboam, and set 
up a separate kingdom, with Jeroboam at their head; 
In this manner were the tribes of Israel divided, and 
under two distinct governments, for two hundred and, 
fifty-four years. The ten revolted tribes became weak 
and degenerated; their country was laid waste, and 
their government overthrown and extirpated by Sal- 
manezer, King of Assyria. After a series of changes 
and events, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, having 
besieged Jerusalem, and raised towers all round the 
city, 80 that, after defending it for the space of a year 
and a half, it was, in the eleventh year of the reign of 
Zedckiah, King of Judah, surrendered and delivered 
at midnight to the officers of Nebuchadnezzar, who 
jacked and destroyed the temple, and took away all the 
ho'y vessels, together with those 1w'» famnu* brazen 
pillars; and the remnant of the people that escaped the 
sword, carried he away captives to Habyion, where 
they remained servants to him and his successors, un- 
til the reign of Cyrus. King of Persia. Cyrus, in the 
first year of his reign, being directed by that divine 
power which invisibly led him to the throne of Persia, 
issued his famous edict for the liberation of ;he He- 
brew captives, with permission that they should return 
to their native country, and rebuild the cily and house 
ff tht Lurd. Accordingly, the principal people of the 
tribes of Judao and Benjamin, with the Priests and 
Levites. immediately d»»Tiarted for Jerusalem, and com 
menced the great and glorious work. 
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CHARGE to a newly Exalted Companion. 

Worthy Companion, 

By (he consent and assistance of the members 
of this Chapter, you are now exalted to the sub- 
lime and honourable degree of Royal Arch Ma- 
son. The rites and mysteries developed in this 
degree, have been handed down through a chosen 
few, unchanged by time, and uncontrolled by pre- 
judice; and we expect and trust, they will be re- 
graded by you with the same veneration, and 
transmitted with the same scrupulous purity, to 
your successors- 
No one can reflect on the ceremonies of gaining 
admission into this place, without being forcibly 
struck with the important lessons which they 
teach. Here we are necessarily led to contem- 
plate, with gratitude and admiration, the sacred 
Source from whence all earthly comforts flow. — 
Here we find additional inducements to continue 
stedfast and immoveable in die discharge of our 
respective duties; and here we are hound by the 
most solemn ties, to promote each other's welfare, 
and correct each other's failings, by advice, admo. 
nitton, and reproof* As it is our earnest desire, 
;uhJ ii duty v\e owe to our companions of this 
order, that the admission of every candidate into 
this chapter, should be attended by the approba- 
tion of the most scrutinizing eye, we hope always 
to possess die satisfaction of iiuding; noue ^\wjw^ 
10* 
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us, but such as will promote, to the utmost of 
their power, the great end of our institution. By 
paying due attention to this determination, we ex- 
pect you will never recommend any candidate to 
this Chapter, whose abilities, and knowledge of 
the preceding degrees, you cannot freely vouch 
for, and whom you do not firmly and confidently 
believe, will fully conform to the principles of our 
order, and fulfil the obligations of a Royal Arch 
Mason. While such are our members, we may ex- 
pect to be united in one object, without lukewarra- 
ness, inattention or neglect ; but zeal, fidelity and 
affection, will be the distinguishing characteristics 
of our society ; and that satisfaction, harmony and 
peace, may be enjoyed at our meetings, which n* 
other society can afford. 

Closing Prayer. 

By the wisdom of the Supreme High Priest, may we 
be directed ; by his strength, may we be enabled ; and 
by the beauty of virtue, may we be incited, to perform 
the obligations here enjoined on us ; to keep inviolably 
the mysteries here unfolded to us; and invariably to 
practice all those duties out of the Chapter, which are 
inculcated in it 

[Response.] So mote it be. Amen. 
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THIS degree cannot legally be conferred on any 
but Royal Arch Masons, who have taken all the pre- 
ceding degrees ; and it is preparatory to that of the 
Select Master. Although it is short, yet it contains 
some valuable information, and is intimately connected 
with the degree of Select Master. It also enables us 
with ease and facility to examine the privileges of oth- 
ers to this degree ; while, at the same time, it proves 
ou rselves. 

The following passages of scripture, &c. are con- 
sidered to be appropriate to this degree. 

1 Kings vii. 48—50, and 40. 
And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained 
unto the house of the Lord : the altar of gold, and the 
table of gold, whereupon the shew -bread was; aad 
the candlesticks of pure gold ; five on the right side, 
and five on the left, before the oracle; with the flow- 
ers, and the lamps, and the tongs of gold ; and the 
bowls, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons, 
and the censers, of pure gold ; and the hinges of gold, 
both for the doors of the inner house, the most holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, of the 
Temple. So Hiram made an end of duuit^ ail <k<t 
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work, that he had made King Solomon, for the house 
of the Lord. 

Rev. xxii. 12 — 14. 
And behold I come quickly ; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, 
the first and the last. Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have a right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 
city. 

1 Kings vi. 27. 
And he set the cherubims within the inner house ; 
ami they stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so 
that the wing of the one touched ihe one wall ; and the 
wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; and 
their wings touched one another in the midst of the 
house. 

The Ark, called the glory of Israel, which was seat- 
ed in the middle of the holy place, under the wings of 
the cherubim, was a small chest, or coffer, three feet 
nine inches long, two feet three inches wide, and three 
feet three inches high. It was made of wood, except- 
ing only the mercy seat, but overlaid with gold, both 
inside and out. It had a ledge of gold surrounding it 
at the top, into which the cover, called the mercy seat, 
was let in. The mercy seat was of solid gold, the 
thickness of a hand's breadth : at the two ends of it 
were two cherubims, looking inwards towards each 
other, with their wings expanded ; which embracing 
the whole circumference of the mercy seat, they met 
on each side, in the middle ; all of which, the Rabbins 
say, was made out of the same mass, without any sol- 
deringof parts. 
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Here- the Shekinah, or Divine Presence, rested, land 
was visible in the appearance of a cloud' over it. From 
hence the Bathkoll issued, and gave answers when 
God was consulted. And hence it is that God is said, 
in the scripture, to dwell between the cherubim ; that 
is, between the cherubim on the mercy seat, because 
there was the seat or throne of the visible appearance 
of his glory among them. 




SELECT MASTER'S DEGREE. 



THTS degree is the summit and perfection of 
ancient masonry ; and without which the history of 
the Royal Arch Degree cannot be complete. It ra- 
tionally accounts for the concealment and preservation 
of those essentials of the craft, which were brought to 
light at the erection of the second Temple, and which 
lay concealed from the masonic eye four hundred and 
seventy years. 

Many particulars relative to those few who, for their 
superior skill, were selected to complete an important 
part of King Solomon's Temple, are explained. 

And here too is exemplified an instance of justice 
and mercy, by our ancient patron, towards one of the 
craft, who was led to disobey his commands, by an 
over zealous attachment for the institution. It ends 
with a description of a particular circumstance, which 
characterizes the degree. 

The following Pslalm is read at opening: 



" His foundation is in the holy mountains. The Lord 
loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings 
of Jacob. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city 
of God. Selah. I will make mention of Rahab and 
Babylon, to them that know me. Behold Philistia, and 
Tyre, with Ethiopia; tYi&maii NW&Xtt^^itam. KjhL 



Psalm lxxxvii. 



* 




<»f Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in 
her ; and the highest himself shall establish her. The 
Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people > that 
tins man was born there, Selah, As well the sing- 
ers, as the players on instruments, shall he there : all 
my springs are in thee." 

The following passages of scripture are introduced 
and explained : 

1 Kings iv. 1, 5 and 6* 
So King Solomon was king over all Israel. Ata- 
riah, ihe son of Nathan, was over the officers; and 
Zabud, the son of Nathan, was principal officer, and 
the king's friend ; and Ahishar was over the house- 
hold ; and Adoniram, the son of Abda, was over the 
tnbu te. 



at 



1 Kings v, 17, 16* 
And the king commanded, and they brought crej 
atones, costly stones, and hewtd stones, to lay the 
foundation of the house. And $olouiou J s builders nnd 
Hiram*s builders did hew them, and the slone-s<|uarers: 
so they prepared timber and stones to budd the house. 

1 Kings viij. 15, 14. 
And King Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out 
Tyre. He was a widow's son\ of the tribe of Naph 
tali ; and his father was a tnari of Tyre, a worket- 
brass ; anil he uas tilled with wisdom and understand- 
ing, and cunning, to work all wows in brass, 

E&KKIFL x*viij9. 
The ancient of Uebal, ami vtAwtt* w«k , 
#ere J* thw thy talker* : ail thu *\\\v* * 
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their mariners, were in thee, to occupy thy merchan- 
dize. 

Devt. xxxi. 24 — 26. 
And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end 
of w riting the words of this law in a book, until thej 
were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, 
which bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saving, 
Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may 
be there fur a witness against thee. 

Exodus xvi. 33, 34. 
And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put ai 
©mer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the 
Lord, to be- kept for your generations. As the Lord 
commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the tes- 
timony to be kept. 

Nitmrkrs xvii. 10. 
And the Lord »aid unto Moses, Brin<5 Aaron's rod 
again bef.re the testimony, to be kept for a token. 

Numb jus vii. 89. 
And when .Voses was «r.»»ie into the taberoncle of 
the rongre^a'i-:!!, to *|.eak *• it'll l.nn, then he beam the 
voice of «iie i :tkiii«£ f unto nun from oft' the merry seat, 
that was ijpo'vthe ai k of the tesMimm^, from between 
the two i-heiu'jim*:. and he ? s u^e unto him. 

/Exodus xxv. 40. 
And look thai Ahon n 4 i-p< . after their pattern 
w1ul!l was shewe/l liiee tu ihe inuunt. 
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CHARGE to a Select Master. 
OMPANION, 

Having attained to this degree, you have passed 
the circle of perfection in ancient masonry. In the 
capacity of Select Master, you must be sensible that 
your obligations are increased in proportion to your 
privileges. Let it be your constant care to prove 
yourself worthy of the confidence reposed in you, 
and of the high honour conferred on j ou, in admit- 
ting you to this select degree. Let uprightness and 
integrity attend your steps ; let justice and mercy 
mark your conduct ; let fervency and zeal stimulate 
you in die discharge of the various duties incumbent 
on you ; but suffer not an idle or impertinent curiosi- 
ty to lead you astray, or betray you into danger. Be 
ieaf to every insinuation which would have a ten- 
dency to weaken your resolution, or tempt you to 
an act of disobedience. Be voluntarily dumb and 
(Knot, when the exercise of those faculties would en- 
danger the peace of your mind or the probity of 
your conduct ; and let silence and secrecy, those 
cardinal virtues of a Select Master, on all necessary 
occasions, be scrupulously observed. By a steady 
adherance to the important instructions contained 
in this degree, you will merit the approbation of the 
select number with whom you are associated, and 
will enjoy the high satisfaction of having acted well 
your part in the important enterprise In which yon 
arc engaged ; and alter having wrought xtgfc- 
\ar hours, may you be admiUcft Vo -pas^^fltoxxkA. 
(he privileges of a Select Master, 



ooal 




ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD. 



THIS order appertains to the office of High 
Priest of a Royal Arch Chapter: and no one can be 
legally entitled to receive it, until he has been duly 
elected to preside a? High Priest in a regular Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons, This order should not be 
conferred when a less number than three duly quali- 
fied High Priests are present. Whenever the ceremo- 
ny is performed in doe and ample form, the assistance 
m at least nine High Priests, who have received it, » 
requisite. 

Though the High Priest 6f every regular Royal 
Arch Chapter, having himself been dulv qualified, can 
tonfer the order, under the preceding limitation as to 
number ; yet it is desirable, when circumstances will 
permit, that it should be conferred by the Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, or such Pre- 
*en i or Past High PHeVi as he may designate Tor that, 
purpose* A convention, notified to meet at (he time ol 
any convocation of the Grand Chapter, will afford the 
best opportunity of conferring this important and ex- 
alted degree of masonry, with appropriate solemnity. 
M henever it is conferred, the following directions are 
|o be observed, 

A candidal e (Wirmis nf rrcvivmi* llv order of lli^U 
Priesthood, makes a written request to his predecessor 
in office, or, when U can be done, to the Grund High 
Pffegt, respectfully requesting that a contention 
H i»U Priests may bes cu\\e<\, \\»t \W ^wr^ose. of confe 
ring ©n him the order, v\\* row«*taw ^ 
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and is duly organized, a certificate of the due election 
of the candidate to the office of Ili^rh Priest, must be 
produced. This certificate is signed by his predeces- 
sor in office, attested by the Secretary of the Chapter. 
On examination of this certificate, the qualifications of 
the candidate are ascertained. The solemn ceremo- 
nies of conferring the order upon him, then ensue. 
When ended, the presiding officer directs the Secreta- 
ry of the convention to make a record of the proceed- 
ings, and return it to the Secretary of the Grand Chap- 
ter, to be by him laid before the Grand High Priest, for 
the information of all whom it may concern. The con- 
vention of High Priests is then dissolved in due form. 

It is the duty of every Companion, as soon after his 
election to the office of High Priest, as is consistent 
with his personal convenience, to apply for admission 
to the order of High Priesthood, that he may be fully 
qualified properly to govern his Chapter. 

The following passages of scripture are made use of 
during the ceremonies appertaining to this order. 



And they took Lot, A brain's brother's son, (wh* 
dwelt in Sodom,) and his goods, and departed. And 
there came one that had escaped, and told Abram, the 
Hebrew ; for he dwelt in the plain of Mam re the Amo- 
rite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner ; and these 
were confederate with Abram. And when Abram 
heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his 
trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred 
and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. And he 
divided himself against them, he and his servants, by 
night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, 
which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he brought 
back all the goods, and also brought again his brother 
Lot, and his goods, and the women also* and Ita yi<t- 



Genesis xiv. 12 — 24. 
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pie. And the king of Sodom went out to meet hit*, 
(after his return from the slaughter of Chedorhomer, 
and of the kings that were with him,) at the valley of 
fthevah, which is the king's dale. And Melchisedek, 
Xing of Salem, brought forth bread and wine; and he 
was the priest of the Most High God* And he blessed 
him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the Most High 
God, who hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. 
And he gave him tithes of all. And the king of Sodom 
said to Abram, Give me the persons, and take (he 
goods to thyself. And Abram said to the king of 
Sodom, I have lifted up mine hand to the Lord, the 
Most High God, the possessor of heaven and earth, 
that I will not take from a thread even to a shoe-Iatch- 
*t } and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest 
thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich; save 
only that which the young men have eaten, and the 
portion of the men which wont with me, Aaer, E&HcqL 
and Mature, let them take their portion. 

Numbers vi, 22 — 26. 
And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak un- 
to Aaron, and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye 
shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them* 
The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord make 
his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace. 

Heb, vii. 1 — 6. 
For this Melchbedek, king of Salem, priest of the 
Most High God, (who met Abrum returning from tba 
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daughter of the kings, and blessed him ; to whom also 
Abraham gave a tenth part of all ; first being, by in- 
terpretation. King of Righteousness, and after that al- 
so, King of Salem, which is, King of Peace ; without 
father, without mother, without descent ; having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life ; but made like unto 
the Son of God,) abideth a priest continually. Now 
consider how great this man was, unto whom even the 
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. And 
verily, they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
the office of the priesthood, have a command men t to 
take tithes of the people, according to the law, that is, 
of their brethren, though they come out of the loins of 
Abraham. 

" For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever, after 
the order of Melchisedek. 

" And inasmuch as not without an oath, he was made 
priest. 

" For those priests (under the Levitical law) were 
made without an oath ; but this with an oath, by him 
that said unto him, The Lord sware, and will not re- 
pent, Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Mel- 
chisedek." 

Ceremonies and Charges upon thk Installation 
of thk Officers of a Royal Arch Chapter. 

1. The Grand Officers will meet at a convenient 
place, a ad open. 

2. The. ml ordinate diopter will meet in th f outer 
I'oii.rta nf Unit Hull, and form an avenue for She re 
'-eptiim of ike. Grand (Officers. 
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S* mien formed^ they to ill dispatch 
the place where the Grand Officers are assemb 
form the Grand Marshal that (he. Chapter t* _ 
to receive them; — the Grand Marshal trill am 
the committee^ and introduce them to the Grana 
ccrx. 

4. The Grand Officers will move in proves si on 9 CO* 
ducted hy the committee, to the Hall of the Chapter^ W 

the following order : 

Grand Tyler ; 
Two Grand Stewards ; 
Representatives of subordinate Chapters, accordin 
t to sentori ty, by threes triangular; 

Three Great Lights; 
Orator, Chaplain, and other Clergy ; 
Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, and Grand Roy 
Arch Captain ; 

Grand P. Sojourner, Grand Captain of the Host, and 
Deputy Grand High Priest ; 

Grand Scribe, Grand King, and Grand High Priest* 

(Grand Marshal* on the left of the Procession.) 

N. B, Tbe Grand P. Sojourner, Grand Captain of 
the Host, and Grand Royal Arch Captain, are appoint- 
ed pro tempore. 

When the Grand High Priest enters, the grand 
oura are given. 



r 



5. The Grand Secretary mil then call over thr 
names of the officers elect; andtlte Grand High Priest 
<&iU ask whether they accept their respective offices. If 
they answer in the affirmative^ he then asks the. m 
bers whether they remain satisfied with their choi 
if they answer in the aflirmative, he directs their o 
r t s to approach the sacred volume, and become iju 
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tied for Installation, agreeably to the 4th section of the 
4th article of the General brand Royal Arch Consti- 
tution. 

6. The Grand Marshal will then form the whole in 
procession, and they will march through the veils into 
the inner a|wrtment, where thej will surround the al- 
tar, which is previously prepared in ample form for 
the occasion. 

7. All present will kneel, and the following prayer 
will be recited. 

Prayer. 

Almighty and Supreme High Priest of heaven and 
Earth ! Who is there in heaveu but thee ! and who 
upon earth can stand in competition with thee ! Thy 
OMNISCIENT Mind brings all things in review, 
past, present and to come ; thine OMNIPOTENT 
Arm directs the movements of the vast creation ; thine 
OMNIPRESENT Eye pervades the secret recesses 
of every heart ; thy boundless beneficence supplies us 
with every comfort and enjoyment; and thine un- 
speakable perfections and glory surpass the under- 
standing of the children of men ! Our Father, who 
art in heaven, we invoke thy benediction upon the pur- 
poses of our present assembly. Let this Chapter be 
established to thine honour : let its officers be endowed 
with wisdom to discern, and fidelity to pursue, its true 
interests; let its members be ever mindful of the duty 
they owe to their God, the obedience they owe to their 
superiors, the love they owe to their equals, and the 
good will they owe to all mankind. Let this Chapter 
lie consecrated to thy glory, and its members evci 



r 
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exemplify their love to God by their benefice 

num. 

,l Glory be to God on high," 
Response- "Amen ! 80 mote it be,** 

The j are then qualified in due form. 

All the Companions, except High Priests and 
Hi^h Piies is, are then desired to withdraw t wki 
new High Priest is solemnly bound to the perfnrti 
of his duties; and afier the performance of othe 
cessary ceremonies, not proper to be written, Uie t 
permitted to return. 

^ 8, Tlit whole then repair to (heir appropriate 
Hons : when the Grand Marshal will form a gen 
procession, in the following orders 

Three Royal Arch Stewards, with Rods; 
Tylerof a Blue Lodge; 
Entered Apprentices; 
Fellow Crafts; 
Master Masons y 
Stewards of Lodges, having Jewels; 
Deacons having Jewels; 
Secretaries having Jewels; 
Treasurers having Jewels ; 
Wardens having Jewels ; 
Mark Master Masons ; 
M* E*Ma?t<<rs; 
Royal Arch Masons by three; 
Royal Masters by three ; 
Select Masters by three; 
Orders of Knighthood; 
Tyler of the new Chapter ; 
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Members of the new Chapter, by three; 

Three Masters of Veils ; 

Secretary, Treasurer, R. A. Captain, and 
P. Sojourner carrying the Ark ; 

A Companion carrying the Pot of Incense ; 
Two Companions carrying Lights ; 

Scribe, High Priest and King ; 
Grand Chapter, as before prescribed* 

On arriving at the church, or house where the ser- 
vices are to be performed, they halt, open to the right 
and left, and face inward, while the Grand Officers 
atid others in succession, pass through and enter the 
house. 

9* The officers and members of the new Chapter, and 
also of the Grand Chapter, being seated* the Grand 
Marshal proclaims silence, and the ceremonies com- 
mence, 

10. JSn Anthem or Ode is to he performed. 

11 ■ .7/7 Oration or Address is to be detivtrcd. 

1 & J] 7i Ode or Piece of Music* 

*[1S. The Deputy Grand High Priest then rises 
and informs the Grand High Priest, that " a number 
of Companions, duly instructed in the sublime myste- 
ries, being desirous of promoting the honour, and 
propagating the principles of the Art, have applied to 
the Grond Chapter for a warrant to constitute a new 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, which having been 
obtained^ they are now assembled far the purpose of 
bring constituted^ and having their officers installed in 
due and ancient form.'] 

* tioTti, Those paragraphs which are inclosed wilhio brack- 
cU, applv exclusively to cases when new Chapters arc constitu- 
ted, arid their o0iccn installed Ibr the lint lime. The rest ap- 
ply equally to such rases, ns well as to annual lusiailatwiu. 
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[14. Tlie Grand Marshal will then form the officer* 
end members of the new Chapter in front of the Grand 
Officers ; after which, the Grand High Priest directs 
the Grand Secretary to read the warranty 

[15. The Grand High Priest then rises and says, 
" By virtue of the high powers in me vested, 1 do form 
you, my respected Companions, into a regular Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons. From henceforth you are au- 
thorized and empowered to open and hold a Lodge of 
Mark Matters, Past Masters, and M$Si Excellent 
Masters, and a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons ; and 
to do and perform all such things as thereunto may 
appertain ; conforming, in all your doings, to the Gen- 
eral Grand Royal Arch Constitution, and the general 
regulations of the State Grand Chapter. And may 
the God of your fathers be with you, guide and direct 
you in all your doings."') 

16. The furniture, clothing, jewels, implements, 
lUensils, fyc. belonging to the Chapter, (having been 
previously placed in the centre, in front of the Grand 
Officers, covered,) are now uncovered, and the new 
Chapter is dedicated in due and ancient form. 

17. The Dedication then follows: the Grand Chap- 
lain' saying, 

" To our Most Excellent Patron ZERUBBABEL, 
we solemnly dedicate this Chapter. May the blessing 
of our Heavenly High Priest descend and rest upon 
its members, and may their felicity be immortal. 

" Glory be to God on high." 
[Response by the Companions.] 

" As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end ! Amen. 



« 



So mot^it be*" 
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1 8. The Grand Marshal then says, " I am directed 
to proclaim, and I do hereby proclaim this Chapter, hy 
the name of Chapter, duly consecrated^ consti- 
tuted and dedicated. JThiB," $c ♦ 

19. Jin Ode. 

20. The Deputy Grand High Priest will then pre' 
sent the first offteer of the new Chapter to the Grand 
High Pricst> saying 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 
I present you my worthy Companion - 
nominated in the warrant, to be installed High Priest 
of this [new] Chapter 1 find him to be skilful in the 
royal art, and attentive to the moral precepts of our 
forefathers, and have therefore no doubt but he will 
discharge the duties of his office with fidelity- 

The Grand High Priest then addresses him as fol- 
lows; 

Most Excellent, 

I feel much satisfaction in performing my duty 
on the present occasion, by installing yon into the 
oflice of High Priest of this [new] Chapter, It is 
an office highly honourable to all those who dili- 
gently perform the important duties annexed to it. 
Tour reputed masonic knowledge, however, pre- 
cludes the necessity of a particular enumeration 
of those duties. I shall therefore only observe, 
that by a frequent recurrence to the constitutiott t 
Ami l:»'1Ht;iI p \- illations, Itfd COOSftfiSA fW S j B Cfc Wt 
the several sublime lectures and eHatg£&* ^fcvv ^\ 
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he best able to fulfil them ; and I am con6dent that 
the Companions who are chosen to preside with 
you, will give strength to your endeavours, and 
support to your exertions, ■ I shall now pro- 
pose certain questions to you, relative to the du- 
ties of your office, and to which I must request 
your unequivocal answer. 

1. Do you solemnly promise that you will re- 
double your endeavours to correct the vices, pu- 
rify the moral and promote the happiness of those 
of your Companions, who have attained this sub- 
lime degree f 

2* That you will never suffer your Chapter te 
be opened, unless there be present nine regular 
Royal Arch Masons? 

3, That you will never suffer either more or less 
than three brethren to be exalted in your Chap- 
ter at one and the same time ? 

4. That you will not exalt any one to this de- 
gree, who has not shown a charitable and humane 
disposition ; or who has nol made a considerable 
proficiency in the foregoing degrees ? 

5- That you will promote the general good of 
our order, and, on all proper occasions, be ready 
to give and receive instructions, and particularly 
from the General and State Grand Officers? 

6. That, to the utmost of your power, you will 
preserve the solemnities of our ceremonies, and 
behave, in open Chapter, with the most profound 
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ct and reverence, as an example to your 
Companions ? 

?. Thai you will not acknowledge or have in- 
[ j reourse vvidi any Chapter that does not work un- 
er a constitutional warrant or dispensation ? 
8. That you will not admit any visitor into your 
Chapter, who has not been exalted in a Chapter 
legally constituted, without las being first formally 
healed ? l^VPfffl^ffr^fe- ik 

Sfc That you will observe and support such bye- 
laws as may be made by your Chapter, in con- 
formity to the General Grand Royal Arch Con- 
stitution, and the general regulations of the Grand 
Chapter ? 

10. That you will pay respect and due obedi- 
ence to the instructions of the General and State 
Grand Ofliccrs, particularly relating to the seve- 
ral Lectures and Charges, and will resign the 
chair to them, severally, w hen they may visit your 
Chapter ? 

1 J . That you will support and observe the Gen- 
eral Grand Royal Arch Constitution and the Gen- 
eral Regulations of the Graud Royal Arch Chap- 
ter, under whose authority you act ? 

Do yon submit to all these things, and do you 
promise to observe and practice thein faithfully ? 

These questions being am wered in the affirmative 
lie Cuinpanions all kneel in due form, ami the Grand 
li^i Pn»>!.t or tiraiJ Chaplain reneaU Uut CAWwym^ 
1 vsuiiabk prayer. 
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" Most holy and glorious Lord God, the Great High 
Priest of Heaven and Earth, 

" We approach thee with reverence, and implore thy 
blessing on the Companion, appointed to preside over 
this new assembly, and now prostrate before thee ;— ' 
fill his heart with thy fear, that his tongue and actions 
may pronounce thy glory. Make him stedfast in thy 
service; grant him firmness of mind; animate his 
heart, and strengthen his endeavours ; may he teach 
thy judgments and thy laws ; and may the incense he 
shall put before thee, upon thine altar, prove an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, O Lord, and 
bless the work of his hands. — Accept us in mercy $ 
hear thou from Heaven thy dwelling-place, and forgive 
our transgressions. 

" Glory be to God the Father ; as it was in the be- 
ginning,"' &c. 

[Response.] " So mote it be." 

2 1 . Hie Grand High Priest will then cause the High 
Priest elect to be invested with his clothing, badges, 
; after which he will address him as follows, viz. 

Most Excellent, 

In consequence of your cheerful acquiescence 
with the charges, which you have heard recited, 
you are qualified for installation as the High Priest 
of this Royal Arch Chapter ; and it is incumbent 
upon me, on this occasion, to point out some of 
the particulars appertaining to your office, duty, 
and dignity. 

All legally constituted bodies of Royal Arch 
Masons, are called Chapters ; as regular bodies 
of masons of the pve^d[\v\^ fa^ra*, m caStaA 
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oages. Every Chapter o«jrhi to assemble for 
work, at least once in three mouths ; and must 
consist of a Hiph Priest. Kin#, Scribe, Captain of 
the Host, Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Cap- 
tain, tltree Grand Masters of the Veils, Treasurer, 
cretary, and as many members as may be found 
nvenient for working to advantage* 
The officers of the chapter officiate in the 
dtfr s, holden for conferring the preparatory de- 
fcs, according to rank, as follows : via. 
The High Priest; as Master. 
The King, as Senior Warden, 
The Scribe, as Junior Warden. 
The Captain of the Host, as Marshal or Master 
of Ceremonies. 

The Principal Sojourner, as Senior Deacon. 
The Royal Arch Captain, as Junior Deacon* 
The Master of the first Veil, as Junior Overseer. 
The Master of the second Veil, as Senior Over- 
seer. 

The Master of the third Veil, as Master Overseer. 

The Treasurer, Secretary, Chaplain, Stewards, 
and Tyler, as officers of corresponding rank. 

The Hiprh Priest of every Chapter has it in 
.special charge, to see that the bye-laws of his 
Chapter, as well as the General Grand Royal Arch 
Constitution, and all the regulations of the Grand 
Chapter, are duly observed : — that all the officers 
•f his Chapter perform the di\\W% ert vWvx to^k.- 
tivc offices faithfully, and are ewy^ «A 
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and industry to their companions ; — that true and 
accurate records of all the proceedings of the 
chapter are kept by the secretary ; — that the trea- 
surer keeps and renders exact and just accounts 
of all the monies and other property belonging to 
the Chapter ; — that the regular returns be made 
annually to the Grand Chapter ; — and that the an- 
nual dues to the Grand Chapter be regularly and 
punctually paid. He has the right and authority 
of calling his Chapter together at pleasure, upon 
any emergency or occurrence, which in his judg- 
ment may require their meeting.' It is his privi-* 
lege and duty, together with the king and scribe r 
to attend the meetings of the Grand Chapter, either 
in person or by proxy ; and the well-being of the 
institution requires that his duty should on no oc- 
casion be omitted. 

The office of High Priest is a station highly, 
honourable to all those, who diligently perform 
the important duties annexed to it. By a frequent 
recurrence to the constitution and general regu- 
lations, and a constant practice of the several sub- 
lime lectures and charges, you will be best enabled 
to fulfil those duties ; and I am confident that the 
companions, who are chosen to preside with you, 
will give strength to your endeavours, and support 
to your exertions. 
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Let the Mitre with which you* are invested, 
mind you of the dignity of the office you sustain, 
and its inscription impress upon your mind a 
sense of your dependence upon God ; — that per* 
fectiou is not given unto man upon earth, and 
that perfect holiness belongeth alone unto the 
Lord. 

The Breast-Plate, with which you are' deco- 
rated, in imitation of that upon which were en- 
graven the names of the twelve tribes, and worn 
by the High Priest of Israel, is to teach you that 
^you are always to bear in mind your responsibility 
to the laws and ordinances of the institution, and 
that the honour and interests of your Chapter and 
its members, should be always near your heart. 

The various colours of the Robes you wear, are 
emblematical of every grace and virtue which can 
adoru and beautify the human mind; each of 
.which will be briefly illustrated in the course of 
tiie charges to be delivered to your subordinate 
ipfficers. 

l r ou will now take charge of your officers, 
standing upon their right* and present them seve- 
rally in succession to the Deputy Grand High 
Prie>ti*by whom they will be presented to me foe 

installation. 

2%. The High Print of the Chapter wilt then pre- 
tent hi* neconj officer to the Deputy Grand High PtwX^ 
who wiit prtnmt him to the Grimtl High PmiUtvttu 
tennis oftfie Constitution. Tli* Grand HxfcK 

H . d 
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(hen ask him whether he has attended to the ancient 
charges and regulations before recited to his superior 
officer: if he answers in the affirmative, he is asked 
whether he fvlly and freely assents to the same : if he 
answers in the affirmative, the Grand High Priest di- 
rects his deputy to invest him with his clothing, 4* c « ond 
then addresses him as follows, viz. 

CHARGE to the Second Officer, or King. 
Excellent Companion, 

The important station to which you are elected 
in this Chapter, requires from you exemplary con- 
duct ; its duties demand your most assiduous at- 
tention ; you are to second and support your chief^ 
in all the requirements of his office ; and should 
casualties at any time prevent his attendance, you 
are to succeed him in the performance of his du- 
ties. * 

Your badge (the Level surmounted by a crown) 
should remind you, that although you are the rep- 
resentative of a King, and exalted by office above 
your Companions, yet that you remain upon a 
level with them, as respects your duty to God, to, 
your neighbour, and to yourself; that you are 
equally bound with them, to be obedient to the 
laws and ordinances of the institution, to be chari- 
table, humane and just, and to seek everyocca- 
sion of doing good. 

Your office teaches a striking lesson of humility. 
The institutions of political society teach us to 
consider the king as the chief of created beings. 
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and that the first duty of his gqtgects, is to obey, 
his mandates: — but the institutions of our sub- 
lime degrees, by placing the King in a situation 
subordinate to the High Prjest, teaches us that 
our duty to God is paramount to all other duties, 
and should ever claim the priority of our obedi- 
ence to man ; and that however strongly we may 
be bound to obey the laws of civil society, yet 
that those laws, to be just, should never intermed- 
dle with matters of conscience, nor dictate articles 
of faith. 

;£ The Scarlet Robe, an emblem of imperial dig- 
nity, should remind you of the paternal concern 
you should ever feel for the welfare of your Chap- 
ter, and the fervency and zeal with which you 
should endeavour to promote its prosperity. 

In presenting to you the Crown, which is an 
emblem of royalty, I would remind you, that to 
reign sovereign in the hearts and affections of men, 
must be far more grateful to a generous and be- 

■ nevolent mind, than to rule over their lives and 
fortunes ; and that to enable you to enjoy this pre- 
eminence with honour and satisfaction, you must 
subject your own passions and prejudices to the do- 
minion of reason and charity. 

You are entitled to the second seat in the coun- 
cil of your Companions. Let the bright example 
of your illustrious predecessor in the Grand Coun- 
cil at Jerusalem, stimulate 50U Vo \ta fo\Mx^ Sn*- 
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hwrge of your duties; and when the King 
i shall summon you into his immediate p 
sence, from his hand may you receive a crovm 
glory, which shall never lade away* 

23. The King will then retire to the litre of offia I * 
and the Scribe will h presenter/ in tin 1 manner htfof\ 
mentioned* After his investiture, the Grand aigh 
Priest will address him as follows, viz, 

CHARGE to ike Third Officer, or Scribe. 
Excellent Companion, 

The office of Scribe, to which you are elected 
is very important and respectable. In the absence 
of your superior officers, you are bound tfl 
ceed them, and to perform their duties. The pa 
poses of the institution ought never to suffer for 
want of intelligence in its proper officers ; yc 
will therefore perceive the necessity there ts 
jjour possessing such qualifications as will enabl 
you to accomplish diosc duties which are inc?tm< 
bent upon you, in your appropriate station, as wel 
as those which may occasionally devolve on y ou 
by the absence of your superiors. 

Tlie Purple Robe, with which you are invested 
is an emblem of union y and is calculated to 
mind you that the harmony and unanimity St the 
Chapter should be your constant aim ; and to this 
end you are studiously to avoid all occasions 
giving offence, or countenancing any thing that 
ma\ create divisions or dissentions* You an 
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afl means in your power, to endeavour to establish 
a permanent union and good understanding among 
all orders and degrees of masonry; and, as the 
glorious sun, at its meridian height, dispels the mist 
and clouds which obscure the horizon, so may 
your exertions tend to dissipate the gloom of jeal- 
ousy and discord, whenever they may appear, 

Tour badge (a Plumb-rule surmounted by the 
Turban,) is an emblem of rectitude and vigilance ; 
and while you stand as a watchman upon the 
tower, to guard your Companions against the ap- 
proach of those enemies of human felicity, intern*- 
perance and excess , let this faitliful monitor ever 
remind you to walk uprightly in your station; ad* 
monishhig and animating your Companions to 
fidelity and industry while at labour, and to tern- 
perance and moderation while at refreshment. — 
^And, when the Great Watchman of Israel, whose 
eye never slumbers nor sleeps, shall relieve you 
from your post on earth, may he permit you in 
heaven to participate in that food and refreshment 
which is f 

u Such as the saint* in glory luve, 
f M And such as angels eat/' 

£4. The Scribe will then retire to the line of offict n t 
and the next officer be presented as before. 



• 
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CHARGE to the Fourth Officer, or Captain of 



Companion, ' 

The office with which you are entrusted, is o( 
high importance, and demands your'most zealous 
consideration. The preservation of the most essen- 
tial traits ,of our ancient customs, usages and land- 
marks, are within your province ; and it is indis- 
pensably necessary, that the part assigned to you, 
in the immediate practice of our rites and ceremo- 
nies, should be perfectly understood, and correctly 
administered. 

Your office corresponds with that of marshal, or 
master of ceremonies. You are to superintend all 
processions of your Chapter, when moving as a 
distinct body, either in public or private; and as 
the world can only judge of our private discipline 
by our public deportment, you will be careful that 
the utmost order and decorum be observed on air 
such occasions. You will ever be attentive to the 
commands of your chief, and always near at hand 
to see them duly executed. I invest you with the 
badge of your office, and presume that you will 
give to your duties all that study and attention 
which their importance demands. 

25. He will then retire to the line of officers^ and the 
next officer will be presented. 



the Host. 
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CHARGE to the Fifth Officer, or Prin 

Sojourner* , 

COMPAMOX, 

The office confided to you, though subordinate 
in degree, is equal in importance to any in the 
Chapter, that of your chief alone excepted. Your 
office corresponds with that of senior deacon^ in 
the preparatory degrees* Among the duties re- 
quired of you, the preparation and introduction 
of candidates are not the least. As in our inter- 
course with the world, experience teaches that 
first impressions are often the most durable, and 
the most difficult to eradicate ; so it is of great 
importance, in all cases, that those impressions 
$hould be comet and just : hence it is essential 
that the officer, who brings the blind by a way 
that they knew not, and leads them in paths that 
they have not known, should always be well qual- 
ified to make darkness light before them, and 
crooked things strait. 

1 our Uoue of Office is an emblem of humility; 
and teaches that in the prosecution of a laudable 
undertaking, we should never decline taking any 
pari that may be assigned us, although it may be 
the most difficult or dangerous. 

The rose-coloured tessdnted fforStr^ adorning 
the robe, is an emblem of ardour ;md persever- 
ance, and signifies, that when we have engaged in 
a virtuous course, notwithstanding US. Vfte "vsv^&v- 
ments, hardships, and triaU* v.e ^ Ars&b 
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to encounter, we should endure them all with for- 
titude, and ardently persevere unto the end ; rest- 
ing assured of receiving, at the termination of our 
labours, a noble and glorious reward. Your past 
exertions will be considered as a pledge of your 
future assiduity in the faithful discharge of your 
duties. 

26. He will then retire to the line of officers, and 
the next officer is presented. 

CHARGE to the Sixth Officer, or Royal Arch 
Captain. 

Companion, 

The well-known duties of your station require 
but little elucidation. Your office in the prepara- 
tory degrees corresponds with that of junior dea- 
con. It is your province, conjointly with the 
Captain of the Host, to attend the examination of 
all visitors, and to take care that none are per- 
mitted to enter the Chapter, but such as have 
travelled the rugged path of trial, and evinced 
their title to our favour and friendship. You will 
be attentive to obey the commands of the Cap- 
tain of the Host, during the introo'iuti m of stran- 
gers among the workmen ; and should thev be 
permitted to pass your post, ma\ 'liey by him 
be introduced h;io the presence of the Cr;>nd 
Council. 

The White Bonner, entrusted to \0.7- cn-. t . is 
emblematical of that punty v& \v^t\. vx\\& xsx\\- 
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tude of conduct, which ought to actuate all those 
who pass the white veil of the sanctuary* I give 
it to you strongly in charge, never to suffer any 
one to pass your post, without the signet of truth. 

I present you the bailee of your uli'nr, in \ 
pectatton of your performing your duties with in- 
telligence, assiduity and propriety* 

27. He then retires, and the Three Grand Masters of 
Veils are presented together* 

CHARGE to the Master of the Third Veil. 

OMPANION, 

I present you with the Scarlet Banner, which is 
the ensign of your office, and with a sword to pro- 
tect and defend the same. The rich and beautiful 
colour of your banner is emblematical of fervency 
and zeal ; it is the appropriate colour of the Royal 
Arch degree; it admonishes us, that we should be 
fervent in the exercise of our devotions to Cod t 
and zealous in our endeavour^ to promote the hap- 
piness of man. 

CHARGE to the Master of the Second Veil. 
Companion, 

I invest you with the Purple Banner, which is 
the ensign of your office, and arm you with a 
sword, to enable you to maintain it* honour. 

The colour of your banner is produced by a 
due mixture of blue and scarlet; the farmer oC 
wluch is the characteristic colour o£ tive *>rmbo\v- 
13 



»r first three degrees of masonry, and the Iatt 
that of the royal arch degree. It is an emblem 
vniont and is the characteristic colour of the int 
mediate degrees. It admonishes us to culiiva 
and improve that spirit of onion and harmony, be* 
tvveen the brethren of the symbolic degrees and the 
companions of the sublime degrees, which should 
ever distinguish the members of a society founded 
upon the principles of everlasting truth and univer- 
sal philanthropy. 



CHARGE to the Master of the First Foil* 
Companion, 

I invest you with the Blue Bamitr. which is lite 
ensign of your office* and a sword for its defence 
and protection. The colour of your banner is 
one of the most durable and beautiful in nature. 
It is the appropriate colour adopted and worn b; 
our ancient brethren of the three symbolic degree 
and is the peculiar characteristic of an institute 
which has stood the test of ages, and which is 
much distinguished by the durability of its mate- 
rials or principles, as by the beauty of its Sdpei 
struccure. It is an emblem of universal friendshi 
and benevolence ; and instructs us, that in the rnind 
of a mason those virtues should be as expansive as 
the blue arch of heaven itself. 




CHARGE to the three Masters of the VeiU, 
Overseers, 

Companions, * t 

Those who are placed as overseers of any work, 
should be well qualifird to judge of its beauties 
and deformities, Its excellencies and defects ; they 
lould be capable of estimating the former, and 
amending the latter. This consideration should 
induce you to cultivate and improve -all those quali- 
fications with which you are already endowed, as 
well as to persevere in your endeavours to acquire 
those in which you are deficient. Let the various 
colours of the banners committed to your charge, 
admonish you to the exercise of the several virtues 
of which they are emblematic ; and you are to en- 
join the practice of those virtues upon all who shall 
present themselves, or the work of their hands, for 
our inspection. Let no work receive your appro- 
ation, but such as is calculated to adorn and 
strengthen the masonic edifice- Be mdustrim> 
faithful in practising and disseminating u 
knowledge of the true and perfect work, which 
alone can stand the test of the Grand Occrseer** 
Sqvare y in the great day of trial and retribution 
Then, although every rod should become a «9r- 
pent, and every serpent an enemy lo this institu- 
tion, yet shall their utmost exertions to destroy Hs 
reputation, or sap its foundation, become as impo- 
tent thf ftprnvs hand, or as water sjiitkd n ^k 
i Jut greund, which cannot be gfiiXme&ttV^^S^* 
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then retire mid the Treasurer is 



the 



CHARGE.to the Treasurer. 

Companion, 

You are elected Treasurer of ihh Chapter, and 
I have the pleasure of investing you with the 
badge of your office- The qualities which should 
recommend a Treasurer, are accuracy and fidelity; 
accuracy, in keeping a fair and minute account 
all receipts and disbursements; fidelity, in c 
fully preserving all the property and funds of thfc 
Chapter, that may be placed in his hands, and ren- 
dering a just account of the same, whenever he is 
called upon for that purpose. I presume that your 
respect for the institution, your attachment to the 
interests of your Chapter, and your regard for 
good name, which is better than precious oimm* r 
will prompt you to the faithful discharge of the dti 
rten of your office. 

$9. He then retires, and the Secretary is prenmtt 

CHARGE t&the Secretary. 
Companion, 

I with pleasure invest you with your bac 
Secretary of this Chapter, The qualities 
should recommend a Secretary, are, prompt i 
in issuing the notifications and orders of his supe- 
rior officers; punctuality in attending the convoca- 
tions of the Chanter \ correcfowM in recording theii 
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proceedings ; judgment in discriminating between 
what is proper and what is improper to be commit* 
ted to writing ; regularity in making his annual re- 
turns to the Grand Chapter ; integrity in account- 
ing for all monies that may pass through Ins hands p+ 
and fidelity m paying the same over into the hands 
of the treasurer. The possession of these good 
qualities, I presume, has designated you a suitable 
candidate for this important cilice ; and I cannot 
entertain a doubt that you will discharge its duties 
beneficially to the Chapter, and honourably to 
yourself. And when you shall have completed the 
record of your transactions here below, and finished 
the term of your probation, may you be admitted 
into the celestial Grand Chapter of saints and an- 
gels, and find your name recorded in the booJc of life 
eternal. 

50. He thm ret iris, and the Chaplain is presented 

CHARGE to the Chaplain. 

**E. and Rev, Companion, 

11 You are appointed Chaplain of this Chapter; 
and I now invest you with this circular jewel, the 
badge of your office. It is emblematical of eter- 
nity, and reminds us that here is not our abiding 
place. Your inclination will undoubtedly con- 
spire with your duty, when you perform in the 
Chapter ihow solemn services which created he- 
mgs should constantly render to WCvmv^^us.- 
* 13* 
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ATOR ; and which, when offered by one wfiose fwfy 
profession is, i 'to point to heaven and lead the 
way," may, by refining our morals, strengthening 
©ur virtues, and purifying our minds, prepare w 
for admission into the society of those above, 
whose happiness will be as endless as it is perfect.^ 

31. Be then retires, and the Steward* are presented*. 

CHARGE to the Stewards. 

Companions, 

You being elected Stewards of this Chapter, f 
With pleasure invest you with the badges of you* 
office. It is your province to see that every ne- 
cessary preparation is made for the convenience 
and accommodation of the Chapter, previous to 
the" time appointed for meeting. You are to see 
that the clothing, implements and furniture of 
each degree respectively, are properly disposed, 
and in suitable array for use, whenever they may 
be required, and that they are secured, and proper 
care taken of them, when the business of the 
Chapter is over. You are to see that necessary* 
refreshments are provided, and that all your com-' 
panions, and particularly visitors, are suitably ac- 
commodated and supplied. You are to be frugal 
and prudent in your disbursements, and to be care- 
ful that no extravagance or waste is committed in 
jour department; and when you have faithfully 
fulfilled your stewarAsYu^Ykfetfc \^\oro,T£tt^ 



Digitized by Google 



HIGH *RlESTH0Gt>. 



154 



ieive from heaven the happy greeting of " Well 
done, good and faithful servants." 

32. They then retire, and the Tyler is presented 

CHARGE to the Tyler. 
Companion, 

You are appointed Tyler of this Chapter, and I 
invest you with the badge, and this implement of 
your office^ As the sword is placed in the hands 
of the Tyler, to enable him effectually to guard 
against the approach of all cowans and evcsdrop- 
pers, and suffer none to pass or repass but such a* 
are duly qualified; so it should morally serve as 
a constant admonition to us to set a guard at the 
entrance of our thoughts ; to place a watch at the 
door of our lips ; to post a centinel at the avenue 
of our actions ; thereby excluding every unquali- 
fied and unworthy thought, word and deed ; and 
preserving consciences void of offence towards God 
and towards man. 

As the first application from visitors for admis- 
sion into the Chapter is generally made to the Ty- 
ler at the door, your station will often present you 
to the observation of strangers : it is therefore es- 
sentially necessary that he who sustains the oflice 
with which you are entrusted, should be a man of 
good morals, steady habits, strict discipline, tem- 
perate, affable, and discreet. T trust that a just 
regard for the honour and rep\xta\\ov\ <tf ^ xwfc- 
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tutioti will ever induce you to perform with fidelity 
th£ trust imposed in you ; and when the door of 
this earthly tabernacle shall be closed, may you 
find an abundant entrance through the gates into 
the temple and city of our God. . 

33. He will then retire, and then follows ion 

ADDRESS to the High Priest. 

M. E. Companion, 

Having been honoured with the free suffrages of 
the members of this Chapter, you are elected to 
the most "important office which is within their, 
power to bestow. This expression of their esteem 
and respect should draw from you corresponding 
sensations ; and your demeanor should be such as 
to repay the honour they have so conspicuously 
conferred upon you, by an honourable and faithful 
discharge of the duties of your office. The sta- 
tion you are called to fill, is important, not only as 
it respects the correct practice of our rites and 
ceremonies, and the internal economy of the Chap- 
ter over which you preside ; but the public repu- 
tation of the institution will be generally found to 
rise or fall according to the skill, fidelity and dis- 
cretion, with which its concerns are managed, and 
in proportion as the characters and conduct of itii 
principal officers are estimable or censurable* 
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You have accepted a trust, to which is attached a 
weight of responsibility that will require all your 
efforts to discharge honourably to yourself, and 
# satisfactorily to the Chapter. You are to see that 
your officers a*e capable and faithful in the exercise- 
of their offices. Should they lack ability, you are 
expected to supply tlieir defects ; you are to watch 
carefully the progress of their performances, and 
to see that the long established customs of the in- 
stitution suffer no derangement in their hands. 
You are to have a careful eye over the general 
conduct of the Chapter; see that due order and 
subordination is observed on all occasions ; that the 
members are properly instructed; that due solem- 
nity be observed in the practice of our rites; that 
10 improper levity be permitted at any time, but 
more especially at the introduction of strangers 
among the worlcmtiu 

In fine, you are to be an example to your offi- 
cers and members, which they need not hesitate 
to follow; thus securing to yourself the favour of 
Heaven t and the applause of your brethren and 
companions 
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ADDRESS to the Officer* generally. 



Companions in Office, 

Precept and example should ever advance 
equal pace. Those moral duties which you 
required to teach unto others, you should nev 
neglect to practice yourselves. 

Do you desire that die demeanor of your cqua 
and inferiors towards you, should be marked will 
deference and respect ? Be sure that you omit no 
•pportunity of furnishing them with examples io 
your own conduct towards your superiors. Da 
you desire to obtain instruction from those who are 
more wise or better informed than yourselves ? Be 
sure that you are always ready to impart of your 
knowledge to those within your sphere, who stand 
in need of, and are entitled to receive it. Do 
you desire distinction among your companions? 
Be sure that your claims to preferment are found- 
ed upon superior attainments ; let no ambitious 
passion be suffered to induce you to envy or sup- 
plant a companion who may be considered as bet- 
ter qualified for promotion than yourselves ; but 
rather let a laudable emulation induce you to strive 
to excel each other in improvement and discipline ; 
ever remembering, that he, who faithfully performs 
his duty, even in a subordinate or private station, 
is as justly entitled to esteem and respect, as 
who is invested with supreme authority. 




I 
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A DDRESS to the Chapter at large. 
Companions, 

The exercise and management of the sublime 
degrees of masonry in your Chapter hitherto, are 
no highly appreciated, and the good reputation of 
the Chapter so well established, that I must pre- 
sume these considerations alone, were there no 
others of greater magnitude, would be sufficient 
to induce you to preserve and perpetuate this valu- 
able and honourable character. But when to these 
is added the pleasure which every philanthropic 
heart must feel in doing good, in promoting good 
order, in diffusing light and knowledge, in culti- 
vating Masonic and Christian chanty, which are 
the great objects of this sublime institution! I can- 
not doubt that your future conduct, and that of 
your successors, will be calculated still to increase 
the lustre of yonr justly esteemed reputation. 

May your chapter become beautiful as the tem- 
ple, peaceful as the ark, and sacred as its most holy 
place. May your oblations of piety and praue be 
grateful as the incense ; your love warm as its 
flame, and your charity diffusive as its fragrance. 
May your hearts be pure as the altar, and your 
conduct acceptable as the offering. May the ex- 
ercises of your charity be as constant as the return- 
ing wants of the distressed widow and helpless or- 
phan. May the approbation of Heaven be your 
encouragement, and the testimony o{ * ^ 
science your support r may youAae e\\4w^^ 
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every good and perfect gift, while trmtlling the 
ragged path of life, and finally be admitted within 
4ht veil of heaven, to the full enjoyment of life 
eternal. So mote it be. Amen. 

54. The officers and members of the Chapter will 
the^. pass in review in front of the Grand Officers, 
with their hands crossed on their breasts, bowing as 
they pass, 

35. Thr Grand Marshal will then proclaim the 

Chapter, by Hie name of ■ — , to be regularly 

constituted, and its officers duly installed. 

36. The ceremonies conclude with an Ode, or appro- 
priate piece of music. 

37. The procession is then formed, when tkey return 
to the place from whence they set out. 

38. TVhen the Grand Officers retire, the Chapter will 
form an avenue for them to pass through, and salute 
them with the grand honours. The two bodies then 
separately close their respective Chapters. 
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General Graud Ruyal Arch Chapter 

OF TMHt 

I MTED STATES OF AMERICA- 



ARTICLE L 

OP THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER, 

Sect. I. THJSRR shall be a General Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masuns fur the United States 
of America, which shall be holden as is hereinafter di- 
rected, and shall consist of a General Graud Higk 
Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest, General 
Grand King, General Grand ^Scribe, Secretary, Trea- 
sure, Chaplain, and Marshal; and likewise of the 
several Grand and Deputy Grand Hi«;h Priests, Kings, 
and Scribes, for the time being, of the several State 
Grand Chapters, under the jurisdiction of this Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter; and of the Past General Grand 
lli^h Priests, Deputy Genera) Grand High Priests, 
Kings, aud Scribes, of the said General Grand Chap- 
ter; and the aforesaid officers, or their proxies, shalL 
he the >«idy members and voter* m fewwA. 
Grand Chapter. And no peraou fthfcVY TOStfBhaSafc 
t 14 
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a proxy, unless he be a present or past officer of thi* 
or a State Grand Chapter. 

Skot« 2, The General Grand Chapter shall* meet 
septennially, on the second Thursday in September, 
for the choice of officers, and other business: dating 
from the second Thursday in September, A. D. lt*0* 
at such place as may, from time to time, be appointed. 

Sect. 3. A special meeting of the General Gran 
Chapter shall be called whenever the General Gran 
High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Pries 
General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, o 
any two of them, may deem it necessary ; and alst> 
whenever it may be required by a majority of th 
Grand Chapters of the States aforesaid, provided sir 
requisition be made known in writing, by the sa) 
Grand Chapters respectively, to the General Gra 
High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Pries 
King or Scribe. — And it shall be the duty of the sal 
General Officers, and they are each of them severally 
authorized, empowered and directed, upon receiving 
official notice of such requisition from a majority of 
the General Grand Chapters aforesaid, to appoint a 
time and place of meeting, arid notify each of the State 
Grand Chapters thereof accordingly. 

Sect. 4. It shall be incumbent on the General Grand 
High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Pries 
General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, sev 
rally, to improve and perfect themselves in the §u 
lime Arts, and work of Mark Masters, Past Master 
Most Excellent Masters, and Royal Arch Masons ; 
make theinjelves Masters of the several Masonic l»ec- 



res and Ancient Charges; — to consult with each 
other, ami with the Grant! and Deputy Grand High 
Priests, Rings and Scribes of the several States afore- 
said, for the purpose of adopting measures suitable and 
proper for diffusing a knowledge of the said Lectures 
nd Charges, and an uniform mode of working , in the 
several Chapters and Lodges throughout this jurisdic- 
tion ; and the better to effect this laudable purpose, the 
aforesaid General Grand Officers are severally hereby 
authorized, and empowered, to visit and preside in 
any and every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and 
Lodge of Most Excellent, Past, or Mark Master Ma- 
sons, throughout the said 8tates, and to give such in- 
structions and directions as the good of the Fraternity 
may require; always adhering to the ancient land- 
marks of the order. 

Sect- 5* In all cases of the absence of any Officer 
from any body of masons, instituted or holden by vir- 
tue of this Constitution, the Officer next in rank shall 
succeed his superior; unless through courtesy said Of- 
ficer should decline in favour of a past superior Officer 
present. — And in case of the absence of all the Officers 
from any legal meeting of either of the bodies afore- 
said, the Members present, according to seniority and 
abilities, shall fill the several Offices, 

Sect. 6, In every Chapter or Lodge of Masons, in- 
stituted or holden by virtue of this Constitution, all 
questions (except upon the admission of members or 
candidates) shall be determined by a majority of votes; 
the presiding Officer for the time being, beuijL enUUwL 
t» vtte, if ft Member ; and m cas* vte* 3bb»£&*^ 
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any time be equally divided, the presiding Officer 
aforesaid, shall give the casting vote* 

Skct, 7. The General Grand Royal Arch Ch:i 
shall be competent (on concurrence of two thirds of i 
members present) at any time hereafter, to revis 
amend and alter tins Constitution. 

Sect. 8. In case any casualty should, at any tir 
hereafter, prevent the septennial election of Officer 
the several General Grand Officers shall sustain ll: 
respective Offices until successors are duly elected an 
qualified. 

Sect. 9. The General Grand Hiy;h Priest, Depnt 
General Grand High Priest, General Grand King, an 
General Grand Scribe, shall severally have power on 
authority to institute new Royal Arch Chapters, an 
Lodges of the subordinate degrees, in any State 
which there is not a Grand Chapter regularly t siab 
lished. But no new Chapter shall be instituted in any 
State wherein there is a Chapter or Chapters holden 
under the authority of this Constitution, without a re- 
commendation from the Chapter nearest the residence 
of the petitioners. — The fee* for instituting a new Roy- 
al Arch Chapter, with the subordinate degrees, sha 
be ninety dollars; and for a new Mark Master 
Lodge, twenty dollars; exclusive of such cornpensn 
lion to the Grand Secretary, as the Grand Officers 
aforesaid may deem reasonable. 



oy- 
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Digitized by V^OOglC 



CONSTITUTION. 



Hi 



ARTICLE II. 

0* THE STATE GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS. 

Sect. 1. The state grand chapters shall seve- 
rally consist of a Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand 
High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe, Grand Secre- 
tary, Grand Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, and Grand 
Marshal, and likewise of the High Priests, Kings and 
Scribes, for the time being, of the several Chapters 
over which they shall respectively preside, and of the 
Past Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings 
and Scribes of the said Grand Chapters ; and the said 
enumerated Officers (or their proxies) shall be the 
only members and voters in the said Grand Chapter? 
respectively. 

Sect. 2. The State Grand Chapters shall severally 
be holden at least once in every year, at such times and 
places as they shall respectively direct; and the 
Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests respectively, 
for the time being, may at any time call a special 
meeting, to be holden at such place as they shall seve- 
rally think proper to appoint. 

Sect. 3. The Officers of the State Grand Chapters 
shall be chosen annually, by ballot, at such time a»id 
place as the said Grand Chapters shall respcctuely di- 
rect. 

Sect. 4. The several State Grand Chanters (sub- 
ject to the provisions «f ihis Constitution) shall have 
the sole government and superintendence of the seve- 
ral Royal Arth Chapters, and Lodges of Most Kxcel- 
Vnt, Past and Mark Master Masons, within their rc 
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spective jurisdictions ; to assign th*>ir limit?, and §e 
controversies that may happen between them; — an 
shall have power, under their respeclive wals, and the 
iign manual of their respective Grand or Deput 
Grand High Priests, King* and Scribes, (or their le 
proxies,) attested by their respective Secretaries, 
constitute new Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, an 
Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master 
Masons, within their respective jurisdictions. 

Sect. 5. The Grand and Deputy Grand Hi 
Priests severally, shall have the power and authority 
whenever they shall deem it inexpedient, (during tl 
recess of the Grand Chapter of which they are o 
eers,) to grant Letters of Dispensation, under the 
respective hands, and private seals, to a compelen 
number of petitioners (possessing the qualifications re 
quired by the 9th Section of the 2d Article,) empow- 
ering them to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
and Lodge of Most Excellent, Past and Mark Master 
Masons, for a certain specified term of time : provided, 
that the said term of time shall not extend beyond the 
next meeting or the Grand Chapter of the State in 
which such Dispensation shall be granted; and pro- 
vided further, that the same fees as are required by 
this Constitution for Warrants, shall be first deposited 
in the hands of the Grand Treasurer,— Ami in all ca- 
ses of such Dispensations, the Grand or Deputy Grand 
High Priests respectively, who may grant the same, 
shall make report thereof, at the next stated meeting o 
the Grand Chapter of their respective jurisdiction 
when the said Grand Cta\>t«s, respectively, may ei 
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ther continue or recall l he said Dispensations, or may 
grant rhe petitioners a variant of Con>tittt1 m>u ; And 
in case such warrant sb»U be granted, the fee© first 
deposited, shall be credited in payment fur the same ; 
but tf a warrant should out be granted, nor the dis- 
pensation continued, the said fees shall be refunded to 
the petitioners, excepting only such part thereof as 
shall have been actually expended by means of their 
application. 

Slut. 6. The several State Grand Chapters shall 
possess authority, upon the institution of new Royal 
Arch Chapters, or Lodges oF Mark Masters, within 
* respective jurisdictions, to require the payment 
f such fees as they may deem expedient ami proper ; 
which said fees shah be advanced and paid into the 
Treasury before a warrant or charter shall bo issued. 

Sect- 7* No warrant shall be granted, for institu- 
ting Lodges of Most Excellent or Past Masters, inde- 
pendent of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 

Sect. 8. The Grand Chapters severally, shall have 
power to require from the several Chapters and Lodg- 
es under their respective jurisdictions, such reasonable 



*f sin 



proportion of sums, received by them for the exaltation 
or advancement of candidates, and such certain annu- 
al sums from their respective members, as by their or- 
dinances or regulations shall hereafter be appointed; 
all which said sums or dues shall be made good, and 
paid annually, by the said Chapters and Lodges re- 
spectively, into the Grand Treasury of the Grand 
Chapter under which they hold their authority, on or 
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before the first day of the respective annual meeting* 
of the said Grand Chapters* 

s^r T,9. No warrant for the institution of a new 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons shall be granted, ex- 
cept upon the petition of nine regular Royal Arch Ma- 
sons; which petition shall be accompanied by a certifi- 
cate from the Chapter nearest to the place where the 
new Chapter™ intended to be opened, vouching To 
the moral characters, and masonic abilities^ of the peti- 
tioners, and recommending to the Grand Chapter HE- 
der whose authority they act, to grant their prayer. 
And no warrrant for the institution of a Lodge of Ma 
Master Masons shall be granted, except upon I he 
iition of (at least) five regular Mark Master Masons 
accompanied by vouchers from the nearest Lodge 
that degree, similar to those required upon the institu- 
tion of a C hapter. 

Sect, 10. The Grand Secretaries of the State Grand 
Chapters, Mha.ll severally make an annual commomc 
tion to each other, and also to the General Grand Sec- 
retary, containing a list of Grand Officers, ami all sue 
other matters as may be deemed necessary for the mu- 
tual information of the said Grand Chapters* And the 
said Grand Secretaries shall also regularly transmit to 
the General Grand Secretary, a copy of all their by- 
l&wpa&d rrgnhtifliBy 0+ § 

Sect. 11. Whenever there shall have been three, or 
more, Royal Arch Chapters, instituted fa any Staff 
by virtue of authority derived from this Const itut 
a Grand Chapter may be Hunied in such State. (» 
(he approbation of <m<t or. more of the General Grant 




and 
tea- 
fec- 
wcli 
mu- 
I the 



Digitized by 



e 



CONSTITUTION. 



165 



Officers,) by the High Priests, Kings and Scribes of 
the said Chapters, who shall be authorised tu elect the 
Grand Officers. Provided always, thai no new Sut 
Grand Chapter shall be formed until after the expira- 
tion of one year frutu the establishment of the junior 
Chapter in such State. 

Siicr. 12, The several Grand and Deputy Grand 
High Priests, Kings and Scribes, for I he time being, of 
the several State Grand Chapters, arc bound to the 
performance of the same duties, ami are invested with 
the same powers and prerogatives, th ri -u gb«>n t theii 
respective jurisdictions, at* are prescribed to the Gene- 
ra! Grand UJlicers, in the 4th Section, 1st Article, ot 
this Constitution. 

Sect. 13. The jurisdiction of the several State 
Grand Chapters, shall not extend beyond the limits of 
the Stale in which they shall respectively be Uolden* 

ARTICLE II L 
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OK THE SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS AN'D LOPGES* 

S*cT. L All legally constituted assemblies rf Roy- 
al Arch Masons are called Chapters; as regular bo- 
dies of Mark Masters, Past Masters, and Must Ex- 
cellent Masters, are called Lodges. Every Chapter 
ought to assemble for work at least once in every three 
mouths; and must consist of an High Priest, King; 
Scribe, Captain of the Host, Principal Sojourner, Roy- 
al Arch Captain* three Grand Masters, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and as many Members 4a may be found 
convenient for working to advantage. 



Sect* 9, Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, a 
Lodge of Murk Master Masons, throughout this juris- 
diction, shall have a Warrant of Constitution from the 
Grand Chapter of the Slate in which they may respec- 
tively be holdeti, or a Warrant from one of the Gene- 
ral Grantl Officers. And no Chapter or Lodge shall 
be deemed Legal withuut such warrant; ami Masonic 
communication (either public or private) is hereby in* 
terdicted and forbidden, between any Chapter o 
Lodge .under this jurisdiction, or any member of eillv 
•f them, and any Chapter, Lodge or Assembly, that 
may be so illegally formed, opened or holdeu, without 
such warrant, or any or either of their members, or 
any person exalted or advanced in such illegal Chap- 
ter or Lodge. But nothing in this Section shall be con- 
strued to affect any Chapter or Lodge which was es- 
tarnished before the adoption of the Grand Royal Arch 
Constitution at Hartford, (on the £7th day of January > 
A. D, 1798.) 

Sect. 3. Whenever a Warrant is issued for insti- 
tuting a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, with a power 
in said Warrant to open and hold a Lodge of Most Ex- 
cellent, Past, and Murk Master Masons, the High 
Priest, King and Scribe, for the time being, of such 
Chapter, shall be the Master and Wardens in said 
Lodges, according to seniority. 

Shot. 4. All applications for the exaltation or ad- 
vancement of Candidates, in any Chapter or Lodge, 
under this jurisdiction, slull lie over, at least one 
imemi^, for the consideration * , f the members. 

Bect. 3. No uurcon toe & vu&utatt ^ two seoa 
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Hate and distinct bodies, of the same denomination, at 
one a ltd the same time. 

Sect. 6\ No Chapter shall be removed, without the 
knowledge of the High Priest, nor any motion made 
for that purpose in his absence; but if the High Piiesl 
be present, and a motion is made and seconded, for re- 
moving the Chapter to some more convenient place, 
(within the limits prescribed in their Warrant,) the 
High Priest shall forthwith cause notifications lobe 



sued tii all the members, informing them of the mo- 
rn fur removal, and of the time and place when the 



question is to be determined ; which notice shall be 
issued at least ten days previous to the appointed 
meeting. But if the High Priest (after motion duly 
made and seconded as aforesaid) should refuse or neg- 
lect to cause the notices to be issued as afuresatM, the 
officer next in rank, who may be present at the next 
regular meeting following, (upon motion made and se- 
conded for that purpose,) may in like manner issue the 
said notices. 

Skot. 7. All Mark Master Masons' Lodges shall 
be regulated, in cases of removal, by the same rules as 
are prescribed in the foregoing Section for die remov 
of Chapters. 

Sect. 8. The High Priest, and other Officers, of ev 
erv Chapter, and the Oftkers of every Lodge of Mark 
"Master Masoo%, *hall be chosen annually, by ballut* 

Sect. 9* The High Priest of every Chapter has it I) 
special charge, as appertaining to his office, duty am 
dignity, to see that the by-laws of his Chapter, as wcl 
as ihi* General Grand Royal Xtc\\ Co^\ViVm>^ 
the Oeneral Regulations of &tGrv&&Cta*yAx 
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observed ; that all the other Officers of his Chapter 
perforin the duties of their respective offices faithfully* 
and are examples of diligence and industry to their 
companions ; — that true and exact records be kept of 
all the proceedings of the Chapter by the Sec retary ; 
that the Treasurer keep and render exact and just ac- 
counts of all the monies belonging to the Chapter ; that 
regular returns be made by the Secretary, annually^ 
to the Grand Chapter, of all admissions of candidates 
or members; and that the annual dues to the Graiijl 
Chapter be regularly and punctually paid.— He has 
the special care and charge of the Warrant of his Chap- 
ter. — He has the right and authority of calling his Chap- 
ter at pleasure, upon any emergency or occurrence 
whit'.h in his judgment may require their meeting ; and 
lie is to fill the chair when present. It is likewise his 
du*y, together with his King and Scribe, to attend 
the meetings of the Grand Chapter (when duly sum- 
moned by the Grand Secretary) either in person, or by 
proxy. 

Sect. 10. For the preservation of secrecy and good 
harmony, and in order that due decorum may be ob- 
served while the Chapter is engaged in business, a wor- 
thy Royal Arch Mason is to be appointed from time to 
time for tyling the Chapter. His duty is fixed bv cus- 
„ torn, and known in all regular Chapters. — He mav be 
elected annually, but is to continue in office onlv dur- 
ing good behaviour, and is to be paid for his services. 

Sect. 11. AH Lodges of Mark Master Masons are 
bound to observe the two preceding articles, as far as 
they can be applied to tVve ^n^tu\sv»\\.^ * Lodge. 
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Shot, tt. No Chapter shall confer the degrees ot 
Mark Master Mason, Past Master, Mont Excellent 
Master, ami Royal Arch Mason, upon any Brother, 
for a less sum than Twenty Dollars* — And no Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons shall advance a Brother to 
that degree, for a less sum than Four Dollars. 

Srot. 13. When either of the Officers or Members of 
the General Grand Chapter, or any of the State Grand 
Chapters, cannot personally attend their respective 
Meetings, they shall severally have the authority to 
constitute a proxy, which proxy shall have the same 
tight to a seat and vote as his constituent* 

ARTICLE IV* 

OF CONSTITUTIVG NEW CHAPTERS. 

Sect. 1. [See Order of High Priesthood, from page 
■125 to 156.] 

Sect. 2. At the institution of all Lodges of Mark 
Master Masons, under this jurisdiction, the same cere- 
monies as are prescribed in the foregoing section, arc 
to be observed, as far as they will apply to that de- 
gree. 

Sect. 3. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the 
General Grand Officers, or the Grand or Deputy Grand 
High Priests, respectively, to attend in person, to con- 
stitute a new Chapter or Lodge, and install the Offi- 
cers, they shall severally have pnsver an<J authority tt 
epjKiint some worthy High Priest, or Past High Priest^ 
to perform the necessary ceremonies. 



S»!.ct. 4. Thi Offic ers of every Cha^t** upA 
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•rcise of their respective Offices, and also the member 
•f all such Chapters and Lodges, and every candidate 
upon his admission into the same, shall take the follow- 
ing obligation, viz. "I, A. B. do promise and swear, 
that I will support and maintain the General Grand 
Royal Arch Constitution." 

1 HEREBY certify that the foregoing is a true co- 
py of the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution for 
the United States of America, as altered, amended and * 
ratified, at a meeting of the General Grand Chapter^ 
begun and holden at New- York, in the State of New- 
York, on the 6th day of Jane, A. D. 1816. 



Witness, 



JOHN ABBOT, G. O. Secretary. 




OF THE 



General Grand Royal Arch Chapter 



OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

J?a tlected at their last Septennial Assembly, in the 
City of New 4 - Fori, and State of New- Fork, on Fri- 
day, September lQth t .O. 1819, and of Royal 
Arch Masonry 3349. 



It. E. and Hon. DEWITT CLINTON, of Albany, 
Ifew-York, General Grand High Priest. 

M. E. HENRY FOWLE, Esq. of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, Deputy General Grand High Priest 

M. E. JOHN SNOW, Esq. of Worthington, Ohio, 
General Grand King. 

M, E, PHILIP P. ECKEL, Esq. of Baltimore, 
Maryland, General Grand Scribe. 

M , K. PETER GRINNEL, Esq. of Providence, 
Rhode- Island, General Grand Treasurer. 

M. F. JOHN ABBOT, Esq. of Westford, Massa- 
chusetts, General Grand Secretary, 

M. E. and Rev. JONATHAN NYE, of Newfane, 
Vermont, General Grand Chaplain. 

Mi E,' DAVID G. COWAN, Esq. of DanviUi 
Kentucky, General Grand Marahai, 
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A LIST OF GRAND CHAPTERS, 

Under the juri&diclian of the General Graiid Roy 
Jireh Chapter of the United States of rfiwrica* 



ALSO} 



A List of Subordinate Chapters, 

Holding Iheir Charter or If arrant from under 
same authority. 



MAINE. 

The Grand Chapter of Maine, and all subordinate 
Chapters, Their Grand Convocation is held at Port- 
land, annuiUj; , ^4 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 
The Grand Chapter of New- Hampshire, and all 
suWdinate Chapter*, Their Grand Convocation is 
held at Concord, on the second Wednesday of July* 
aunually. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
The Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, and all sub- 
ordinate Chapters, Their Grand Convocations are 
fceld alternately ;it Boston and Newburyport, on into 
first Tuesday of February, and second Tuesday of 
September, annually. 

RHODE ISLAND. 
The Grand Chapter of Rhode-Jshind, and all suborv 
dinate Chapter*. Their Grand Convocation tf ueld A 
¥ evidence, «umualU 
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CONNECTICUT. 
The Grand Chapter of Connecticut, and all subor- 
dinate Chapters, Their Grand Convocation is held 
annually, on the second Thursday following the first 
Wednesday of May, at Hartford and New -Haven al- 
ternately, beginning at New-Haven, 1820. 

VERMONT, 
The Grand Chapter of Vermont, and a]l subordi- 
nate Chapters. Their Grand Convocations are held 
at Rutland, on the third Wednesday of June, annually. 
NEW- YORK. 
The Grand Chapter of New- York, and all subordi- 
Bate Chapters, Their Grand Convocation is held at 
Albany, on the first Tuesday of February, annually. 
NEW -JERSEY. 
Washington Chapter, No. l t Newark; New-Bruns- 
wick Chapter, No. 2, New -Brunswick* Brearly 
Chapter, No, 3, Bridgetown, under the Grand Chapter 
of Pennsylvania. * 
MARYLAND and D. C. 
The Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of 
Columbia, and all subordinate Chapters. Their Grand 
Convocation is held at Baltimore, annually. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 
The Grand Chapter of North-Carolina, and all sub- 
ordinate Chapters, Their Grand C on vocal ion Si are 
held alternately at Fayetteville and Tarborough, on 
the first Monday of December, annually. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
The Grand Chapter of South -Carolina, and all sub^ 
ordinate Chapters. Their Grand Convocations art 
15* 
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held at Charleston, on the last Wednesday of Febni 
ary annually, 

GEORGIA, 

The Grand Chapter of Georgia, and all subordina 
Chapters* Their Grand Convocations are held a 
Louisville, on the first Monday of May, annually. 
KENTUCKY. 
The Grand Chapter of Kentucky, and all subordi- 
nate Chapters. Their Grand Convocations are held at 
Frankfort, on the first Monday of December, annually* 
OHIO, 

The Grand Chapter of Ohio, and all subordinate 
Chapters. The Grand Convocations are held at Co 
lumbus, on Wednesday, succeeding the second Mi 
day of December, annually. 

MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 
Monroe Chapter, No. 1, Detroit 
TENNESSEE. 
Cumberland Chapter, No. I, Nashvillp. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
Natchez Chapter, No. l f Natchez* 

INDIANA. 
Madison Chapter, No. 1, Madison. 
Brockville Chapter, No. 2, BrockvilJJ. 

MISSOURI. 
Missouri Chapter, No. 1, St Louis. 

ALABAMA. 
Chapter, No, 1, Tuscaloosa.. 
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His eyes cannot search 

Out the way of his march, 
Star yet where his steps he must place on : 

When him we receive, 

He cannot perceive 
How he came to be made a Free Masdtf. 

Then he'll danger defy, 

And on Heaven rely 
For strength to support the occasion, 

With the blessing of pray'r 

He banishes fear, 
And undaunted is made a Free Mason. 

When he makes his demand, 

By the master's command, 
'JBo know if he's fit for the station, 

Around he is brought, 

Ere he get what he sought 
Vroiu a free and an accepted Mason. 

When girded with care, 

By the help of the square, 
The emblem of truth and of reason, 

In form he is plac'd, 

While to him are rehears 'd 
The mysteries of a Free Mason ; 

Than full in his sight 

Doth shine the grand light, 
To illumine the works which we traee en ; 

And now, as his due, 

He's cloth'd in full view 
With the badge of an accepted MasOn. 

Now hark ! we enlarge 

On the duties and charge, 
Where his conduct and walk he must pl« ee • 

Then our rites we'll fulfil, 

And show our good w\\\ 
To a free and an acceded Wtftfib- 
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Hail! row-ieMlons, Hail, gin-rii>u$ Masonry • 



Hail! mys*tc-riou§, Hnil T glo-rious Ma- ion ry ! 
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Hail ! roys-lr-Hou*, Hail, gjo-rbiis Mr aotwy ! 



f-nr 



That makes us er 



er g real and free. 

ir_ 



Thai roakpi at er • • er great and free. 



That makes u* *▼ - - - cr great and free. 



tfio 



MAStWie son**. 



In vain mankind for sheltrr taught, 
In vain {yum plnce to plate did roum, 

Until from Hpuwii, from Heavei* He was tuu^L) 
To plaiij to build, to iix Ins home 

lllitcfri « bonce we date our Art, 
Ami ncu in braiiteouft pile* ttppear. 

We >t hull to end less, to emllpBi time imparl. 
How worthy and how great we are. 

JVor we le*s fain'd for everjr tie, 

By which the Itumnn thought \* bound; 

Low, truthi ami fri* ad strip, and fiiciutshtp Bo 
Join all our heart* and hands around. 

Our action* Mill !i/ Virtue bleat, 

And t» our precepu f ver true, 
The world admiring, admiring Khali requqft 

To learn, and our bright paths purtut. 



MASTER'S SON*. 

BT A BROTHER. 




IN bar - m» - nj the ao * eiai ti.uti 
Me % ***** M 
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To spend be - neath 



ihe 



Mas - ter'a hand 



Mr r rj cjf^ tt 



de - cent joy the fei - live night ; 
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bon - our bright 
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Be 



|»rt-s * cut at the 
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Aad 



on hi* heart in 



si - lence write 



The 



r r rj cj 

Hi - cred ff'arrf that I 



binds ub all. 



Beneath the blue and starry zone. 
Whose arch high swelling sirds the pole, 
The Master on his orient thtont 
Untold* to view the mvsiic toll ; 
At ouce the pure fraternal soul 
Bend? to the rign iriih sacred awe, I 
And reads upon the letterW *txt*\\ ' 
fn words of light, the vmuutVA U»- 
i6 
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Let us ear hearts and bands entwine 
And form one perfect wreath of love ; 
Then kneeJing at the voice divine 
That spake to mortals from above, 
Pat on the meekness of the dove 
And the white robes of charity, 
And in unerring wisdom prove 
Oar brethren with the single eye. 

Be there no darkling scowl of hate 
Upon the calm unruffled brow, 
Bat each in innocence elate 
To Virtue's brightness only bow : 
Blest guardian of all pleasures ! Thou 
Be ever at oar Master's side, 
And mark with radiant finger how 
Thy teercfr can be our only guide. 

By thee conducted we ascend 
The steps that lead alone to Heaven 
And where the mounting arches end 
To each the sign of worth is given ; 
Then mantled by the shades of even 
We meet beneath the unclouded sky, 
And bind the links no power hath riven, 
In which we swear to live and die. 

Let as these favoured hoars employ, 
These moments of the social night 
To sing the silver song of joy, 
And make the chain of union bright ; 
So may we even here unite 
To spend the hours in mercy given, 
lied by the tokent which invite 
Alone to happiness and Heaven. 
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Tbe faithful worthy, brother, 
Whose lieiiri can feel for grief. 

Whose bosom wUb comptv^im 
Sfepj fortb to its r*tt«f , 
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Whose soul is ever ready, 

Around him to diffuse 
The principles of Masons, 
And guard them from abuse ; 
Chorus. These are thy sons, whose pleasure, 
At every lodge, will be, 
T'improve themselves by lectures 
In glorious Masonry. 

Hail ! glorious Masonry. 

King Solomon, our patron, 

Transmitted this command — 
(i The faithful and praise-worthy 

True light must understand ; 
And my descendants, also, 

Who 're seated in the East, 
Have not fulfill'd their duty, 

Till light has reach 'd the West." 
Chorus. Therefore, our highest pleasure, 

At every lodge, should be, 
T'improve ourselves by lectures 

In glorious Masonry. 

Hail ! glorious Masonry. 



/ 



The duty and the station, 

Of master in the chair, 
Obliges him to summon 

Each 'brother to prepare ; 
That all may be enabled, 

By slow, though sure degrees, 
To answer in rotation, 

With honour and with ease. 
Chorus. Such are thy sons, whose pleasure,. 

At every lodge, will be, 
T'improve themselves by lectures 

Is glorious Masonry. 

HaiW gtanouAltaMrtrr 
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Oft have 1 met your social baud, 
To spend a cheerful, festive night, 
Oft, honoured with supreme command, 
Presiding o'er tbe sods of light : 
And by that hieroglyphic bright, 
Which none but craftsmen ever saw, 
Strong mem'ry on my heart shall write. 
Those happy scenes when far awa\ 



May freedom, harmony, and lore, 
Cement you in the grand design, 
Beneath th T Omniscient Eye above, 
The glorious Architect divine : 
Thai you may keep th' unerring line, 
Still guided by the plummet's Law, 
'Till order bright completely shine, 
Shall be my pray'r when far awa\ 

And you, farewells whose merits claim 
Justly that highest badge to wear, 
May Heaven hless your noble name, 
To Masonry and friendship dear ; 
My last request permit me then, 
When yearly you're assembled a', 
One round, I ask H «u\\ a tttfl , 
T* him, your friend, *haV* 
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O'er matter's modes thy mystic sway 
Can fashion Chaos' devious way, 

To order's lucid maze ; 
Can rear the cloud-assaulting tow'r, 
And bid the worm, that breathes its hour, 

Its humble palace raise. 



From nascent life to being's pride, 
The surest boon thy laws provide, 

When wayward fate beguiles ; 
The tears thou shedst for human wo, 
In falling shine like Iris' bow, 

And beam an arch of smiles. 



Come, Priest of Science, truth array 'd, 
And with thee bring each tuneful maid, 

Thou lov'st on Shinar's plains ; 
Revive Creation's primal plan, 
Subdue this wilderness of man, 

Bid social virtue reign. 
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Heav'a and earth a - dor'd, All hail, great God 1 
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He&v'n and eartb a * dor'd, All bait, great God t 
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Faith ! with divine and heav'nward eye, 

Pointing to radiant realms of bliss, 
Shed here thy sweet benignity, 

And crown our works with happiness ; 
Hope ! too, with bosom void of fear, 

Still on thy steadfast anchor lean, 
O ! shed thy balmy influence here, 

And fill our breasts with joy serene. 



And thou, fair Charity ! whose smile 

Can bid the heart forget its woe, 
Whose hand can misery's care beguile, 

And kindness' sweetest boon bestow, * 
Here shed thy sweet soul-soothing ray ; 

Soften our hearts, thou Power divine ! 
Bid the warm gem of pity play, 

With |parkling lustre, on our shrine. 



Thou, who art thron'd midst dazzling light, 

And wrapp'd in brilliant robes of gold, 
Whose flowing locks of silv'ry white 

Thy age and honour both unfold, 
Genius of Masonry ! descend, 

And guide our steps by thy strict law ; 
O ! swiftly to our temple bend, 

And fill our breasts with solemn awe. 
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FOR. 



Har - mo - ny a - lose reigns here. 



Har - mo - ny a - lone reignt here. 



1*~ 1* 



UDK TO CHAWTf 

.Mine, 7>aj?e 178* 



OFFSPRING of Heav'n, mankind'* bc*t friend* 
Bright Charity, inspire the lay ; 
On the ve celestial shores descend, 
And quit the realms of cloudless day : 
Ckonu. To Thee our constant vpivs are paid, 
Tby praise we hymn, Angelic Ma"nf 



Wheu Vulcan rages nnconfin «l 
And Neptune mourns his be filed puw'r ; 
When flames aspiring with the wind, 
To Heaven*i high arch resistless tow'r 
ifm. Ti* thou our hraru wiiH pity's glow 
totpir'tt tt fcol tot human 
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The house a dismal ruin lies, 
Where mirth late tun'd her lyre of joy ; 
And tears of anguish fill your eyes, 
Poor orphan girl, and houseless boy 
Chorus. But thou, sweet maid, with pity's glow, 
Inspir'st each heart to soothe their wo. 



Come then, all-bounteous as thou art, 
And hide thee from our sight no more ; 
Touch ev'ry soul, expand each heart, 
That breathes on freedom's chosen shore : 
Chorus. Columbia's sons with pity's glow 
Inspire to feel for human wo. 



CHARITY. 

A HYMN. 



s\ ANDANTE. MEZZO J OR. 
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Cha - ri - ty ! thou heaven-ly grace, 
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He aids the poor in their distress — 

He hears when they complain ; 
With tender heart delights to bless 

And lessen all their pain : 
The sick, the prisoner, poor, and blind, 

And all the sons of grief, 
In him a benefactor find, 

He loves to give relief. 



Tis love, that makes religion sweet, 

'Tis love, that makes us rise, 
With willing mind and ardent feet, 

To yonder happy skies : 
Then let us all in love abound, 

And Charity pursue ! 
Thus shall we be with glory crown 'd, 

And love as angels do. 
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GREAT Ar-chi-lect ! sa-premc, di - Tine, 
Second Voice. 
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GREAT Ar-chi-tect ! supreme, di - vine, 
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Whose wis*- don> plaim'd the graurf do - *ign. 
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Whose wis - dom pfann'd the grand dc - iijpJ, 
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O f blew this luvc-oeni^ntrd band| 
Fursrt H and supported by thy hand. 

For Charity'* employ ; 
To dueld the wretehed from despair, 
To spi ^fld through scenes of grit- 1' and care. 

Reviving rays or joy. 
'Till Jovr, ccc. 



TlwftVral Arts, by Thee design 'ri, 
To polish, comfort, uul mankind, 

We labour fo improve ; 
While we adore Jehovah* name. 
Pour on our hearts the melting flajjn*. 

And mmtSd our souls to low. 
Till love, fee. 
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Nor pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear, 
Invade thy bounds ; no mortal woes 
Can reach the silent sleepers here, 
And Angels watch their soft repose. 



So Jesus slept ; God's dying Son, 
Fast through the grave, and blest the bed-; 
Rest here, dear Saint, 'till from His throne 
The morning break, and pierce the shade. 



* Break from his throne, illustrious Morn ! 
Attend, O Earth, bis sor'reign Word ! 
Bestore thy trust, a glorious form, 
Be must ascend to meet bis Lord. 
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avens favourite, uuin wu made 
lu beauty fifcirj 
Crime chuitgU hleit Eden's shade 
To black despair ; 
Love from the sncrvd Arcli came gently down} 
Riiii'd man from death, to an immortal crowiu 



Love, then, in chorus ting , 

Hatl Love diviae ! 
Mafcon* your Cassia bring 
To dedk his shrine i 
Chriittans unite while Angels join in song - , 
All Earth and Heaven the glorious *uau> prolong 
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jk aTQSIC BT J- WH1TAKVR. 




i 



JOY ! the sn - cred Lffuj is found t Now %h 




Teia-ple aland* eom-pleic, Clad - Jy let us gath-er 




Digitized by 



Google 



MASONIC SON<?3. 



223 















- 


• • 

— I — ' 




* — 1 


u 




EE 




1 





tpreadi the voi-ume wide, Ope-niog forth its leaves 



to day, And the Mon - arch by his 




side, Ga - zes on the bright dis - play. 



Joy ! the secret vault is found ; 
Full the sunbeam falls within, 
Pointing darkly under ground, 
To the treasure we would win. 
They have brought it forth to light, 
And again it cheers the earth ; 
All its leaves are purely bright, 
Shiuing in their newest worth. 



This shall be the sacred mark 
Which shall guide us to the skies. 
Bearing, like a holy ark, 
All the hearts who love to rise ; 
This shall be the eorntr slant 
Which the builders threw away, 
Rut was foond the only one 
Fitted for the arch't stay. 
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This shall, be the gavel true, 

At whose sound the crowd shall bend. 

Giving to the law its due ; 

This shall be the faithful friend ; 

This the token, which shall bring 

Kindness to the sick and poor, 

Hastening on, on Angel's wing. 

To the lone and darksome door. 



lW shall crown the mighty arch r 
When the temple springs on high, 
And the brethren bend their march 
Wafting incense to the sky. 
Then the solemn strain shall swell 
From the bosom and the tongue,. 
And the Master's glory tell 
In the harmony of song. 



Here the exile, o'er the waste 
Trudging homeward, shall repose t 
All his toils and dangers past, 
Here his long sojourning close 
Entering through the sacred toil's 1 
To the holy cell he bends ; 
Then as sinking Nature fails. 
Hope in glad fruition ends. 
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?*k Envy witherd nt the sight, 

And, frowning o*«r the pile, 

Call'd Mvrdtr op from realms <if nijrht. 

To blast the glorious toil. 

With ruffian outrage jnind, in wn 

They Corned the league abhorr Y d ; 

And wounded Science felt the blow, 

That crushd the Myttic H ard. 

Concealment, from sequestered cavfj 

Ou NihTe pinion* flew ;— 

And o'er the sacrilegious grave, 

Her veil impervious threw, 

The associate band, in solemn state, 

The a » fill loss dcplor'd ; 

And Wixdom mourn'd the ruthless fate, 

That nbtim'd the Myttic Wwd. 

At length, through Tttne*s expanded iphfte, 

Fair Science speed* her way ; 

And w arm'c! by Truth's refulgence, clear 

He fleets the kindred ray. 

A second fabric's towering height, 

Proclaims the «g7i restored ; 

From whose foundation, brought t* ligllt, 

la drawn the M&tti* Word. 

To depths ohaeure, the favour'** Trine, 

^ iimrs courne engage i 

Tlfl, through the Atthy the ray divine 

Illumes the nurtd yagt 

From the pride wonders uf this bluse> 

Our ancient sign's restor'd 

The flay' -^rrh nlnne ^inplayg 

Tht long lost MyMic WW* 



vtASom* songs. 
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CHORUS. For. 




All hail ! great Ar-chi-tect di-vine : This u-ni-ver»sal 



AH hail ! great Ar-chi-tect di-vine ! Thi« u-ni-ver-sal 
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That sacred place, where Three in One 
Compns'd thy comprehensive name-, 
And wheu the hnghi roeiidian Sun 
Wm se^a thy glory fa ptnrtuira. 
Thy watchful eye, a length of time, 
The wmid'rous circle did attend ; 
The glory and the power be thine, 
Which shall from age to age dementi 



On thy Omnipotence we rest, 
Secure of thy protection here ; 
And hope hereafter to be blest, 
When we have left this world of care. 
Grant us, great God, thy powerful aid 
To Guide us through this vale of tears j 
For where thy goodness is display^, 
Peace *outhes the mind, and pleasure cheer* 
. Vhorm. All hail, fiw:. 
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Lns pire us with thy gTare divine ; 
Thy sacred law our guide shall be j 
To every good our hearts incline, 
From every evil keep u* free. 
Our glad hosannas, Sovereign King ! 
Thy welcome here shall e'er proclaim. 
And heaven's eternal arches riug 
With thy revealed, holy Name : 

Chorum AU Mil t great Architect divine 1 
This universal frame b thine. 



SELECT MASTER'S SONG. 



BY a COMPANION, 

HUNGARIAN AIR. 




All hearts, in the n -tenet of st * rrc * cy bounds 
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Are read ing the words 7 the great Ar-iJti-ti'Ci fa" 




now the work is completed and all are combiii d. 
To close in Ibe seen?! and deep-hidden cell 
The words which are trensur'd as light to the mind, 
Like the waters of troth iu their dose-cover d well. 
More safely secured they shall live in the rock, 
When ibe storm rages o'er it and level* the wall, 
And still in the rage or the cont(Utrot'* shock, 
The arches shall neither he shaken nor fall 



We have laid in its secret and silent retreat 
The treasures that Kings shall emit to or hold , 
And the pilgrim shall hasten with ardout to roeej 
This gift, valued higher than jew rls or gold : 
Ages roll on their way and no foot shall he heard 
In search of this roll ta nulighten the world ; 
But a hand *hsill be found to recover the Word, 
And then shall the standard of truth be uniitrtaT 
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We are seated in silence, and nothing can find 

Its way to our distant and mystical cave ; 

And the watchman who guards not, our mandate shall bind 

In the deeper concealment of death and the grave ; 

Be faithful and true, ever firm to your trust, 

In the lesson we give in the council of light, 

And the herald shall summon you forth from the dusty 

Above in the meeting of souls to unite. 



SELECT MASTER S ANTHEM. 
[See Music, page 213.] 

" LET there be light," th' Almighty spoke,; 
Refulgent streams from chaos broke, 

To illume the rising earth ! 
Well pleas'd the Great Jehovah stood ; 
The Power Supreme pronounc'd it good, 
And gave the planets birth ! 
Chora*. In choral numbers masons join, 

To bless and praise this light divine. 



Parent of light ! accept our praise ! 
Who shedd'st on u& thy brightest rays, 

The light that fills the mind : 
By choice selected, lo ! we stand, 
By friendship join'd, a social band ! 

That love, that aid mankind ! 
&homs. In choral numbers, fee. 
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The bright rye of beauty may beam 
Willi a light like the meteor glare; 
But her victim may wake from his dream 
And hope may be chang'd to despair. 



Like the rainbow, which shinei from the doud r 
Her allurements awhile may deceive ■ 
Till joy is enwrappM in a shroud* 
4nd the mourner is left but tn grieve 
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But Friendship has charms, which endure, 
Its birth was in regions above ; 
Tis a passion, like heaven, most pure, 
For it sprang from the fountain of lore. 



Then let not the heart be depress 'd 
If one treat its fondness with scorn ; 
ft may find in a Brother's warm breast 
The rose that conceals not a thorrr. 




MASONIC ODE. 



EMPIRES and kings have jpss'd away, 

Into oblivion's mine j 
And tow'ring domes have felt decay, 
Since auld lang syne. 

But Masonry, the glorious art, 

With wisdom's ray divine ; 
Twas ever so, the Hebrew cries, 
In auld lang syne. 

Behold the occidental chair 

Proclaims the day's decline— 
Hiram of Tyre was seated there, 
la auld lang syne. 
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The South proclaims refreshment nigh, 

High twelve's the time to dine ; 
And beauty deck'd the southern sky, 
In apld lang syne. 



Yes, Masonry, whose temple here 

Was built by hands divine, 
Shall erer shine as brif ht and clear, 
As auld lang syne. 



'linen brethren, for the worthy three l 

Let us a wreath entwine, 
The three great heads of Masonry 
In auld lang syne, i 



Remembering oft that worthy one, 

With gratitude divine, 
The Tyrian youth—the widow's sor. 
Of auld lang syne. 



Digitized by Google 



MASONIC SONGS. 



SSS 



EPILOGUE. 



AS lately, brethren, from the Lodge I came, 

Warm'd with our royal order's purest flame ; •*' 

Absorb 'd in thought ; — before my ravish'd eyes, 

I saw the Genius, Masonry, arise : 

A curious hieroglyphic robe he wore, 

And in his hand the sacred volume bore : 

On one side was divine Astrea plac'd, 

And soft-eyed Charity the other grac'd ; 

Humanity, the gen'ral friend was there, 

And*P ity, droflung thCnatketic^ar; »^ ». 

TherSVo wasVrder ;-Knere, with rosy mien, " # *" \ 

Blithfe.Temp'rCnce shone, and white ro^'d Truth^was sean. 

There, with a key suspended 'to his breast, 

Silence ajjpear'd j^hMl^s his finger prest: 

With these, soft warbling an instructive song, 

Sweet Music, gaily smiling, tripp'd along. 

Wild laughter, clam'rous noise, and mirth ill bred, 

The brood of folly, at his presence fled. 

The Genius spoke, — " My son, observe my train, 

Which, of my order different parts explain. 

Look up — behold the bright Astrjea there, 

She will direct thee how to use the Square. 

Pity will bid thee grieve, with those who grieve : 

Whilst Charity will prompt thee to relieve ; 

Will prompt thee every comfort to bestow, 

And draw the arrow from the breast of woe ; 

Humanity will lead to honour's goal, 

Give the large thought, and form the gen'rous soul 

Will bid thee thy fraternal love expand, 

To virtue of all faiths,— and ev'ry land. 

Ordrr will kindly teach her laws of peace, 

"Wkricfe discord stop, and social joys increase ; 
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